I'm weak
and dizzy from
loss of blood, T'd
cheerfully kill for a
drop of water, and
my leg hurts,

Eive me a minute
to gather my wits
and we can go,

All right,

d, no medicine and, Wolf Cub,

most important, I'm still feeling
Shuach’s foul magick all over,
suffocating my senses and :
sapping my strength, - Tf T have to
' drop you to fight,
I'll try o make sure
you fall on your

good leg.

We needed to get
out of here hours ago.
There is a way out, but we'll
never find it sitting here getting
hungrier, thirstier and letting
my leg get more inflamed,

Hey, nobady's
faster than
Lona Zonn-Ipola

The whale
warld knows

that We'll

be all right,
Lian Cub

."|IE'F_
it just keeps
getting better,
doesn't it?

L am
having such a
good time,




The possage
branches off here
to the right, but there's
a breeze from both
Mentl, can't you make
a little light?

Oh, sure -
ike 1 mace a
little fire?

Ah - right

You use
your other senses,

I just concentrate on the echoes
that our feet make, ary other noises,
smells. heat, the movement of the air -
all of it. It gives me a picture of where
were going, I don't like these places
any better than you do, but we've
hod expeience encugh to
tell ---

- it's gbout ten fest wide,
eight feet high, and is gradually
sloping upwards in the direction

of the slight outside smel

on that little breeze
n fromt of us.

Shit - can't see
vy hand in front
of my face,

The left way ...
feels better.

zood
enough for
me,

Aw_ this i:

L mean, how
are we supposed to
find owr way out
if we can't even
see?

It's
also pretty
irregular here,
sorryl




Ma, I think

Is it just me, you're right
ar is it especially Smells like
foul-smelling up something
ahead? dead.

Okay, okay - Lizacahl
stop a minute,

[+'s not feeling
guite as close here.
Let me try again

Lunaoeis ..

Ehl
About as bright
as a dead firefhy -

maving in

Pl



Mo, I think
Isit just me, you're right ... and thiere's still
or is it especially Smells like the occasional projection
foul -smelling up something Sorry, Wolf Cub.
ahead? dead

Okay, okay - LE&E.&l’ll
stop a minute.

I+'s not feeling
guite as close here.
Let me try again ..

Lunaoeis ..

Ehl
About as bright
as a dead firefly - - but
at least it shows we're
maving in the right
direction.

Pl



Urtt. Dead for weeks
Broken leg - broken hip

nat braken -
crushed hip. Wow,
laok at thatl Looks
like he Fan info
something really
big, survived
Just ..

. just long
enaugh to drag
himself here
.. and die,

You could Who knows,

What was he
doing this far from
the main tunnels,
Ty Ty

Maybe we'll find out,
We're going in the direction
he came from. Whatever he met along
the way, it's big enough to smash
an urtt's bones like eggshells - and
it might still be there

Terrific,

I'm impossibly far from
home and loocking forward to my
imminent death at the hands of

something unnamed and gigantic
If that's not the definition of
“adventure,” I don't know
what is,

Did I mention
what a great time
I'm having, here?

nave stayed

i NoMnes Yanora might
1 i, =

have made you
ane of her
favorites,

Yanora made
a play for him?

S0 did half
the women at court --
and Tethik

Wow,
that's an
historic event!
I'd pay good
silver to have
seen her
facel

L just ..
didn't wanna

go there,

Ah. of course,
Yanora s

. very good
in bed, I hear.
Reputation for being
very open-minded
for a Kivalian,

Yau
are definitely
from another
world, Mentl.
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for a Kivalian,

Yau
are definitely
from another
world, Mentl.




Mormos, inside the White Tower.

To my dearest sister queen and longtime friend, Tpola Thantic-Ravonma,

Queen of the Moon Tribe and Ligge-lady to all Evogenta I send greetings.

