Let me see,
¥You must have something
repulsively unpleasant
to tell me,

Mathing else twists
your face inte that particular
self-satisfied smirk,

I mean, “intelligence”™
Not from my as in "informationd”

side of the family.

Well, as it happens, s I".ft always thought
Mother, I have oy L - it must [::E_jrn-ur
received some rather hiits 5o grandfather's influence,

tragic intelligence.




And this infelligence
will have some bearing on
the realm? Or just me

Your friend, the
princess of Erogenia
.. well, there's no easy
way to say it - she's
been murdered, it seems.

And does this intelligence '

of yours give us a clue as to
wha the murderer ig?

¢ Fortunately, as for as I 90
know ne one else has heard ¥
this dreadful news, yet,
but they will,

Yes. Why, I don't know
what the Erogenians might do in
retaliation. They might even seek
to harm a member of our
royal family - to balance their ...
whatever it is,

"Cha,” dear, IYs called "cha.”
And that's true, Zona's people
don’t do things halfway
when it comes to family.

. Be a dear and have my books
and papers sent ahead for

me? And I hope Il be allowed

- orig it to be
bread and water and a

- You're going
to the Towerll

.'-_;ifl_w’J'S' BArBA F&a w:.z..ﬂ-_ﬂh

S0, don't keep me in this dreadful
suspense, lamb, Tell Mother who is the
party at the head of this

Well, do spit it

Mummy has things
to do and if you're just
going to stand there,
puffing your chest up

ridiculously .

Actually, it seems
part of a conspiracy.

I'm investigating fully, but -
well, all indications point to the
perpetrators being anti-Erogenian
Kivalians doing it on orders
from someone
in this very castle.

I don't want to believe if,
personally, but the source
is reliable., And as the regent I need
to take action immediately against

Yes, Mother,
how could

MNaturally. Won't be the first time.
Your father locked me up there twice -
no, three times, now I recall, There was

that absurd affair with Count Gilnek

right af ter we were married,

Ooal ¥ou -- you - you're just bound
and determined to take all the fun out
of this, aren't you?!

I;E 3 established :I'hr:li, already,
y Maldik, Do try to keep up.



, that i
i Tl negl Tell me one thing:

of the important little |
differences between us, Have you seen the body?

my son, I have never
chosen fo kill innocent § v
ople as one of : )
B ety W Have we brought it here in honor,
as befits her station?

e . it ! f==2 That reminds me, I will
o~ Tve gotten pe MRS have to write Ipola o particularky
rather good at it over : eloquent letter of condolence, Well = the
F,  Especially as T am, supposedly, body's .. uh &

time, true, but to me it's simply
| one of the occasionally necessary
A things that goes along with power.
2 To actually enjey it is in /

mean you believed

a mere report that
Zona Zonn Ipola

I say this with o mother's love -
you are a perfect idiet. If nothing else,

you've excelled at that,

_ You've blathered
' your whole scheme to me, revealed
master streke which hinges completely on Zona's murder - all
without knowing for certain that the princess
is actually dead?

Thrasu's broken bones,
child, don't you know how many times
we've had a report that that girl was killed in places
from Sandakar to the oceans of the Moon?! She always seems
to turn up a fortnight later completely unscathed ond witha
new drinking mug made from the skull of :

V- L%

¥ s B : e
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I remember her father, Zonn,
He's supposed to be dead, too - I
still don't believe it. He should have been killed a
hundred times over by gonthargs, wolves,
urtts or avalanches, and yet | even if he had to climb
out of a bottomless pit with broken arms, fighting
off demons from the Deeps he still survived,
By all the Spirit Kings that man was magnificent,
His daughter is just as hard to kill,

- - ik ..\._.J-' 1 _' ¥ e ..'_'I._ g . i
m“ll L " r: . l. 11‘. ‘I‘ 1I L .‘ .\.._‘I - L .
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Oh, yes, She has to
: be, doesn't she?
May I have my

old room on the west gide?
I hate to be a bother, but it has
such a nice view of the river, 'ISH'F' ml'“"’ﬂ‘ me!
Through iron bars, T'm winning, finally!
of course, but it's -

Guardsl!
That, my dear, Escort Her Majesty
remains to be seen. to the White Towerl

Do try to clean up those loose
ends in your scheme, can you?
Remember, the demon's
in the details,

Hahl She's dead.
The Erogenian’s dead,
I know zhe's dead,
that's what the
message said,




Out of the night that covers rme,
Black as bthe Pit from pole to pole, |

I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconguerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
«Ahhh, you stupid idiot! ] " I have not winced nor cried aloud.

