Sa, your people can take care of her?

Poetry, history, that kind of stuff.
I didn't think you people actually
read anything.

Idiot son," am I? She'll see. I'll shaw her,
L'll show the Erogenian bitch, I°ll show all of them!
And in the end, I'll be the one an top!

I'll be the king, All of Kivalia will be minel

Your Highness have some
very interresting books,

A

Huh? Oh, those all belong to my brother

But -- the Erogenian --

She travel alone with the little man -
she is foolish, proud of her strength. Hahl
She should not be. We send our best hunters.

Enough to do the job property,

We know our part.
We will do owr part.
And you will do yours

Make sure that they don't get
too excited, understand? We need her corpse
to be recognizable,

I can't wait fo see the look on Mother's facel
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Oh, yes, Your Highness ..
We shall show them, as you sssay
Urtts will do our part

COh, yes .., forgive my not speak your tongue so well

¥ou mean all the Erogenians

That ig, of course,
wnat L mean,

All the Erogenians will be yours
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Oh, don't look so nervous.
o i = e || S S ————— T R Y Tl I dld“lt hE'-.'E ¥ (] I bmughT
nere to harm you.

L Well that's aood.
¥ L ' g

Goed morning, Mentl.

Good morning...
Yaur, Uk, MﬂiEET"F.

If I conask,
what's going on?

Ah . you look fine,
Gracious! Look af me, 1 Your Majesty.
receiving you in nothing but P ] Terrific, really.
tmy shiftl How improper - '
what was I thinking?

J I And what MUST

you think of me?

Bordering on




In faoct, it .. stirred
me in ways L have not
felt since my
husband died

Really?
Ihat's so generous

'.-1' you, thank you,

Jr-_- get it out |:--' Ty rnln-:l
EVERN NIOW.

Uinfortunately, Zoma
pulled yvou away from the
company before we
could property ..

Mentl, I, along with everyone else
guite enjoved the performance you gave
us last night.

h, well,
Applaud you. i SOTTY about
B that
But, thanks,
W I mean,it's always nice to have an ...
enthusiastic audience.

I would, personally, like to express my appreciation

Oh, well ..,

I would like to express it now, before you go

In my bed

.—ﬁh

Uth, Your Majesty,
Your Queenship, Un, I really can't ...

="




'

- §

.AH!A.H[AMPHIHEESB.&BH

ireez, you're what
we call o real MILF, D
back home, Ffr ¢ .
| .:'::.:.': o '_-_t--ut B

c-compliment
that you pay

— to a really sexy

e .heml
— - lady,




Mertl, stop this dithering

and let us do what I want,
It will be very pleasant for us both, |
and for you quite profitable, 4

Um _. (and part of me can't
believe I'm actually saying this)
Mo, mao'am, Your Majesty, ma'am,
I don't think sa,
I won't sleep with you. Mo,

Princess Zona has slept with She's famous for it
more people than I think and unashamed
she can count, Ment! - always assuming to what I personally
the poor girl can count at all, find a refreshing
and admirable degree.
She has no hold
on you --

not even a

copper chain.

. - - copper chain?

Yes, apparently
Erogenian lovers have
a whole series of little decorative
chains of different metals with various

degrees of fidelity,

But Zona won't object,

or even care much, =
&
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You're refusing me.

Oh, I could make vou ’(
wery sorry, indeed. "

Men don't usually

refuse Yanora of

; s+ Mormos, Mentl.

I'm really sorry, because
vou're really hot, and under
other circumstances, T'd jump
at the chance, but - no, I can't,
I wouldn't feel right with Zona,

. L Think you're wrong
about that, Your Majesty.

I think she'll care, And since
I care about that, I won't
sleep with you,

Your Majesty.

Yeah, I can see why
they wouldn't,
But I am.

And T don't think
you're gonna do

anything about it.



You --
common, insignificant,
big-nosed, homely,
rat-faced little --

-- MUSICIANI

How DARE youl?

Well, T wouldn't if T was But T don't think you'll do anything To say nothing of tearing apart

alone, ma'am. And believe to upset my girlfriend, which putting the alliance you have with
me, if I was alone, and you'd me ina dungeon or putting me the Erogenians, which you really
just made the offer you just on the rack or stuff like that need, if I'm understanding the way
made, boy, we'd be humping would definitely do.__ things work around here.

right now, " cause you're :

one major medieval babe,

for damn sure.

I mean, Christ, there's : :
just no way I could geta : Mot that I think
chance like this you'd even get that far ¥ iyt ok :
before she tore this place and everyone that, I think I'd still have to say no.
2007 BAREA RLA M PRI N CESS ok in it apart to get to me. : Thank you - really, thank you - but no__g

Hut even without a

You really think
Zoma cares about
vou that much?

Yeah, I'm pretty
sure she does,

And - Jesus,
0" haven't you ever just ...
loved somebody like that?
Your Majesty?




Yes, But this conversation
i beginning to tire me, and

We

S0

Haven't you ever loved somebody so much that
you couldn’t even think of hurting them? That you'd
rather die?

I mean - you were married, right,
to the king? Didn't you feel -

Stop talking

That's twice now
that you have ...

moved me.

A remarkable young man.
And an honest and a loyal one.
And one with some gift
of magick,

'- if I'm any judge.

You may not be so very tall,
Mentl of Sandino, and vour face
is plain, but now --
now L find myself envying Queen
Ipola’s daughter more
than I thought possible,

Take this as reward for
what I wanted --

I have ather things to

tend to this morning. Hey, a real

Uh = can I have
something else ... as well?

A copper chain -
I mean, if you've
got ane?

I, what? A title?
e land somewhere? _




e

&lad to get out of there, huh?

I thought you were

excited about the walled city. Oh, yeah - T was,

I mean it was very, very cool.

I liked all the cool medieval stuff.
And it wos definitely exciting, no
doubt. Hey, a lot more action
than you'd get at 30th and
Arrowhead, that's for
sure,

But you must be glad to leave it.
I mean, those people, right?

)
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That's kinda funny -
I mean, from my perspective.

"Real world, "

Obay, spill it -
what's wrong?

I . you don't owe me anything, Mentl.

We really haven't made any promises or anything.

Yeah, I guess so, technically, Only .. if you still want to be.
But I am your boyfriend, right? :



Why wouldn't I
want to be?

I don't understand, She’s ..
she's ... older and sophisticated ...
go feminine and ... and ...