I fear I send bad tidings to you. I am imprisoned on a false charge of murder
by my younger son, Prince Regent Maldil, Duke of Tellany, wihom you may
remember as the sour-faced snotty boy wio narrowly survived his oiwn
uninvited atientions to your young daughter, the princess Tula Uthic-Tpola,
(good health, fortune and gracious days to her.} when she was here as our
guest, Part of the reason you may kpow Uhis to be a false charge is that I

am accused of ordering the death of your eldest daughter and champion, Zona
Zonn-Tpola, (Tong fife, fortune and glory surround her) and heading an anti-
Erogenian conspiracy.  Firstly, you will kpow by our long association and
mutual respect that it is patently absurd for me to wish the very bemeficial
alfiance belween our Kingdoms bo be weakened or broken in arry way

al s perilons time. Secondly, my younger son has stated that Zona is, in

fact, dead. I knotw as a mother and a queen it may cause you concern to fear
this, but kpow that Zona's body is not in evidence, and as we are

both aware, many such stories have been heard over the years

that the tall princess has been an active wanderer and your

champion,and never have they turned out to be true. It is even

possible thal she is by your side now, as guick as eier, as you vead

ths

I pray it 15 so.

I beseech you to be on your guard, because this plot of my son's is obviously

intent on drviding us and eliminating his otwn enenvies and obstacles to the

throne, in which company I fear I find myself. Count Tethik is also, cven as

I wrile this, accused for complicity in Lhe death of an Erogenian nobleman,
- :

witich I fikgwise have mo doubt is as false as we both Epow the good count

to be just and true. I speculate that my eldest son the King will be the
target .-.1?"- dsrassination that will be contrived in such a way das bo :'.rr:p!'i'.:ﬂa'.'.'

jenians, exploiting Lhe fear and mistrust that marny of the common

people of both our nations have still toward each other, T'se your own

remoivmed wisdom and forbearance in all your dealings with my son or fis
agents and be as mistrustful of rumor as you would a viper. I cannol stress
this more strongly: Do NOT trust any messenger of Maldik s no matier
witat they may tell you.




T bide el otherwise, although
my eyes appear to be weakening
and I am now obliged Lo wear
spectacles to read. Tt is most

! -

&
-5

| annoying, but it is one of those = Sy R
I #

Hrings e must bear wilth as
the years lengtfen.
My appetite is still good, and I have managed to seduce
ome of my jailors, a sweel young fellow who thinks ke fas
decetved me tnto giving fim iters to delrver to mry agents
outside the Tower. It is a good stratagem, as the false

messages pul Maldik off the scent and allow me to send |

-
this and other true fetters by a much more secure route, j
.
i
That is, as soon as I discoper

OF Trreeitd omne,

Uncharacteristically, Maldi appears to be displaying
some actual depth and complexity Lo fis thinking. HHe

fhas prevented my message birds from reaching me by
SORE MRS, ﬂn.-i"m_'_.' attempls o contact you .'."."_1,.1 tite other
method that we had established long age alse seems to

be blocked. '

Yours in eternal friendship

and hope of receiving word

from you soonest,

To the bearer of this message 7 e

I bestow my blzssing and a i
reward of some good boon

that it will be up to you to
Judge and me Lo reguite wihen

Sl there are things, even I am able.

in Hids tower, that Maldik
has mo Enowdedge of, and
I trust that one of them
will eventually turn to

my advantage.

FPostscrmpl —

SCRARTCH!
= 5 it ; SERATEH-SCRATEH-5CRATCH
forgotten that the cha SR A
betiveen us is still mot '
fully balanced] years

L!_f-__fl:l"l'-l.‘-'ﬂd.-!! i ip aitd p:l.l'}.-.-_}'

Do not think I have

nobivitfistanding.
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“Ahh. Thrasu has
heard my prayer!

Just keeping
my hand in.

Lt also
tires him gut
zo0 he sleeps on
duty. I think
as long as we
keep our voices
down we're
safe,

S50 - Kendrik's
passages are
still clear?

They
were breaking
down my door, cousin.
I didn't have time
to be brilliant.

So, what
will you do?

To say nathing
of the waste of
resources with the
Urits advancing

I ran't
understand it.
Maldik never has this
fmary dimensions to
his schemes,

“Tethik, certainky.”

How sweet,
you still remember
the old sign and
countersign!

I've been
waiting long enough tonight
touse it I listened af the door an howr
ago - I heard two souls in the throes of
animal lust, so I decided to cat-nap
until it quieted down. Are you
inventing new sins again?