They're your dice, how con I cheat?l» ¥ .\
Under'the bludgeonings of chance
\ My hfad is bloody, but unbowed.

N\
\Q\

L
—
1

Beyond rm'f._;p.racg of wrath and tears
Looms QUtrqé*Hnmr of the shade,

Arndayet__@e menace of the yaars
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid.
iy e
-
L

taive it up, urtt - you're . ¥

Jjust havin' a real run of bad luck, »

It matters not how stralt the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,

I am the master of my fate:




I am the captain of my soul.
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«MNO| Don't getinits g
reachl You stupid -»

e

SNA-AP!
THUD?

SNAY |
SPTANGY S rmcitaas”

" s g
=
¥ i s P ol
5]
—-”1"*!
i el
A

«SHOOT ITI

Shoot it quick, before .‘i ; - o 3
breoks the ankle chainsl> ¥ \ :
2 J
TWANG!
SNAG.

«It fucking cought
1‘#m|:dusshulu_! I-::‘ the fucking bolt in
could you miss its fucking hand!>

o

<HELPIIl HELPIl It's got m--> ?




f magick,

I'm supposed to be able to do some kind o
but T cant make a love song - I have no idea what

So - she's pawing at me like
that would do o her. Like Vito said: Mot human

I was a piece of meat,

to her, Tam. Literally, She's "o
g to play around, do kinky, 0

00

perverted things fo me and then
she's going To kill me,

I think if vou look up the definition

And then eat me.
of “Big Trouble” in the dictionary,

i
e F
‘ r l this is the picture next foit. 5o -
}( how do I get out of it?
o

T ""{.x_

| .

Meed something that cuts through everything -
not compassion, not love -

What - what are Why are you
you doing? : making that noise??

-

= -
=
; A
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HEY! HEY!

HEY! HEY !

a4
L AT 4N \anauase




YOU GOT THE CUTEST ASS IVE EVER SEEN
KNOCK ME DOWN FOR A SIX ANY TIME

LOOK 2€ Mmeee-i JOT A TASE TF MY .
LODK 3T Meee-i 10T A TATR LE DAY RNNEE.
L00K AT TRRR-i J0T A TATR OF hi® \\\\\ﬂ&%

LUK QL TREL-1 J01T 2 LASR AF bt \\\mm.

nnnnnnnnnnnnn



Please .. wannnt _ youl | |

Mannnnnnn-aaaah-hhhannhhhh_
Do me! Pleaselneedyouinmeeeee

PLEASE, MASTERH

Yesl
Yes, I close my eyes,
master

BEBABY
YOLVRE HOT!

Can't do it with these
irons on, I'm afraid,

Pleasel
50 ... hungryl
Meed voul

Oy
Just close
Vour eyes




Pleeeeeaaase!!
I burnll Want you
Wart ==

kMleeeed. Please, more, Master!

MORE!

So hungrylll

Oh, Jesus _,

What ...
What did I _7?
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Irtts have hard heads -
I can't tell if she's still alive or .. . T

= ‘. ‘\-‘

I just beat a woman,
Maybe to death.

. , |
y “4
t to live,
Take what I can find, X Bot to live
G&et dressed, Find Zona,
Can't ... fuck around, .

Can't think about that now 3 .
&ot to live. Got to get . Y : -
out of here.
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I've studied
Erogenian mﬂ.gl'r:h since

You will tell me -
I was three years ald,

how long o u study?
L am told that yvou also have
been at Mormos in
the past.