Mentl, that's not right,
¥You need to do what your own heart dictates.
You need to do what you want, Anything else is -

"An offense to the cha,”
yeah, I know.

B

I'm starting to get a handle on my ewn cha, frankly,
And what I wanted most in that moment was not
to boff a certifiable queen, bodacious though she may be,
but to be able to say I didn't when you asked me.

haven't warn

a copper chain !
gince I was

I don't have one
to give you

How did you
learn about this?

Well, Yanora told me.
Was she right? AmI ..
am I doing this right?

Mentl, if you're lying,

.. thinking to spare my feelings,

it's still alie, and -

She's ... well, she's
everything I'm not.

fona, leok at my face,

“Am I lying?

-
[ e

1

., r ; -“.
P —%
".-.' I'

[

She asked, I said no.
She kind of respected it.
She gave me this ring
as a reward. See?

Oh, for Chrissake --

| -
Zonal Were you really afraid I'd --

And to be able
to give you this:

like her more than I like you?

if you want it,




Did she tell you exactly what it means? ' -
. She said it was the
gy b  first level of pairing? Kind of like

. Ny going steady, T guess,
it } -

Yes, the Copper Path is the
first ritual of courtship. It doesn't
need a priest or anything. The rules of the
Copper Path are simple and pretty loose:
It's a friendship, not a marriage,
but it's a public declaration
of our affection.
Vs E——

We're basically supposed to be

at all the dances, feasts and ceremonies
together if we can,

Either of the Copper Bonded Vi : & .
can dissolve it at will ot any time, f [ j . So,it's really just
) 4 telling everybody that you've got
- # ."j,.r' f{k I J.i f” o steady boyfriend?
,;5' s WP )

* g A i i -

Yes. Take it, then, my ...
sweet one,

I have never known amyone
quite like you in my life,

we usually wear it on the
wrist or the ankle, as long |
as it can be seen, &

atcha, kidda,




--gtill, I kind of liked the dancing.

L]

o
""':E' You liked dancing with Yanora,
! ‘ 2 o 3 ul
L] J . Ly ; 1 =1
I'd rather have danced with you. | i{‘.}{p , l'-"
: ¥ iy |

-

Aww - wait until I get you to o proper

Erogenian town - the full moen is in a few days,
and there's always a big celebration. i
Then you'll see what dancing really is! | f‘

That'll be cool. You're still
the only Ercgenion I've ever met.

I've got to get you
a better hat, though.

It's too big
for your face.,

Keeps the sun off.

Are you sure you're
not just trying to be taller
or something?




I am here to

MEET YOUR
CHALLENGE!

None shall
pass!

Yatta-ta of Ir Anis, is that you?

T\

Hal Clever of you to recognize me
by my rich voice, my battle stance, my -

;‘ - You're the only person I know
1 ;| stupid encugh to wear a full set of
P . tilting armor when you haven't
- got a horse, Yatta-ta.

-

=
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You won't be ending this

encounter with a foul blow,
as vou did last timel

Hal This tima you'll

have to fight me!

It is said, isn't it, that fo
gain fame in this world, = Mothing doingl
find the most famous man . I'll defeat you and
and kill him? And here I wall a you'll surrender your
gain fame by answering and virginity to mel
meeting your challengel

Mo amount of lies can deter mel
Mow, draw your sword, Zona, and - wh

There's no challenge you fuckwit!
And I'll personally testify she's
not a vir --




Mew armor?

Looks heavy.
Used to the weight
of it, yet?

|

All right, all right, I get it,

Heavy armor, he can't get up. Okay}

Lesson learned! Mow _. unh! Ackl
&ive me a hand up, okay?

Don't worry, you're strang.
It won't take you long to
right yourself, and I figure you
can use the exercise,

Hey - you guys really SUCK,
you know that?!l

i

Ve-ry funny! Mow, come on,
a joke's a joke, but ..

not gonna just leave me
here, are you? Guys?
Hey - a little help?

Try rocking side to side
until you build up some

*Fuckwit?"

Yeah, a little
crude, T admit,
Sorry.

20 BARBARIANFRINCESS. LOM



50 - you start with the Copper chain,

what's next? Mickel? Haha -
Mo - the next is bronze,

What do you do
with that? _g

Well, it's deeper, a bit
more formal. Bronze bonded That doesn't mean that
are exclusive to each other they can't have sex
as long as they're together, with other people.

Mo = it means that
you could have sex
with someone else -

I don't get it
How is that exclusive, then?

Sort of a "love the one
you're with™ kinda thing?

I think I just -
how did you say it ?




Iz that for real?

¥es, itis, It serves some
people for many years.

Mot everyone is cut out for total
monogamy, Mentl, especially while we're young,
Ercgenians know that. And bronze path allows
you ta be henest about it, instead of lying
and cheating - and without doing something
stupid by yourself,

You and I could I don't want to be jealous,
ith someone else, now, while SR Mentl - I just feel like I want
we're on Copper path, 4 LN to be with you. I have to

. : admit I'm glad you didn't

"
- ) R
tg-\t . sleep with Yanora,

Partly becouse T was ...
all right, I was jealous.
But alse because ...

Well, she's just not
nice enough for you,

. w . She was okay,
Ir's fun with three, ] ; A when it came down to it
as long as they're nice
and everyone is equal.

5She's a queen, and a Kivalian,
I hate to think what she'd have done
to you if she'd really wanted to.
I mean, I like her well enough, too -
but I dom't trust her,

The catch is, you have to be honest, ™
especially to yourself,
About what you really want --
and what you den't,

We could find someone ¥
else: Another man - e it
or anather waoman, i s

I have some friends who ' { ‘ e
I'm sure you'd like, ok f,l ' ,...l/

and they'd like you, too! il

Ch-yeah - huh - T'd kinda have to '
wrap my mind areund that, first, | i - And about what your

There's got to be a catch. " R heart can handle,




So the three of
us started to -

I've had lots of lovers of all kinds, -- S50 Alrix, my companion, is supposed
and combinations. I remember a time - years o . to be keeping watch one night, and I come on
ago - when I was on a quest. Travelling al him and our guide, Yrina, just deing it like weasels.
over, Tons of monsters, Had to defeat three The usual thing. J}She sow me and she didn't hesitate, Just grabbed
_powerful warriors o save the kingdom. me and put my hand right therel

Oh, dear,
Looks like someone's
gotten a bit excited,

Awwww - do you want me
to have a talk with sur little friend?