I don™t wart to trust it
twice, though. They might
not be fooled for long by my

little improvisation with

Rope out
the open window?
Oh, Tethikl They
do that in
pantomimesl

To your holdings

need fo fake a in Dell, then?

holiday from
INormas,

Mo - then he'd come
after me with an army, and
a stupid siege on Dell Keep is
the last thing my uncle wants.
Besides, it's the first place
anyone would expect
me to go,

You'll outlive
us all, my dear, and
die in bed witha
pair of nubile
youths,

I suppose

I've always
been able to stay
ahead of him with only
a tithe of my full
attertion before,

I really am
getting old.

Thiz isn't Maldik
Someone else is lending
him their wit, and
whoever if is .
is quite good.




You think you
know, don't you?

ina

general way.

Maldik has always
warted the throne ...

He's a pawn
in this, ¥anoral
You know it

Mo, he's made
o damnable deal

That
little bundle
of selfish, spiteful
malice would sell
us all fo the Deeps
just to have the
biggest piece of
the pie and the
last laugh.

Im ..
all the years since he
could talk, I've never made the

mistake of overestimating

Lintil now,
I'im afraid.

Don't be
too hard on yourself
After all is said and done,
he is still your son. You simply didn't
want to think that he would
sink that low.

Wha would mast benefit fram
breaking the alliance? Who has the
most to gain from seeing a weak
king on the throne?

He wouldn
Mot with them!




Let's not
do anything
drastic, now.

And there you're
what he's wrong, iy lord, He
done _ g % the man that I
. helped to make. And
f what you suspect is
true, then he's a
mistake T
shall hove to
correct,

L't going to wvisit
an ald bull-headed
fellow first,

I'm going to wisit
an old friend, Someone
needs to warn them.

rood, Oh =T see,
Your seal will Well, you know
carry some weight, { best, I thought
at least, But I don't vou'd had a
intend to go directly falling-out?
there - again, that
would be another place
I might be expected
to run to.

Sometimes L think
the only thing g

about the old days is
that we weren't old

Isn't that
good enough?

Besides, a good
fight in the open air
with the risk of
gefting spitted by ’
barbarians .. Fare well
' And keep safe,

Like the good old days.

I do love you, long shanks,
I should be very angry
with you if you

got killed.

Likewise. As the
Erogenians say,
"cha ma amanh.”




Oh ... you weren't
drowsing on duty
again, were you?

I .. certainly
not, Your Gracel

Don't worry.
I won't fell.

Why don't you
come in and Mum
will tell vou another
naughty little
story?







(With you hurt, T don't wartt
fgﬂf;ighf I1:-|:’rL don't absolutely have to.

We need to find someploce safe -
preferably Erogenian - fo heal you
and o rest up. )




Back in the tunnell

You know
something I don't?

Squash-proof,

are we?

Heyl You put that
thing down right MNOWI

Sal THAT s where vou
little bastards have
been coming from

L just know
how to handle

Or I'll SHOVE it
RIGHT up

ZOMA| My
pretty litfle
Lonal

Good fo
see you, too,
ity friend!

Guess she
doesn't tell you
everything

w
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Again, T am 50 sorry - I thought
you were Urttsl Every now and again,
I find some of the nasty little creatures
stealing from the stores, and it
just drives me crazyl
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Well, as far K
as we know, that
passage is pretty well
blocked, now.

i T
riy by P by A :-'.||l'_ll\.'l'-J-Hrr ey iy

Melted,
actualhy.

I don't think
you'll have any
more problems

from that
direction.

But this place
is 0 nice, Kehlanl

It's been two years since
I last sow vou, and you never
took up my invitation to visit

the Valley Of The Moon

Oh, thank you,
so much! Such a
surprise to see you,
Zona, but with you, one
con always expect
the unexpected,

Oh, you know me -

I'mshy, Most people
aren't like you,
you know.

I+'s not as if
I can't handle an angry
mab with terches and
pitchforks now and again,
I just hate the judgment
and rejection,
you Know?

I guess L'm
too sensitive.
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Oh, don't be that way! AL under the bridge?
That's all water under ; "“"‘F" . " F . What haven't you

e bridge. Have a biscuit told me?
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| e allie Eml:l-::r'r'assed because
e | ~ Bl of how we met. But it's
: «,‘I'! .1 V. _ all right, I don't
o gl * . blame her.
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This was about
5ix years ago ...

¥ou remember

when Arogond
forced the
Challenge to
the alliance?
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I was also just mot in the mood, that
day, let me tell you. I'd found
a nice, private spot to settle
in the wilderness just outside
the Bull Tribe's territory.
It was quiet and I liked if.