I went
i | * to Mormos
5 ; for two years to
study the alchemy
and ritual magick of
the Eivalions as well
histarical
cocuments

F that we no longer
POSSESS in My
country.
-'--i-l I
s 5

e e i
L~ S <

The Kivalians have
excellent magickal mechanics - but . It is an
their view of magick limits them inferesting thing,
] this human game of
small war. Urtts do not )
have a thing like this. ik
L begin to see, }':;:-l.uf'u's_'r_ y_
that it iz useful for
human to be learning
things in small
and applying the g
knowleoge
ta the thing
n large

Urtts
do mot need
such games, of course,
put it pleases me to
understand how you

will play, and T will
apply the knowledge fo
knowing how you will
think,

Ah. Tuntoch,
A nice set. I wonder who vou stole it from?
Some Erogenian noble, by the looks

I'll be red, you blue I wish to know
Will vou defend or attack? ?, what you will choose.

Very wel
I'll be the attacker,
Red is on the outer rings,
and blue i3 in the fortress,
Mine 12 the first move.




. do you smile so?

You will not say such a thing
to ownerl Yaou will be made
to be in more pain than even you
can endure, and then killed

¥ou mean that
vou will defeat me in the
game? For certainky,
vou cannot kill me.

You are weak, female.
Alone, Your magick will not
work in Shuach's
sacred space.

You have no weapon, you are helpless

and there are two guards outside who

will came when I make the first sound
of alarm, Make vour move, Mow

2008 BARBARIAMPRIMNCESS. O

Because L am
going to kill you.




Congratulations,
You now have a little example
of how I think, Sors

I am female

I am alone.
And it does seem as
though my magick

has taken a

h haoliday,

But Lama
princess of Erogenia,
L am not weak
And I'm never helpless.

Although,
there's the difference
between Zona and me:
She would have put the
piece completely through
vour head without
thinking.

I haod fo make
you open your ugly
mouth wide enough

to put one down
wvour throat

And what were
you going to do? Kill me
with my own knife after
you got what you
wanted?

And you were
stupid enough to put
something in my
hand L could use

Mo objection
if I take this,

have vou?

Thanks, so much.
Omly it is a little
cald in here.







Yes, thank yvou.
Your timing is excellent,

Mentl, what
did they do
tio youd

Mertl's rightl

We'll
discuss it later,
once we get out

of here.

We've got

The alarm's been
to be fast

raised, and we have
to find Mentl,

Honey - honey ...
no. Mot _ don't
tauch ..




They're coming.

They're blocking the exit -
at least the one that goes up.
And they've got that gas

There's got
to be some kind of
back door,

Trust us

T T

m

We dao this
kind of thing
all the timel




He rarely thinks about anything other than his job, which is hunting :

and killing whatever he is told to. His ambitions generally center around [
acquiring females and slavghtering humans, especially those who are
chained and otherwise helpless. He enjoys making trophies from the
skulls of humans, especially young children,

He is 3T years old, which makes him a fairly young
male Urtt. He is aggressive, sfrong, and quick, He was
recently promoted to be a hunter leader of six, and he

kills with great relish.

If you could speak Urtt, and were to ask him about anything other than
food, blood, killing and sex, he would not have an answer for you,
because he would not understand the guestion

Right now, he's leading his squad to seek and apprehend the three
escaped human prisoners. His intention is to kill them. He is
urnder strict orders not to dismember them. This is a source of
disappointment ta him.




507

What about “hiding?”
Remember “hiding?”

They were
nearly onus.

It should - Y¥OU were
the one who taught ME
stealthl

We're trying to
get out as guickly and
quigthy as we can, not

leave a bloody traill

L just want
to make them
all pay.




We will, We will
Later

Right now
vy magick isnt even
working, and we don't
know how many more of
them there are or what : | * Mall right ..
other strange weapons g
they might have

I don't need you ..
LOOMING over me like some
fucking mother hen with a
pituitary condition,
goddammit!

Something happened.

Whatever it is, whatever wound they put
an kim, I will return seven times seven a
thousand times over,

We gotta keep
maving, don't we?

They thought I was their enemy before?
There are generations of Urtts that
haven't been born yet that will regret that
this day ever happenad!