Okay - - this isn't
gonna be o problem --
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LA

Okay - this may take
a bit of doing.

GRAAAARER!

I'm going to make a hole. I want you s
to run through it as fast and as far as you can
I'll keep them busy while you get away -
don't stop for amything

2007 BarbarianPrin

Ment|, I can't fight this many
if I have to worry about you, fool
Do as L sayll
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Fram the time I could walk,
I've learned and practiced
combat and the use of arms.

31 \
% W)

\ “‘ ‘ i H?‘ b
.
.

Zonn The Wanderer ‘ '-‘\
was my father, “ |

3 '

I have all of his
y legendary strength,

And though I could

never say if I am the
strongest warrior of all -- -~ or most
skilled --

I have never been truly beaten.



Sometimes easily,

[
T X

) ’hmfhn:.ﬂmmthmrdn. "? |
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|
1
|
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.' ._.; -_.

Mo matter, if my
fight is a just one.




‘E‘ . -

i
e -
=

ﬂ\ And it's all over.
_ p

5\
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Shit - Isn't this about where I came in?

Honey - now would be a good time
to snap out of it and spring into action!

Okay.

Okay,

)
¥
| .
.
b
%
Y
N
At least - I can say T was somebody.,
Y
[



L

- g I
4 : Yy P I

i . m | &
Translation: "It was an ambush! There were TWO of them! 2007 BARRARIAN Pﬂmczgézlm



Zonal Baby, are y-- ’

t SNIFF!

SNUFFf WHUFF!
SNUFFI SNIUFF! '

E i

N-n-nice k-kitty.
Jesus, I hope you're one of
the good guys.Can we be
friends? Let's be friends,
Okay?

Any friend of Zona's is a friend of ours.




This is what comes of
haring of f alone like that,
without even a horse
or a hunting catl

If it hadn't

been for -

Don't fuss at me -
I feel like shit already.

You should feel like shit, you -
you let that demen get the drop on you,
and - and what am I supposed to .

Hi. I guess

you're the sister,

Just look at you!

Good Goddess,
how much of that bload

is yours?!

Hard to ... be completely sure ..

...af this point ...

You stupid, stupid cowl
et yourself killed and... and ...

Tl never forgive youl

I love you, too,
wolf-cub,

And you're the warrior

with a mighty frying pan.




1o go together,
so naturally when I come back to find you'd
already left without me I followed you,

Y% . Even on horseback you
“~  take some catching, though all
= I eventually had to do - as usual -
o> is follow the trail of corpses,
- The urtts are
on the move.

Mo - really? Follow my finger,

You'll be all right,

) lion cub. Saved by
Good, Feel sick? your thick skull,

Sleepy? u | il
=Py 'Eli'r-l

Gudik’s in Greymouth ona
Headache? crusade with most of his army. & %

Oh what do
Yo think?!

Maldik? Ewwl

Tell me about it. I had to dance
with the greasy little homunculus.
In front of people.

Better you than me.
He had the creepiest erush on me
a few years ago. Makes my skin crowl

just thinking about it.

But we have the go-ahead to organize the tribes
and start hunting urtts here.
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Ollsnic will love that,
He's been itching to get
an urtt-skin ca
Hold still.

Geezl T thought I'd seen

ﬂ cool things before here, but -

wow, how do vou do that®

Tula's the most powerful
priestess in all the tribes
of Erogenial

The most powerful in earshot, anyway.
I still have a long journey ahead of me
before I could come close to
that title. I just took my vows
a couple months ago

Well ... T might be prejudiced.
But Karna said she's never had a more
powerful novice, and she's been
High Priestess for thirty years.

I doall right,
But you, my dear sister, are hicky to hove
only a bump on your head
to remember this night by,

I should hove known you'd
come in the nick of time, It's whot we
do for each other,

. Think again,
I1' was Ment| that did this particular
“nick-of -time “for you,
not me.

- r\‘.-\\"- £

2007 BAREARIANPRING ESS.0= - = "

y -



You were struck down, ' IJ
and we were still too for away.
Mentl saved you -- and then we wound up
saving him, but -

He was about to die
for you, fona. I saw.

I know, babe,
I .. I justcouldn't,
I mean, I just _
I couldn't, that's all,

Oh ... Come here,




What were you trying to do?

You _. you're not a warrior| I don't expect
you to be,

Hey - just trying to balance
some of that cha, y'know?

What am I going
to do with you?

Tula - you
remember Yelks?

Eh .. I'm sure you'll
think of something.

I remember,
That was a good time, .

Well, Mentl's never
had that kind of ...
reward,
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He's never been
with two women,
you mean?

' Sokay .. dide't reed
thoze ribs, aryway .

Oh, rightl On Luna.
What o dear man. He hid
us frem the Criseans,
Frobably saved both our
lives out in the desert.

A good soul - not bad
looking, either --

for an albing,

- and we were just
talking about that.




Tula and I have shared
lovers before.

You like her,
don't you?

Uhh.. I mean, wow,
I'im just ... L mean, yeah,
damn, she's, well, yvou're both so
gorgeous and everything ...

.. but, aren't you [iboe Ahh
@ nun or a priestess
or something?

. L mean,
being with .. sisters
and ...

Our vows don't include celibacy,
or else you'd never get an
Erogenian info the arders

But - honestly, Mentl, what
do you really feel about
being with both of us?

When it's all over,
15 fhat snmefhing you
feel you'd really want

ta have done?

He'll be all right - he's
just had a really bad day, is all.

Besides, that's
not the first time we've
imade a fellow faint,

Take a look

agether .., oh, man



He attacked two
bull urtts with nothing
but a skillet, Zona -

\ ' he saved your life

He's got nothing
to prove fo me

When he waokes
up, L mean,

Because it will be

Zona - why are fun, and he's .,

you daing this?

.. he saved my life,

and he's so sweetl
= And besides, he's .

':Ih, m':." |'__'_J ==
are you serious?|

And I'm -
Jjealous,

And you want to get
over that by seeing him
howe sex with me2|

I:-'h_ I kﬂﬁlw, s 'nln::rrgl "I'llrhﬂll:l! Wowl
I u..lﬂlnf h m all to myself - it's Bad idea! Pyewl
.it's making me crazy, and ...