And who just barrels right on
in without a how-do-you-do,
but this one, here --

- -straight through
my carrot patch
without stopping!

I decided right then
that a certain someone
needed a talking-tol
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Well, ke fair - neither of us was
ina particularly reasonable
frame of mind at that paint.

o ... downhill from
there,

(e

I was running late, as T said.
As I recall, T wasn't really very
nice about it,

I guess I sort of got
my back up at that point. |

50, one thing \\!'

led to another ...

M,

The way it ... you know ...
sometimes just does for me.




Well at that point,
I sort of stopped
thinking rationally,

Okay - to be perfectly honest
I just stopped thinking at all,




She was Iike"_ nothing I'd ever seen,
5o fast - I couldn’t even react,

She kept hitting my |E?5_ Yy

arms, so I codldn’t stand
anymore, couldn't fight back.

Eventually, T couldn't
a anything at all.

_All right.
Just ... get it
over with.

Why didn't you just ..
get out of my way?|

1 ¥ Please,
1've camm -'3':| d - ; i let me bind
terrible offense § - vour Rounds.




Anyway, I did my
best fo make it
up to him.

Mow you re
embarrassing me ...

Ah - Fona, let's
just let that one
alone, okay?

¥YOU don't have a thing
ta be embarrassed abolt|
You're not the ane who attacked
someone withaowt thinking!
I nearly killed you -
in yvour own homel

The very least -= T think we
I could do was -- can all uge oup
imagination,

Fall o]~

i

IWﬁ'ﬂTﬂ LA41 '

Unfortunately,
Crhmige

“r'c ” !
) R

L
|

It was just a ha- f'-..‘—h.ﬂge anather
iscuit!

BY j
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_Hang on -

I'll be right
bac .

we've go
compdhy!

TEl
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KELTAN! g -
Zive me a hand -
with these r c:erj)rs
can you, please:

L #1-

Whao? HER??II
HERE?II

HE|'|‘|I .'q."l_
everyone, this
is my girlfriend
Liri,

Liri, this is
Princess Zona, that
Wil v 1, heard me

mention. and her sister
the princess Tula,

and Mentl
i How do vou dao,

yvour _. uh _. high
E;-:ﬂled—nEfses"

Mot espe

exalted,
|:||_1'u-:1||-.-

Sorry for not
getting up ,




Reall
after the ;
last few -:In.'!-, we 've 1IN
spent, this is a
palace,
Ma lie

Well, you're
really so gr'ﬂ.r:mus
my lare

Of course, of coursel ; Ma “lord "
Oh - please forgive us - we . ¥ | Mentl." I'm’Zona's
we aren t used to -:c-mpnn',- L t:-m,r‘l"r'n;nd

S0 unexpected ... the ...
the place is a mess

Ohl
Oh, that's NOT
wnot L MEANTI

Oh, Forgive me,
pleasel

on't know
nhﬂf I'm say |nq
FQEIIIH"_,' and ever'y hing|
n my little housel

Aw, geez, iTs okay
- Reallyl

Are you
comfortable? Is
I was just ; o i i there amything I
S L A g r L = C T‘ X7 ..‘
kidding EI.JruJHd s } an get Tor you
Really,




If you can get it, I
can use some = hunhl - white
' 2, yellow flower,
black co |:|5'i'1_. feverfew,

fire pepper -

Il get
my notebook _

Isn't she great?
e reads and writes, And
e can do numbers, tool

We have a zood, good.
nice little garden Also, lavender is good,
but some ot this and numbwort or
have to go into mandragora, if you
the woods for. can tind it.
I picked some
fire peppers
JUsT now,
in tact.

I'm deepl
grateful, Keltan,
~ for the fresh
bandage and the
wine, birt right now
it's Erer-'g.-' much taking 8 : If you get me just
all T have to menfally £ half of what T asked
contral the pain ; for I can _ nhhl .. whool
in my leg. % Make a preparation so L
can concentrate encugh fo
take care of myselt
magickalby

Ah - Puh - princess

=

Zona, could you ...

could you please ...
help me?