«The
Erogenians _. KOFFI
have all broken fres,
haver't they?»

“If they escape,
T will feed you both

ALIVE .. 1.
ESHTAKKS!




<Yes, master! Do you _.
do you need some - do you regquire
- anything?»

<Well, I pay for my failure
— alone, »

NGHHAAAAASH
JHUACH KANAKHORFIAN

lemmny o o

; «With my own hands
«50 .. now I learn greater wisdom. " y . "
T swear, T will feast on the living flesh of her [ATTRRIS T will fear her heart outh >

wha is the author of my pain. »

| SWERR IT!!




B Naked, T el yal T+ beat him, Al
! pulled his fucking eye out, then stole 4§

5o fuckin® what?
He's alive, ain't he?
hat's anby * couse he's

Earshash, Fuckofalot
better'n the two boys

Yeah, but that was the
big one that got them, »

Big one, little one, male, female, what's the fuckin'
difference? You little babies don't even know what
it's like to fight real Erogenians. I remember
back in the real war ..»

<Hey, you shut the fuck up! It's like I told you whining bitches at
the very beginning, these ain't like the fat, tome eshfokks back homel
They're wild - they fight like hell and they're smartl And these
two are high status Erogenians, what T hear. Double-double everything
You con't give “em a chance or we'll all wind up like Skalgashl »

«Hey, that was funny,
though, the way his head
was all the fucking
way across the chamber.
Like they were phayin'
kickball or somethin’, >




Ach! Still nothing.
It feels like I'm drowning
im guicksand ..

It's the residual magick of
Shuach in this place.- can't affect
or even sense anything on the
mystic planes. T've got to get
away from it!




Really sorry.

Fuckin’' OW, man,
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Ihere's an opening Lt smells
to the outdoors down very much bad
this way, Let's go / down there ...

I've smelled
WOrse,




Always - always there seems fo be
some network of ancient underground
passages that has to be slogged through.

Down, down we go,
following the breath of
outside air through danle,
vermin-ridden funnels and
down flights and flights
of stairs that have far
too little wear on them
for all their centuries of
age. The torches on the
walls disappear, and the
signs of Urtts become fewer
until we no longer see
them, either.

i
And ever there's the echo of our old, evil god, as ‘
though he's always looking over my shoulder,

suffocating and blinding me.

Jealous Shuach, Greedy Shuach.
5till furious and raging after three thousand years
in his prison in the Ctherwhen, How he hates us, now.

I can feel it.

I can feel the hate in this place, feel the rage, the love of death,

And then there comes that old tickle in the
Sometimes I just know that this is the kind of place where I'm going fo die back of my skull that has nothing to do with
magick,
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She's bleedin’
out fast, babe,

Ok, sweet
Mother SODGESSI
That hurtsl

The thing z Mo idea,
put holes in your . L :
leg I can practically
see through.

We're down pretty deep
and these places always seem
fo have some kind of nasty
thing from the Deeps or the
Otherwhen or worse waiting
™ ki” ':.-';ZIIJ .

Mot the first time
T've said this to you,
but what the hell
WAS that?l

. You're not going
Just hope those fangs to die, you hear?|
weren't - ogl- poisoned ,  Mobody is.
or anytming,

That would
be rather unfortunate,
becouse then .. T'd
probabhy _. die,

We're going nowhere
for awhile: You rest

Wrong - got fo _.
got to get away from here _. now,
Right now.




Further
from the source of
Shuach's magick - Mnhl
== more L can do

And there may be
others like that thing,
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% Mentl, yvou take Tula

and get as far away as you can -
don’t stop for anything!

There's hundreds of theim.

They'll swarm over her
just like piranhas and theyll
tear her apart, no matter

how many she kills.

MENTLI
Are you listening
fo me?!l

=1 ju;l"l'q:nn‘i let that happen.
- 1



[ TOO "MUCHALOVE DPRIVES £ AN INSANE!
™ ‘F‘

Zona, get back!
He's --

k.
5,
E‘

{4
YOU, BROKE | MY
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*koffl™
uhh __ *koff-koffl*
Um. sMmHII *hoffl™ Ow.
That was .. pretty good. Well, I should
| BLOODY WELL hope sol
*hackl* Ow,

I am NOT .
"ALL RIGHTII"




I just - I mean, I just
exploded super-napalm from my
FUCKING hands, okay?