Buf -- we'll be
sharing, like we've
done before,

That's a long time in our
lives. And the situation was

always all equal,
Balanced,

You love him, you want him -
his cha and yours are already
deeply woven together,

And .., this?

Ch, well -
if's just copper,

ko, Mot like
before. We were

a lot younger, then.

Zona# Anybody home?
Just how hard did fhat
Urtt hit your head?!

Mentl's just met me.

I like him, and I sense a
very great magickal
influence around him

S0 -- while I'm sure we
could have fun for a night,
it's in my mind that you
would not be happy when
that night was over -
and frankly, in the long

run neither would he,

== To say nothing of the fact that,
without him, you would definitely be dead.
But he and I are not the equal of
wou and hiim,

Oh - now you've
just gone all
priestess-ish

on me.

Yes, just copper - for now.
Listen to yvourself - you're talking like a teenager
I am telling you I have never seen your aura
affected this way over a man,

Mo, it's just that you're
the stronger one and I'm
the smarter one,
and you know it,

Yeah, I guess so ...

Sometimes, even
an Erogenian champion
needs someone
to keep her honest
- with herself.

. you're not always right,

wou know.
Admit it. You're

relieved I said no.




I'm right about this ; I feel like ..
Tell me I'm not I feel like T owe him .

hat's silly. Your cha
feels as balanced as any fwo
people's I've ever seen -
especially now.

] u're the big sister
_even though I'm 2ldest?

You know what I think?
I think you're trying to screw this
up because you're scared of
how vou feel.

I mean - look at him.

How scary is this that

vou fall for such a man?
He's not exactly handsome
or heroic, He's nearly a
foot shorter than you

arme, skinny =

Definitely not a warrior.

Mot the usual tall,
mighty-thewed, clean-limbed
type you sleep with., Zona. Tve aways had that
type. Erogenia's crawling
with them. Great big, gorgeous,
lantern- jowed monster
=killers.

Who are we to judge?

But none of them have ever

mode me feel like Mentl does.

What about Rannik?

They always end up wanting
to fight me - and I always beat them,
which iz fine, but why should T
want to be with a man who wants
~ fo defeat me? : Although now and again
ong of them wants fo get
Instead of being tied up and spanked,
a lover or a friend, I end up which is kind of weird
being this big challenge for
them to try fo show that their
balls are bigger than minel

Wha -2 |
Who the seven Hells
is that?



Who? There's nobody therel

Fona, we are
not alone.

r"'-

“Mo one of consequence.”

We both kmow thot's not frue,

Okay, I hove no idea
what you're on about.

I+ doesn’t matfer.
Private joke.

Oh, damn, Twas hoping
you'd say the next linel

I'm a friend,




A What "interest?2”™
| What are you =<2

— |.|I.
1 o
%

. Let's just say I have
“A friend?" Very reassuring, but a vested interest in this
it doesn T answer my guestion young fellow here.
bl g
5 1| 1 .:.. 14

Zona, your little man just gets
more and more interesting

All right, what just
happened here? Who - what -
were you talking to?

" ” L'll let wou know when I figure it out,
It doesn't feel like a threat, Maybe
it's even a good thing.

o[
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A warrior is suppclsed
to be able to live with pain,

Morning ...

Jewell Don't eat that,
yvou don't know where it's beenl
! ] > I mean it, it’|l make you sickl

&ood morning, £ona Lonn-Ipola
How do wvou feel today?

Stiff ond sore all over -

despite your magick - and T have 3 - , d‘ﬁ“‘ ﬂfn-f:iﬂerfh::zi
a headache that would kill a | | J '.‘JIFil'hlfl-' it Ilike: 'h;'
gontharg, Tula Uthic-Ipola. . HEI.L'IE ':; point "“I:
. pride owt o
' ¢ . in, Zona.
j—:- o | . LS Fﬂ

Mice of you fo ask

By the way: I brought
someone along you'll
be glad to see,

We get plenty of pain
we can't do anything
about. There's nothing
wrong with making it
better when we can,



PR W R

He's pissed becouse
wou left him behind,
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Are you trying fo
tell me something?

- »
Stormcloud .. I'm sorry L
went of f without you. It was
just something I had to do.

I . should hove j I apologize,
realized how much I need you, From the heart
my friend L Cha na amanh




Oh, yes, He's a prince in his
own right, His sire Twilight,
carried Zonn into battle agoinst
the Urtts as well as against
King Kendrik of Kivalia back in
the old days.

I spoke fo a friend
of yours last night.

Ll tell you
over breakfast

5o - I guess then _. the cha is _. 2

&ood morning,
Mentl.

I, uh .. had the most _.
interesting dreams.

You saved vy ass
last night. You gals
keep doing that

for me -

T you hadn't been there,
we'd hove been too late
to save anyone.

You showed great courage
You saved my sister’s life

Balanced,



Came an, Mentl
We'll take you for a ridel

Whoa - are vou sure this is .
I mean, these animals of yours,
they have a mind of their own -

iz he gonna like me?

Stormcloud likes everybody
- except Uritsl

Ohboyl Akl
EE! Dol Akl

You'll clean the dishes, refill the waterskins
and brush Stermcloud and Willowshade, since I was
e i so considerate as to bring your horse and the
Fine, Howve a e ' cats, as well as saving both your lives and all?
Ill just the breakfast o S . : That's nice of you.
for us all, shall I 5 .

What is she going fo do
with that little fellow?

description of what

she's going to do? I

get a free show every
night,
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Daon't do thof!
What are you?

What is
vour name?|

Are you just some
smart-assed poltergeist
or something?

Why are you
naunting Mentl?

Why don't you just
appear to him like
you do to me?

Ah, Yes, well

old habits die hard,

L "

That's your
real name?

T just want to see that
he does well, He still
doesn't und= rstand |.'|.'h|:|'r

what the I:::nulr ] ut-r:uf -
none of that.

But soon, T think, he will
&reat things are in store for him.

Oh, figure it out, ca
You see me Decause youre trained
to see the spiritual planes.

He's not even in the proper mindset, yet.
To manifest to him, even with his talent,
ig just sheer hit-and-miss and
takes a lot out of me.

And the big girl - well, she's so
. grounded in the material plane it's hysterical
I could scream dirty limericks in her ear
all day long for twenty years and she'd
never even notice it.

3

Mot one of my
better deaths, actually.
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" ﬂ.mmmﬂ"“' \

I wonder if .. I wonder if it's
the old guy with the book? But
that guy was just dressed like any
normal person, and I anly
gota little look at him
befare he went blooey.