Uh ... Some of the stuff
is hard for me to reach,

I mean,
thank wou, my L -
Mentl, but no,

the twao
of us will
be fine




‘.'..Tg F i
! LT
g 1= '] p?‘ i
That's the numbwort - ool g * l.:.] s 0
There = hops growing over | " . W it
therel You guys brew beer? .Il X |
g & ; A 1

We do have some
beer, if you want,

Ummm ... Liri, what I did
that time .. well, it was just
the sort of thing that most

girls in my tribe would do for
a really good friend.

I mean, bovs are
sort of different, right?
Their bodies have needs that
aren't exactly like gurs, and
sometimes you just
do him a favor

Yes. T ..
I don't know if
you realize, but
you're the onl
woman he's
EVEF _

My people don't think
of it as fully love-making,
really. It doesn't mean
We were |,

_.as far as full -on
Sex is concerned, There's
some practical considerations,
don’t vou think?

Eeltan's o sweet,
sweet man. He's a wonderful
friend and he's helped me
when I needed it most,
I'm honored to
know him,



Bezidez, what do wou
mean I'm the anly weman

he's ever known?
What about you?

LOOK at mel
ieltan's the first

E::r':'u-:ln_ Mdf oF WaRan,

ViE EVEr meT 'ﬂ'l‘ll:l | 1]
as big as me

I've
'e'.-'eb: ;«:ulﬂ
anybody

I don't know

What if I
da it wrong?
What If it
hurta?

What if

what if he

laughs at
mey

I den't even krnow
what to do with it
Hﬂbﬂd; Z Ever
cared ' FE

F'.-en my Family
They stopped uging
iy mame when I was elght
and called me
+h-z Lump. "

When
I was five years old T was
already bigger than my father,
and I just f-.-_- pt growing biager
and bigger, all the time

Eeltan would never
de anything like that!
He's a nable soul

he knows
I'd kick
his azs,

Liri, come on - 1t 3
just obvious he

adoresz you, Anyway,

you're beautiful

town were afraid

af me, ezpecially the priests -

they called me an abomination
before Thrasu

Fona,
nE Wants o
GO things

Your body I3 big,
but 11's =trang and
fine-loaking - and wouwr
face iz very prelty

" Yau Rdve S0ims
ok really nice gifts far
i love-making - with
the right man,
aof course

Dian't
dorn't kid around

Ercgenians
don't lie, Lirl, 'We don't
believe in flattery, And I
can sge the way your man
loaks at you

They .., couldn"t
nave DEen
zerjous

ﬁ\‘:ll“

When I was ten they
drove me cut of tewn,




T But - then last year, I found Y We've been so hupp‘L
to disown a child of your Keltanl And he .. he was big like me, . but .. he wants .. o do.
boedy just because of how and he liked me. And then we Things.
the's made? T can't even found our little home.

imagine,

And nobody’ R T ot T feel
E.\.r:r mduﬁf_, - stu '}d, now, talkin

. to you like this about my
& stupid little problems,

Well - uh, ...
uh, please,

I'm sorry, Here you are,

a princess and everything,
End I'm not unﬂ:ﬂ}r _EI
I mean, I'm just ...

forget about
. it.

We're wasting
time, and we should
be getting back
To your sister,

“She's resting,

o zhe'll be all right
4 for alittle while
longer.




And, to at least
one man, you are the
mast important person
in the world,

And nobedy's
ever had a talk
with you about

You just listen
for a minute, ckay?
Then if you want, you
can smack me one fo

balance things.

There's lots of people
in the world. Some big,
some small, some friends,
some enemies, and a
lat of in-between,

Let's start
with some of
the basics _

Let me get
my note book .

But there isn't
one of them - not ane! -
that deesn't matter
somehow,

Of course you're
somebody, of course
your problems are
important- don't
be silly.




Jesus, how long
is that gonna ge on

in there?

Understatement of the

fricking century.

Umm - is she still
supposed to be
glowing like that?

¥eg, its
rightt there in
mry metes .

I don't know,
They're strong,
healthy pecple.

Yes, it's the spell.
It heals her body
from the ingide out,

She's totally
focused inwardly - ot
least that's what
she said.

Oh - Liri, are ..
ar'e you Bure (T8 olay
to da that there?

When she's like
this, nothing can
disturb her,

‘Wish I could
cast if onme 50
I could sleep.

Pretty domn proud

af ourself, are we?




I'll be glad for them .
. Sure? Mothing else
tomorrow, Right now I'd f
really like to get youd like to do?
some rest,

I think it's terrific.
They seem like they're -3 - .
really having fun with o ona, I -
each other. - Tm really tired ..