)

| "“

: o \ .
v The whole fucking -
¥ CEILING collapsed There's lavall L
Melted rock, for Chrissakel! :
I mean it was ..

.":'
>
' & Well, nobody's

going fo follow us,
that's for sure.

T+ was
a huge fucking = :
ExpLOSIONI g, ¥ILLED usalll

I could have

'-'-"}‘ﬂ‘l‘ 15 it
with you people??

Am I the
only one here
who saw that

I melted

ROCKHM

I HAVE NO IDEA

! WHAT I'M DOINGI
By the grace of

SO0 knows WHATI

We could have

all died!

Yes, and that's
why you need training - Ji

And before that,
I.TI. hadto.
had ta .,

Oh, and I DOMT
need a LECTURE

Oh,
from YOLUI

GAAHDI

I MELTED
ROCKN

N T will NOT
calim diownl

I have been
HOLDINEG it TOGETHER
since I woke up in this fucking
absurd, unreal, EVIL situation,
and I just would like to have a
fotal breakdown for a couple . Carry on,
Tﬂ'iFILFI'EE, ‘qun I-'I"Iﬂ}"hE o HH Means.
Ll feel betterl

Is this against the rules?|
I mean, the passoge is melted shut -
MELTED shut! Jesusl
We gota .. just a little break
here where nobody's trying to kill and eat us --
Haoven't I earned the right to just freak out?l
Is that all right with you™




And I'l +ell
YOU! something for nothing, lady!
DOM'T vou EVER tell me fo run away while you
stay behind and get killed by
something ; awfull
Don't vou EVER do that againl
You do, and T Tl
I'll do ...

. SOMETHINSG

I .. don't know what
it is, but I SUARAMTEE vou
WILL MOT LIKE ITH

5o, if you have to
stay behind ta get killed,
so do Il

I lowve you
I lowe you, Lonal more than T've ever
loved anyone in my

whale lifel

Lf you're gonna die,
I'm gonna die right there
with woul

You got that?!

you taught me how I've

doing the right thing can be |:|_. ¥ never had un'ffhlﬂg
important as your own life - |.||..r.r-rr. dying for, ever .

sometimes even until T met
more, -




STI'I'.'I.I-':'_JI"lTI-lFIEd ... OUT.

Awr, shit what I did .
zod .. Oh, God

You did what you had fo.
It will be all right

Shit, mow I'm afraid

if I do or say anything
the wrong way, L'l have lightning
shooting out of my ass
or something ..




Oh, great.
The tournigquet’s coming loose
and I'm bleeding out again .. tired.
So tired. Too weak to fix it myself.

hey, help over here ..
why can't they hear me?

Hey, maybe because
I'm not actually

talking, and ...

Oh, okay.

I'm passing out.
At least it won't hurt for awhile.

Unless of course . I'm dying.

That would really ...

... suck.



The chamber of
Count Tethik Of Dell.

Mormos.

S5, 00M
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I just - I mean, I just
exploded super-napalm from my
FUCKING hands, okay?

)

| "“

: o \ .
v The whole fucking -
¥ CEILING collapsed There's lavall L
Melted rock, for Chrissakel! :
I mean it was ..

.":'
>
' & Well, nobody's

going fo follow us,
that's for sure.

T+ was
a huge fucking = :
ExpLOSIONI g, ¥ILLED usalll

I could have

'-'-"}‘ﬂ‘l‘ 15 it
with you people??

Am I the
only one here
who saw that

I melted

ROCKHM

I HAVE NO IDEA

! WHAT I'M DOINGI
By the grace of

SO0 knows WHATI

We could have

all died!