He did mention
that you still don't
understand the
importance of

Tt would ot keast
e the: boak .

explain his connection

¥ Ohl can you sing
the love song? I
want Tula ta
hear it

Let's stop
aver there --

I don't know, we're
burning daylight,
Zona - and he can
sing as we ride,
can't he?

L adBTIAT | s iiesy (LERNTY LS

Okay, so - this is flipping me out
a little bit. There's this old guy

who's following me?

A spirit, yes. He's an old man,
dressed like either an actor,

a priest or a mage of some kind.

I'm not familiar with the

puﬁems on the robes,

el -

I don't understand

any of this af all -
except, despite all the
weirdness - and this s
weird all by itself -
I have the ocddest
feeling that I, y'know,
belong here.

Mo, you've got o
hh-ﬂl‘ this 5|H‘|ng downl He makes
music like no one’s ever heard!
It won't take long,

Wow, not to put
me on the spot

ar anythingll



. Here's one that, uh, 48
W kind of reminds me of my ...
uh, favorite princess

Mot sure exactly
how good this is gonna be
unplugged, but
we'll give it the old
Middle Schoal try ...

I gathered,
Whhat is it with
you right now?l

This old piece of medieval
mandalin-guitar-lute thing didn't
just wail like my old Strat
And that heavy beat has to be my
heart pounding or something.

Okay, I know she hates the hat,
but I should have worn it today.
Too much sunand I'm hearing things.

Pretty cool, though.
And T feel fine,




You make everything
Groovy...

Wild Thing ...




You still sure you don't
want fo share him?
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' D'you mind if we, uh _.

}f Where are you going?!

=

i i
5 | i
P H o’ w
f- i,

Wi

To FIND a COLD STREAMI

er £ rllﬁﬁ“‘“‘ - - FINE! FINEN
{E j,gj}l"r i L et b o right ahead|l
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Oddly ... powerful music _
moddess| So alien, so0 sensual

- couldn't think straight,
It's _. enchanting! 11's ..

Food -

you're guick
¥ou just like that
my clothes are wet
L and you can see something,
you horny old goat,

=3 _.a.l.""-'l' ey -
e T
e 1 ‘N 5
. E - i i -} ."I
I like that. e X : Well, T won't
3 i : deny a certain .. L T
Py
clinical interest. "
-" ¥
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“As a matter of fact,
they can be at it
for quite some time,

The boy's got
some stamina
% - kind of surprising,

=

"Sexual athlete® - right,
this IS5 Fona we're
talking about.

Oh, T think you should
wait awhile before you go back

Of course, she's a % .
real sexual athlete,
g0 he's had to adapt

screamer and a flailer,”

and - oh, but T guess

Yknow, she puts me
in mind of this dancer I
used to kmow - Cate was |
name - spelled it witha “C
Why? Who knows?

zood &od,

but she was hot
Had this gorgeous
sculpted back, and
| incredible muscular
legs up fo her neck
Of course, back in
those days I had a

twenty-four hour

raging --

Um == I'll just
disappear, then
for awhile, shall T?

: &
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All right -
you've had over Honey - shitl
an hour! I'm coming Where'd you
toss my pants?|

g
Hang on! I'm
still buck naked!

Oh, for pity's sake,
Mentl, if you've got
anything I've never

W zeen before -
1 b

You gals are making
me very self-conscious.
Ukh .. Mentl, we
really need to talk
Izn't he cute
when he blushes?

- the love thing you have - uh -- Look, I'm just going to
DO. I mean .. the love SOMNGE wait until vou finish
getting dressed,

THAME vou
Jesus Christ
on a bicycle...

It's really b--1 mean ,
it's really important --

i Oh, just
Just a little STOP it - I offered and everything
distracting, there. k1% | Y You didn't want to.

Stop what?

Subject is
Being 5o gods- ' _ clased,
damned smug,

Hey, fora
| my size, he's -

I GET if, fona




thentl, do vou know
what you've been doing,
when you play those
songs of yours?

I mean, with the sort of
thing that happens every I dunno., I mean, I just thought
time and vou haven't figured it was because you folks just really
out that something's like Rock and Rall .
a little odd?

Mentl hasn't been just
singing - he's been
chanting magick!

|

Really powerful magick! ) ?

,
\
L e

A

T A

i

Men are naturally clueless -
gven men from align
dimensions




The old guyl
I can see him!

Oh, come onl
“Star Wars!"

Ben Kenobi?
Alec Guiness?

L.CIF"I'F"ETtI':f' untaught, undisciplined
and unfocussed. Thank the Gods
all you've been doing up to now is

these love-songs of yours

You say that like

it's a bad thing.

It cought me off-
* guard, and I nearly ripped
my clothes off right then
and there, it was
so strongl

"That's goodl You've taken your
: I__'lr's‘r step into a larger world.

I can't believe you
don’t get the referencel

g ]
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Okay, it's official,
I'm comatose, drooling and
strapped to a bed at
Patton Hospital

And you're fimo
in the waorld i -

L]
Mo, see, that would
make you crazy, Youre mof
crazy, youre just an
enchanter, and a potentially
powerful one, tool

“Meant to be ind"
What - what does that -

Tl come back bkate
you can -

How weird do you
think it is for me? I'm only
watching half of it.
g a0
o l.-|'_II
I'm sriting
down, now.

I mean, I really _
don't know,




Yeah, It's odd -it 4 ; &) Maybe it's not

ooks_ different than R s the same book that

when I first found it. i N brought you here
Fancier

LI've packed it carefully,
I corry it everywhere, practically -
I kmow nobody's touched it -

That's mogick. And
magickal art facts have a
kind of life of their oam

Sometimes they even have
their own mind and will

I was extra caoreful - and it feels right,
it feels .. well, T dunno, it kind of
tingles, like it's ... alive ina way

I'm guessing that
the book's appearance is
linked to its function
Lan you read it?

Mo - it's same i ' Can 1 look
kind of writing i at it?
I've never seen
Sure - if you can 1
make sense of it

Hmm. Mo - ohl
This is interesting
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to read it. At first it ook
kind af standard Ar
just in a different language, but now
t's some kind of pictegrams I'm
completely unfamiliar with.

That's Chinesel

I swear, thase are
Chinese characters,
from my world|

From Sanberdino?
Can vou read them?