E
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Back there,
with the Urtts - " e




Well you saw, I .. I had
to use my magick. But before that,
I - they gave me to &insha,

I 5 L was kind of
like mﬂ of the second-

hand junk they gave her,

A y, she .,
I tried to talk

to her um:t _She. got She said she was
really vicious. going to kill me and

and she did
g L;ﬂas”m"f ihm start to .. kinda ... .. mess with me,

2 20089 BARBARIANPRINCESS. C oM
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-

7,

I don't feel
ty for her
at all. If she were
here right now,

I'd kill her with my

bare hands and
hang her corpse
out for the
. I;'l!-"‘l"-' - black corbies
to eat,

T

So .. you
defended yourself,

L. I. couldn't
think of anything clever.

I just made her .. crazy with .
with lust and _ I gart of
took her over, I thought

I could just knock her out
or something ...

I can't see
where you've done

You sm:g "'r.‘lLl‘i!r.lf
from a deadly
enemy.

I .. I never killed
anyone before, And she
wasn't like the rest
of them, She wasn't
Jjust a monster. I think
she did have a
human heart.

You used your power
the only W;f"l'm.l could,
and you defeated her, You

should feel
aheut yourself.

I wish I did -
or maybe I'm glad
I don't, I don't
know -

waould have
killed you.
And worse,
Worse, Mentl,
She was urr-naitt,
She was twice as
as a man
like =T can
see m bruises
on your back
where she
beat you,




You're hﬂviqg
ayury bod me. ¥ buy tve
this is all new  S2ENYOU grow You meet

ga much in our challenges with
ke such a short a courage that

time. makes me ...

-you couldn't -~  — know what that
means to us. 5a,
I won't hold you to it,

But that's met a L)
that a man mnm
his lover lightly,

I cherish
what gaid, And
I think F::l.:l understand
how you meant it,

They have
lots of stamina,

KELTAM, DONT STOP-

You should

if you were

ﬁ‘.’?"“ m" isn't

ever given unless

mm&uﬂinmﬁ

izolden Path,




Morning ...

You're gﬂfn:i!:l to :
scrape my Tace
EI'F'FI wlll| h fl E

LR 4

They found me
just now as L was
'H‘ing water from the
well. Just storted trotting
beside me like they'd
me all themr

This one_of ; )
course, Ido (0, he ke
know, All right, his belhy-rubs
Stormcloud? Yesf he does
That's my bay,
ez lowes his
belly-rubsgd

aren’t you cutel
Such a sweet

=

T

© 2509 BArmARA BRI S Gon L__ --; ~ S ﬂf‘:;




Keltan, can

I we hove o cat? | .

We con't
steal cubs from
their pride, we have

to live here, ‘
- -

Mot perfect -
T'm still limping,
bt I conride. if

that's what you're
asking.

You just wanted o
o give SnmE'r
benefit of the doubt,

because you're a

person,

Y Youll be our
honored guests,
and if you den't

take at least tweo
of the best yeardi
home with you I'l
be very much
surprised.

I can alre
tell they Ihﬁr
auras, 1've never
geen them act
like this for

strangers.

I know we fook all
the tack and
off these guys.

We
before we moke

dn;_m't 5|'|I'|EH fishy
Yyou, L guess
- it's okay. i

And = thanks,
Mentl, I do
" appreciate if,




enough very
‘ol
youse heln,_Keltan wich Tor ol the .

!!E We can't FEF:I:II : 1 ¥ fid,

Just don't bring
the mountain down
on top of youl

Mow we FEEI“'!'
have to go wisit
them in their valley -
right?

people. What a ; it's the sort of d
wonderful day. you'd want to q:zi?:l
: .9 indoors - is it?

Beautiful,




West of the river is a part

of Mormos called "The
Tanners.” Centuries

it was where leather fonneries
set up outside town so that
the smells of that urine-

driven trade didn't of fend the
cityfolk, These days, virtuous

ople are gsed to avoid
the area completely, The
tanneries are nmﬁ'rﬂlr'gnnz, but
other, less respectable trades
are plied there, now,

Technically out of the jurisdiction of local authority, the
King permits it to exist and thrive because it's easier
to keep vice out of the nice areas if you give it its own

filthy little holes to nest in away from the suppnﬁed.l}'
wirtuous,

The Tanners is where clean,
respectable people go to find

Then, again, there are people
inThe Tanners who I'I'H'.'IEFI.I'.‘I

dirty, unrespectable enter- retense of belonging to the : R
tainments. Elean_. rﬁpecfnhflgu:?rld at all. ,kq ; ; A
‘
A _":_
. e

They then quietly sneak
home again to their clean,

able world secure

in the illusion that they,

still truly belong to it

Mo else
in the seat, yeh?