Yes, and that's
why you need training - Ji

And before that,
I.TI. hadto.
had ta .,

Oh, and I DOMT
need a LECTURE

Oh,
from YOLUI

GAAHDI

I MELTED
ROCKN

N T will NOT
calim diownl

I have been
HOLDINEG it TOGETHER
since I woke up in this fucking
absurd, unreal, EVIL situation,
and I just would like to have a
fotal breakdown for a couple . Carry on,
Tﬂ'iFILFI'EE, ‘qun I-'I"Iﬂ}"hE o HH Means.
Ll feel betterl

Is this against the rules?|
I mean, the passoge is melted shut -
MELTED shut! Jesusl
We gota .. just a little break
here where nobody's trying to kill and eat us --
Haoven't I earned the right to just freak out?l
Is that all right with you™




But then,
my love life
is just one long series
of disappointments,
st it?

I really I:md
expected better of you,

This is probably Maldik
trying fo get rid of me.

Are you even
really Erogenian? Well, I'm afraid
Hard to believe I can hardly call youa
friend any more
after this

You _ you're not my _
enemy, my lord

Erogenians always
look their enemies
in the eye,

What is

the game,
boy?

My mother’s father
was Erogenian, He was kin
to Queen Kurya, yes.

§
=

;&?}'

S
A

/ Are you truly an o A
Erogenian prince
from the Fox Tribe, or )
was that a lie? .u::f

My lord, please -
he said ..,

Well, as far as the Erogenians
are concerned, that's good
enough fo be considered royal -
though Kurya's not exacthy
the most stable of them all
these days, as I'm sure

you know

. he said
Monetheless, my family, my mother
' T and all of them, they'd be
T';; | };:mu:dg::hi:n;}u:: slaughtered, the children

sold into slavery,
if I didn't kill youl

f today, Hentic.
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He did, did he? My cousin is
getting a bit bolder with his
perfidies these days. First
Yanora in the White Tower,
and now this, What else?

Kill me -
do what you want
with me, but T beg you
- help my kind

Well, assuming for a moment
I believe a word of this story
rours, I should hope I
uld arrange it so that
no one has to get killed
at all - ar sald
info slavery

As to doing
what T want with you, Here - put something on
we've already been there Let's sit down like men
tonight a couple of times. for a moment,

To everyone's
confinued good
health.







What is it boy?
Some sort of fit -

Poison?
And yet, T'm still well,
If it works thot quickly --

Mm, Faery slipper

Bloody painful stuff,

poor boy, but at least
it's guick

Painted on the
inside of the goblef,

o I'd use my own wine
without suspecting,
They should not have been
able to da that in
vy own chamber.
Impressive,

Ahh - clever. T
might check one, but less
likely to check both. And no
matter who drank it
it's a murder

If me, then it eliminates me and the boy
is a useful Erogenian scapegoat. If him, then

I've just murdered
an Erogenian princeling.
This is not good.




My lord!
It's Kreminikl
I heard screaming!
Are you welll?
Let us int

Oh, and of course,
Maldik's personal guards just happen
to be wandering the corridors nearby
at three hours before dawn,

Murder -
and Tethik fled,

His Highness
will wan® to
hear this.

“Turd-burgling
count,”
And find that indeed.
turd-burgling
ocountl

Break down Time, I think,

the door! to get some
; distance,

The voung Erogenian
is dead, Captain,

Tim of f to
the prince,

I must remember to find
something particularly unpleasant
for that man to suffer through
before all this is done,




Ohi
Thiz feels like
The Otherwhen

Yau're quick, as I said before,

<3
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This is an ...
interesting little

I have to say,
you must be pretty
good o put me
in this costume

T usualby
visualize myself in
my own clothes when

T'm traveling outside

the physical

Maore comfortable

for wha?

And you can
change the teddy
to whatever yvou
want, of course,
I just like to
have a little joke
sometimes.

May
I take it
that I am
not dead,

Vito?

Eh. Like everything else,
it's timing. I took advantage of
your disgrientation as you
maode the transition,

Undid my braids,

too, I notice.

A little image
planted here,
a suggestion

You're in
something more
comfortable,

So-
What do I
call you?

Oh=hal
Moy mind reels
with double
enfendres _

A real name
would be better,
especially if you're
putting me in

lace,

I like a little
satin and lace every
now and then. We do
wear things besides leather
and chain in Erogenia, &
after all.