Interesting. Kaorma would know

about it, I bet,
g IF
\

|
-

]

L]

Mo, it's o completely
different country and
language from mine - but
it's from my worldl

Yes, when we get home,
we can show them. Or - mayvbe we
@, conpe rsuade your annoying friend

-J"}?Th- to give us a clue,

My guess is
he's bownd up with
it as strongly as
You are.

Maybe he
even wrote it.

This is
very sophisticated
stuff. Beyond me,
I'm afraid

Of course that would mean he's
a magus of considerable skill, instead
of just a wise-cracking ghost in a robe,
In the meantime, Ment! - be
careful, okay?

How'm I supposed fo
be careful?  Just not sing
ever agains

It doesn't have to come
to that - probably




. but, Mentl, enchantment is all abowt will,
concentration and above all, intent. If your
intent is just to sing a song, you should be fine -

Just watch the sexy stuff.

: Dion't we all?
I like the But I prefer it to be
sexy stuffl my own idea, if you
don't mind,

You're really a lot more
rou realize, Mentl.

If you focus your mind and concentrate
on the intent of the chant you're
making, I'd guess there's not a lot

vou couldn’t do.

But you desperately need training
It's a responsibility you need to take
very seriously. You could do a lot of

damage unintentionally if you don't

get a real handle on it

Mo, Me, L ..

I just can't do this.

el “hE: PR, i




Mo wou ... you
don't .. I, i It's not something
I told you befare, we've given you, Mentl.

I fuck everything up!

iy whale life.

You can't just give me
this, you can't trust me with
something ... important
like thisl

Ii's your power,
It's part of you

And either you But, this iz different
embrace it, master it - This ig like something huge --
or you run away from if. T mean —-

I could hurt people,
Lo,

I can't handle it.

And I know you're : Even if you
not a coward, Mentl. don't trust yourself - How do you know?
I'm alive because I trust yvou.
yvau re not,

My sweet one,
I've touched you.
I touch your cha, every day,




But, I've been singing : ¥ . .
those songs for years - SRS Ll Different dimensions
Mothing like this ever “H{L™% have different rules
hoppened back s
home ...

¥ou cannot cross this gorge without
facing me, therefore we shall finally see whether
the Erogenian champion is a match for
the finest swordsman in all Eivalial

I am now of ficially
fed up with this.




Mow shall ensue
a battle of epic -

So, at last you
come to meet mel

Glarious Fonal
Champion of the barbarian race!
Even as I am greatest
af the Kivalian rations!




Chomy. Doy,
I canget out of this _

Just some shmuck

with an idée fix,

We weren't
even going to
crass there ...




Jhhhh -
who's my 00D little boy?
Who's a good little BOY? Who killed a
nice fat boar for din-din? ¥YOU did
Such a good Kittyl!
Yes! Yes you are!

You. Are. Funny

That cat weighs
two hundred fifty pounds
if he's an ounce, tears through
Urtts like a knife through
butter - and he's your
"good little boy."”
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through Urtts, myself,
and weigh - um - what T weigh,
And I like to be stroked
and petted, too.










Well, two-thirds

Sne's Lirr-naitt:

Half-Urit.

Tell me exactly
why I shouldn'tkill

you right now?

hear it when zh
really cuts loose.

Please help ..

Very rare
to see one fully grown,
Such children are
usually stillborn,

What are
you called?

Okay -

I love her, but
she still makes me
nervous when she

does that.




We don't know her.

She's Urr-naitt. She could
really be in trouble, or it could
all be a trick. There's no telling
which part of her is stronger:

The human or the LUirtt,

In the Snake Tribe
they welcome Urr-naitt,
but even they test them, first,
I don't have a full moon
cycle to go through that
whole thing, so -

They came here hunting for slaves

- raiders, They brought a few of

us along with them - as servants for
the party and ... livestock

My little brother, they were
going to slaughter him, We --
we escaped together, he's hiding
nearby ina cave - he hurt his leg
when we got away, he can't walk,
He's feverish - I'm afraid he'll diel
He's just a child ..

Please, help usl
He's all T have

Another Urr-naitt like you?
in the worldl

Mo. His father was human. He's just
a little boy - I lured the hunters away, but
I'm not sure if there are still more out there,

What do wou think?

Her aura shows that sh
and that she's hiding

e's scared,
. something.




Oh, I don®t like that!

It could be that
all she's hiding
is her brother

And, she’s a slave,
Foma. A slave can't afford to
show her true feelings
ever: Lts |'r15|r'ﬂinEd.

Makes her so hard
to read v conflicting
layers. But sh
human in most ways. There's a
core of something there that
is definitely not Urttish

Cr else, you can
do it now yourself,
if wou want,

There are worse
things than dying
Far worse,

Just please -
go help my brother
He's Erogenian -

What is it
mother soys sometimeas?
“When in doubt -- "

"—make the choice
that heals the world, ™

@

You saw - those two

would have

All right - we'll go
find vour brother -
if he exists,
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killed me.




She died when my
brother was born

What tribe was vour mother from?

What's hig name?
Your brother I mean?

She was bred there, among the

Urtts, all her life, Her father

was supposed to have been from
the Lion Tribe, I think,

We've gone through so much -
and now, we're going to be free
It's like @ miraclel



- and one false move
, understand?

Of course, And she won't say
wves ar no - which I don't like.

A LunaDElR LIGETAH]

an evil place,
once.




We don't often talk about it,
but Erogenia has .. a very dark past.
Long ago, the ancient Erogenians had

an empire that spanned the whole
continent - maybe the whole world,
not even the priests know for
certain, anymore.

His name was
Shuach.

”

He gave them enormous power
and they - we -- used it fo build our
Emplre with powerful magick and

% cities with spires that reached
"*. to the clouds, We raped the land and
poisoned the water and air.

They built in stone and steel and
made temples in vast underground

tunnels and caverns like this. Deep,

wide, intricote passages where the
priests and acolytes would live,
pray and ... well, other things
that aren’t done in the
sight of the Sun
or the Moon.

In those daoys they worshipped
one god who forbade mention
of any other and they converted
ather nations at the point of a sword,
They slaughtered prisoners, unbelievers
and anyone who opposed them.

Sacrificed them
ta .. ta ..

It's not a nice
word to say -
we usually don't

He was a
fire god, a war god -
a god of conflict, bleod,
domination and a
love of death,

Our arrogance was limitless:
It seemed as though there was
nothing we couldn't or wouldn't

do in the name of power. We

wounded the land almast
to death.