Share
the +able?

Oil :

H’i_l Anoth [5"51 of 4 Ahh, go - Oh, I don't know -
Eﬁ = & £S5 - an ¥ you seem pretiy
the ROACHES, eat shit.ye well ot hame her

ﬁiﬁ time, yeh? hﬁfg P"':IJ to me, M:}rr:ui-a

was, yeh:
A Thstes like -
1 ! E'R
Throsus b
ﬂl‘f!‘., wench,” |
E0 Q
Coo .

FIﬂ_EE is filthy,

T come here, yeh?



That's as may be,
my bo - my friend,
yeh?

You stand out
like o fly ona
tablecloth, though,
yeh?

Oa, now, see,
that's what T likel
Som'uddy wi'
manners|

Always got
somethin' nasty to
say, youl What's
wrang -

This one don't
buy what you sell,
Dandelion, yeh?
Barkin' up the

Ahhh-
promises,
promises!

Me, I'm s'prised
you're still in town, yeh?
Masty business last
night, I heard, yeh?

Foor, pretty little
Yerggo boy, yeh?
I 5'pose you had yer
reasons, though,
yeh?

You in the
Tanners lookin’
' a good time?

I could -

My mistake,
Mo of fense.

Wouldn't help.
It's you, yeh?

If I'd actually
done amything,
I would have.

But I didn't,




Well, none of my Something I told the boy I'd try to do.
business either _ There's a family of Erogenians that need to be
way, yeh? S0 - you just - gotten out of town, His family. The mother,
come in here for 1 the children, any aunts or uncles or cousing

the atmosphere, _ unfortunate enough to be close to them.
then, ap =7 i

They're to be taken
quietly by the safest route
you know to Dell Keep,

One last thing
I need to take care You know my uncle,
of before I go, and he'll take it from there.
I'm hiring you .
to do it.
Tonight,

an expensive
job, yeh?
And I can't do it
by meself, yeh?

I'm not
like you, yeh?
T ain't overftlowin®
with love for the
Yerggos, yeh?

i : : : Bloody moonhowlin'
I'm afraid you'll have to, Morcai, barbarians can all

You're the best I've got, and the only
one I con be absolutely sure my 5“: off fﬂ;ﬂﬂf
cousin isn't watching - yet, care, yeh:

Yeh, all right -
= kmocks,

But I also know what you do love,
Morcai, and unlike most decent
people, T don't judge you for it.

And at the end of this job, if -
everyone's alive and safe in Dell, Hs: f you get
I'll arrange a bonus for you - them all safe
of ... that. : to Dell,

Weeeell, m’ lord, lockee-lockee, yeh?
You are a sport, a'nt you? All by
meself, yeh? Okay, we'll getcher
precious Yerggos to Dell Keep, yeh.

What's the name, yeh?
The bomus Whﬂ are “"E'}‘ )] ﬂ"E ﬂf'l"?
if nobody dies
or is taken [ 2 But if they try
It's in the bag. nasty moonhowlin'
In the old cypher, tricks, I'll have t'teach
you know. : “em manners, yeh?




Nae hoesca-sha,
Lunaoeial

hoesca-sha
conanill

Conaril
Conanill

SHOW
YOURSELF--




You think
to escape me.

You do not,

You will mot,

an urr-natikh,

An ogre




I de not allow
my eshtakks to live
once they have
tasted Urtt blood,

Yes, seems

you're always

underestimating me.

-

f"” You even expected
| us to fall for the




m;h.mll'r
fmw a mh

Another thing they say
is neverlet the ogre
get his hands on you, Oh, well. We just
have to teach him
not to be so grabby.

killed an ogre with Bt

his bare hands,
they say.

Concentrationintent
emotionalenergy,
concemtrationindent
emotionalenergy ...