Aw, I can never keep

a straight facel

Of COURSE
you're not deadl

Yaou think fona and Mentl
would let you just bleed to death
right in front of them? Hal
Boy, you should have
SEen your -

Hey -
hey, sorryl

Really sorry.

I swear, . As you folks say,
if someone else : “cha na amanh,
hodn't already ; 7y no bullshit.

killed you ... . '

Youre
: gonna be fine - serioushy.
They stopped the bleeding and have
you all bound up again, and they're
taking good care of you
umtil you wake up.

Mentl has his
Red Cross certificate,
didja know that?

Tguess .. T've have ne idea what '
already been alone in that means, but I
this place teo long. Well, the Otherwhen t assume it's something
iz __ difficult, at best n i good or useful,
for anyone,, But - e
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Wery useful.
Means he knows how to apply pressure to an artery,
how o make o proper bandage, how to set a broken limb - -
even how to do CPR,

He's a very good man.
Very powerful magick, foo. Just wish
I could know if --

Back home
we call that an
“appletini. "

Just like you,

Are you
trying to get
me drunk?
Amyway, this is
the Otherwhen,
none of this is real
What difference
does it make?

¥l W _
5*,’!! ﬂ
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Well, since all of existence
itself is basically just an illusion, --

Of course the cats can see me.
What a pair of good guys you got, there.
They were gonna protect that cave entrance,
Just like they were told to. And they'd have
both died doing if.
z I just talked a
little sense to them and
they'll meet you around back
where you'll eventually

i a back doorl

AnPRNCESS SO

-= you might think
I would lose my illusory inhibitions
under the illusory influence and

you could get some illusory -

Bo I look like
the kind of man who would
do such a thing to

a young lady?

Seriousty, though,

I know I can be an ass sometimeas,
but when have I ever given the
impression that I am anything

but a friend?

to steer the kid the right way,
to give sage counsel and advice -
I even made sure your cats
and your horses will be okay.




Ihere's only =
I can tell you.

On the other hand, _ :
£ T'm so gﬂnd |.'|.'|'1':.-' did T Idiot] Idiot!
let us just skip merrily
right into an obvious
trap?

How EDU‘Id 1 You were fr-:ﬂng
be so stupid? to help someone. You took
a chance. Sometimes that's
what good people do, no
matter how smart
they are.

Mo, no, There are rules
Az a technically dead person, I can
only guide and influence so much
Especially you.
Hey - I had 1o lef you
walk inta this little tea party in :
the first place - you think I liked that?
I've already pushed the envelope on
some stuff because technically this
isn't my home dimension, but
you'll have to find your way out
by yourself,

You weren t
alone, vou were
strong, - hell, you had a
hostage, even, you thought,
Yaou couldn't have known
they'd gas vou
like that

Fona
was right and
I was wrang -
T'll never live




Actually, it's good for people
like you to completely fuck up
occasionally, Besides, you've been
in worse scrapes before

After all,
not many people can
say they've been to
the Moon and back
or saved whole
kingdoms by
destroying an evil
magus -at 17,
you little prodigy.

you.

You kmow a
lot about us,

I have a lot af
free time for research,

I think it's
something more,

Well, it is,
but I'm not gonna
tell you right

Just out
of curiosity -

== @5 ... Ong
infellectual to
another -«

-- what did you loak
like, oh -thirty-five or
forty yvears ago?




I like cats.
You know, that was And horses.
a very nice thing
you did, helping the
cats like that.

our family,
you know, L 2
_,..-"'1 L know :|
N £

—_— B

o

e » I should probably
How nice are B ¥ at least thank vou
for deing that. Just

wWou .'_'_4 ain |:| 0

thank me? > & ug ; A to .. balance the cha,

How nice oo 4 [ £ Don't ask
you want . g questions you
e to? e T ! don't want the

; answers to,




Hey - she's coming to.

Oh, thank the Goddessl

He's ., he's .
actually pretty cute _

&ood morning, Starshine.

Uhh - newer mind.

How long
have I been out?

A couple of houwrs,
Are you okoy?