Everything in the world

was out of balance,




“And together the

Goddesses threw

’ down Shuach and all

e \ hiz worshippers,
and banished him
to the Otherwhean
forever ™

“Until ot last the
Land Herself rebelled
and appealed fo her
sister, the Goddess
of the Moon

“The Land and the Moon rose up and
destroyed nearly everything that the
Erogenians had made, and gave life
and freedom and riches back to all
the nations we hod enslaved”

“They sent us back into the forests of
the north, with no powers and no riches
but our bodies and our minds, To live a
simple life again, to learn from our
mistakes. ™

Until we could heal the
world at last, and balance And how long
the cha of the ancients, ago was that?

How's the, uh,

the balancing coming? Still a work

in progress,
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Oh, no - you
don't go running
ahead irto the

dark,

Kenshal

Kensha, I've brought

helpl . It could be dangerous -

and besides, I still want

to keep you where I can

lay iy hands on youw
Kensha?l Why don't
viol answer
I don't blame vou
for not trusting me.

-y
Mothing % '
personal, it's

Half-Lrtt bitch,
I knew _. kn-new it

Deh -- deal with you |,




Hl:ll
Dion't fight nowl
T manny

TWANG! L T 2

Snake-faced
jogoffs. ..
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* ¢ Excellent. >

- ; “You have done very well,
e my little half-animal. »

*Translated from Urttish.

cMaster Forshash
ig kind, »

<May this lowly one
osk when will come
the time of my ...
pewnrd? »

<Moo, half-animal.
' You may not ask.>

«But, have faith,
Your service will
bring you redemption.>

«Praise to Shuachl»
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You're in my

apartment, You
want anything?

There's some
peanut M&Ms in
the bowl on the

coffee table,

Your brain is
dreaming, yes.

Your spirit is here,
with me, in the
Otherwhen,

Oh, keep your shirt on, %

The Otherwhen isn't Hell - Yy

Hell doesn't have a precise
analog in this reality.

It's just kind of a
waystation, mere like Limbo,
but not quite. There's demons,
sure - but also goed things here, too,
Mostly it's just regular guys who are
sleeping or lost, or stuck in
between death and life.

Can T get you something?
Diet Coke? Grape soda?

I have some

cranberry-raspberry juice
in the fridge here.

- okay,
the apartment’s
weird enough, but .

The Otherwhen?| That's
Hell for Erogenians, right?
That's where they banished

the old, evil god!

There's supposed
to be demons here! What
the hell are we - you --

Perceptive.
Yes, guys like me,




_1I
I don't have

time to fiddle-fart around
with you guys tedayl

-‘ menfulla di idiota! : .

They're not - at least, ™
not like you or me, That's
what this place is about, It's
unreal -but it still has
substance.

Sorry, P4 ] \ Makes it dangerous - %
Pain in the " J - but alsa a lat of fun.
ass low-level ! .

yuckies. ..

As the caterpillar said,
“unreality ain't half bad.”
Meighborhood :

pests, more like.
Mearly made me

Just whe the hell
are you, really?
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Who am I? "Really?”

That's the &4 dollar question, isn't it?
I've gone by so many names in so many lifetimes ... huhl
It's atrip, let me tell you. You pop from one life to the

other, back and forth in time, different dimensions and you

anly get fo carry so much memery and personality with

you frem ene incarnation to the next - like enly being
allowed twe carry-ons on a plane, y'know? In some

of them I've been a total scumbag or a beggar, others
I'm a saint or a celebrity - Hehl What o mixed-up

portrait I've wound up being.

But you can just call me Vite.

I was actually
on my way To meet you,
I was supposed to be
your sponsor, your mentor,
You were supposed to
be my apprentice,

story? Are you
the guy from

What's going on, Vito?
the alley?

What's with the book?

Oh, it was
all supposed to look
like an accident, of course,
Your teacher has to "“find"
you, “fate” and
all that.

They tell you a lot
of stuff after you die,

You
needed a place besides
your Dodge, I had a spare
garage that needed cleaning,
etc, etc, I didn't even
know this myself
at the time,

Yau have to die
before you can
find out

L8 BARBARIAMPRINCESS. LOM

Clever stuff, Only
works on humans. Don't
blame the girls too much
for getting blind-sided, it's
nothing the Urtts - or
anybody else here - has
used for thousands

Anyway, these
two clowns from the @y
Deeps show up dressed
like muggers and screw
up my whole day, not

to mentien a jocket .
I was pretty i
ond of,
Sa, you

got the book and a ride
to Erogenia, but without me,
no way to understand what
the hell it is or what your

real power or purpose is,

The cavel

We got gassed|




Thanks to Gorshash, you're geing to be
seeing a bunch of little surprises from the
Ercgenians’ checkered past - like
Shuach's charming underground
guest facilities.

You're
gonna wake
up in a bit, and when
you do, you're geing fo

have to escape from
your cell, hook up
with the ladies and
then break out

together.

Right now, you're in a
filthy little cell with a chain on

you, Oh, and you're naked. They
don't believe that "animals” should
wear clothes,

Terrific.
Whe's Gorshash?

The most dangerous
thing in this dimension:

o b

Bit of o
tall erder,

This is where I totally
screw the pooch and everybody

(% hates me, as usual - right?|
I|.

L Jesus, -
will you get a grip?!
Mobody haotes you, For

whatever reason, the giant
blende girl even loves you, and
that isn't going to change
any time seon. Lucky bastard.
But you do have to take
charge of yourself and use
what you've got to make
it st of this situation -
or you will die,

I'm fucked,

arent L?

That's kind of
up to you, isn't it?

Only this time,
they won't have
time to hate me
becouse theyll be
too busy being dead|
My fault ..
useless I -

Look, mot sure how
much of this little chat
we're having you're going to
remember when you wake up,
but I have to try:

Mentl, you can channel a lot
of power, Believe in that, Whatever
it is you absolutely have to do, you can
do it with the right spell.

But ... I don't know
any real spells!

6%

= s

o

-

(

I could just
smack you,

Just a shitlead
of old songs!




What do you think a spell hangs 115 power off of? What do you

: It's not mechanical, it's from your mind and Will,
think focuses your intent and your Will? You think "abracodabra™ o B o _ You're o conduit - a circuit for the free power
has power all by itself? Do you think that saying something o = s . that zaps through the universe. It's mot science.
in Latin or Hebrew or some other bullshit mumbeo- jumbo . f

It's Art. Those songs stuffed into your head
and wiggling your fingers a certain way has . g
power just because? ] ;

- are your chants, your spells., Usually, an
= Le apprenfice studies his chants from the
time he's a kid until he can do them

in his sleep, backwards,

- it # o8 For you, it was the Beatles,
Thig isn't Harry Potter, boychik. i the Troggs, Queen, Aerosmith, the Si'nnzs = all the
There's no Betty Crocker recipe - "Eye ’ crap that your hippy-dippy porents plaoyed constantly
of newt, toe of bat” Jesus, 4 and you picked up from before you were even born,
who comes up with that Your head is positively jammed with them, and you've
horseshit? played and sung them since you could talk, practically -
you know them so well you don't even have
to think about it, which is the point,

And in a dimension like X
Erogenia, they're kick-

ass enchantments,

"Maove mountains?”™
With what, John Denver?

With enough
Will and intent behind it?
Yeah, smart-oss,

When you fecus your ;f ‘
thought and your intent, _
and you put enough of your Start a little smaller right now,
emotional energy into it,

L j though - like making sure you don't
you can move mountains

: 1 get killed and eaten by a bunch of
with those old songsl ‘ ”~y mep-headed lizards,

For starters you're gonna have
to cowboy the fuck up!

Quit whining, grow a pair
and fight for your life,
for Chrissakel

Youre gonna
come o soon. Remember:
Focus| Intentl Emotional

energyl
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An enchanter
makes his own luck,

You do what
vou need to do,

These are net human beings.
They're a dif ferent species, a different
type of intelligent being altogether, They
have zere capacity for compassion, for
humans or anything else,

You cannot afford
to fuck around.




=<] still don't see why we can't just kill
the fucking thing and have done with it.»

«There's a lot you don't see.
It's becouse Sorshash said he wants
to be here to see how much punishment
it takes before it keels aver.s

«He's always wanting to know things,®
that cne. 5o he wants to supervise and
see it done right. And right now he's

«Oh. But shit, why does
there got to be four of us
guarding it? It's ene fucking
female, how much trouble «I seen big ones like
could it be?» that before. They
die just as easy. »

*Translated from Urttish,

<o cow can do that,
not even a big one»

«It's bigger than any
Erogenion cow I ever seen,
and I heard it took out
a whele squad of the
boys and two hunndens
all by itself.»




«Mo trophies. Mo scalps,
no hands, no ears,
not the neck-thing
it was wearin, not

nothin’l

tWhat I hate is that
we can't take no trophies,
I want that scalp - T mean,
look ot that haystack
of hair it's wearin'l

«The wrist-things :

are magick or somethin’, «Well, what about this?
Mearly burned my Mobedy's genna miss it.>
fucking hand of f »

«It's just a piece
of shit copper ch--»

«Aww, let it strugglel
Them chains're strong enough
to hold a gontharg's granddaddy. »




I was naked once, too,

I was property - just
like you are, now.

Yup. Just like he said.

Maked as a fucking jaybird.
And a chain, Great,
Cool, medieval stuff,

I have clothes, nowl

I have propertyl I'm not
eshhtaokk amymore - T am untakk!

; Te Trop, a
' Oh, right. I forgot. You're still stupidl little, little lie - because
to ‘:‘::FEhu;mE! 3 Except fi':i not Et:g:nim. Stupid, stupid, stupid! g I'm cleverer than
I'm your owner! T'm American. you are.
Gorshash gave - :
you to me, I
belong to him,
and you belong
o me.

&
Yl
& 3 ‘
Any chance '\ ﬂ;
I can have my \x_,_ Eshhtakk don't
pants, at 3 wear clothes, you
least? stupid Erogenian.

I'm cleverer than the big cow, than
the little cow, cleverer than anybody
but Gorshash, and he's cleverest of alll

Lo - it was
all a lie.
Why - why can't
I completely
believe that?

Becouse you're

Maybe I am, but
Tula's not, She saw
things in you - in your ¥ou really deo have a
heart - that were brother, don't you?
human.

Or -- you used to.




Soon, after T've shown

orshash how really S0 - this happens o let?
useful I am, he'll make

me LrtH

It doesn't matfer

He'll take his magick, and burn
all the animal out af me = Tl
moke babies and be rich and
have lets of pretty things to

wear and lats to eat!

Where the = uh = urr-naitt -
get turned into full-on Urtts?

Have you ever seen it?

Sometimes it doesl
But - you know Urtts that
used to be urr-naitt?

What are ‘Il'l_:l'l..l'? & I could kill
A scrawny little
eshhtakk, too stupid
to livel T .. I cande | T +hink T kill
whatever I want " I L
with youl

you just because T
wanted to! Yes -

And then
Tl eat you.

They don't let me eat the good meat -
up to now. You're a little small, but still,
you should last for days.

Gorshosh said he'll do it -

frorshash is powerful and ; Are you clever

magickal and clever and kills o . NOW?
whenever he wants| I listen to " Are you smart

HIM - I DONT listen ' - 53 NOwW?

to YOUI | Want to say
. something
NOWA

Of course - I do
have a habit of playing
Mot ... Especially ... _ with my feed, first.




I am colled orshash,

You are the calf of Ipola,
Queen and Uhic, King.

You are now

my property. Erogenians den't drink

Perform wall with our enemies,

and you will live
and have comfort,

Perform badly and

you will die in pain. Also, you might be

Do you thirst? interested to know, “Gorshash,”

that we don't fear death

= or pain,

For every single one of us,




That is inconvenient, But I
assume it is boast only - all that
lives fears death and shrinks from
pain, This is why who wields death
and pain is powerful,
Oh, ha=hal
“Obwiouslyl”

You are calf of leaders
of Erogenio. I wish to learn
their thought. You are user
of magick, and I wish to learn
of Erogenian Moon magick.

I am ewner.
You will not
laugh at me.

If you do, I will
forget that I wish
to learn things frem ’
y-r.-u,_und T will Oh, I can definitely
kill you. ok A . teach you about thatl

is iz profitable, It shows one thing
I thought was true - In the house of
Shuach, the Moon magick is
powerless.

Becouse I am pleased,
I will not punish you for this.
Please me further - sit with me If you do not,
and answer all I ask, I will kill you
witheut fail,