We seem to be
s .-#,r'f“‘fh ”“ﬁ
g -y |

fﬁ‘ﬁ

3"



SHOOT M
FORE HE KNS
NOWY

t{&\v-
i ;r Thank you,
| Mentl.

JERK BABY/
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'F.“ﬂ H.-':'!l-. WA i
Lunadeial




I would gut you myself, animal,
and s0 T willl

"I'h"ﬂ"‘“ e Come ahead, then,
Are you sure you're not afraid _

Nae
hoesca-sha
= il_ i ’




'-'-\.-

%
OTGUN ”C}.W'

-_— .
.,"H_".x' .

JWE' E'E*EDHMA EEEAK IT DOWN BABY NOw

|.I.I.||-I|-|




= pu QIGH HEELS ":':n'li--ll;"llE..:-i

‘ T'ON YOUR \
i r- w‘ - “-t# ’
& &

7

| ‘- )l

L . L

TO EM PLAY. BLUES

T sap 5 TV Ras

I ~ IT‘ﬁ TW’IHE TI.ME



Fo7

N r. ;
St o™ 5

ey

{ a_!._,:

elLa Tnreya
Kum!
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Ai, Lunaoeia
- Thul-cukuun!

Idiot! Do you really
think to best me with the
left-over toys of a god my

goddesses imprisoned in the
Otherwhen three thousand

—

/enochchu |

o\l g




“Idiot?"

One here, is indeed “idiot.”
You do not defeat me.

The least finger
ef His mighty hand is
more than enough to

deal with you,

“Toys?l® WOE unto YOU,
moen-worshipping pagan animall

I am a servant of
The Fire of Shuachl All
that has happened is
according fo His
willl

My god
I5 eaDll

.' And Zona
| thinks that I
\ talk too mu -

I..f"x“:

; o, =
shun-ya-ah -

.




«May it please
Shuach that the
Moon Priestess’ heart
still beats when
I return, >

N

: ~" «The fall has
Frﬂh‘ broken her, but I

3 Should still love for her
/ towatch me tear it from

<By the Holy Fire -

the others still livel
For the plan to succeed,

I cannot tarry herel »

<And what of the
little man? Where
does this magick
come from?»

Pity he must

< be destreyed
first., I should
like to study --

AIEX NE TeRra-DeIr!
BEL KRONHALLE NOCH TON-KHE!




Shuach is a vile
perversion of the
universe that my

people rejected

millenia ago.

We deny him.
We abhare him,
We despise him,

We will perish
as a race before

we acknowledge
him again,

Tell him that
for me -

- a5 I send
you to him
in hig prison,

o

]:]',Lﬂﬂ!

\-

'-.

1 X :
Fay




I'm Oy --

T'm Ohkay --

I'm Okay --

b |
T'm Okay --

T'm Ohkay --

i 2008 BARBARIAMPRINCESS. CoM

T'm Ohkay --

Every time, my love.
Every time, when it
matters most,







%I admit my faults, Dread Lord.»

my own plan fo deceive «I was weak -
and weaken the humans, my power and my
and to visit vengeance will were not equal
on the Moon Priestess.» to the task.»

«NO, Dread Lord|»

A0 DoON 8

i

ﬂzk—ﬂ?\

»*‘

T O i mio6



[, <Yes, dread lord! e

Praise your name, all-powerful, =
all wisel Maturally in you 3 ﬂ:ﬂ_"? “Lﬁ::"ﬂ:t";

y |.|_ 4 A ti -
- . mqf::“m::rft oy there must be a defect
—— / that made my dtf:_uLf_

“You are ull—wi_;--
and all-knowing, Dread Lurd,jr
praise your name, * —

7 <But, what of the

strange one with the
\ 5T]= magick? »

- understand, Dread Lord.
Praise your name, »



WHEN YOU WAKEN, YOU
WILL NOT CALL FOR AID
TO HEAL YOUR BROKEN

BONES OR STOP YOUR T I e | ,
BLEEDING. o7 = % YOU WILL NOT CRY

ALOUD OR SPEAK, SAVE
. TO REFUSE HELF.

YOU WILL MOVE ONLY TO
SCRAFE THE BROKEN EDGES OF
YOUR BONES TOGETHER, AND YOU WILL
FEEL EVERY MOMENT OF THE FAIN: =
YOU WILL USE YOUR ART
TO REMAIN AWAKE AND ALERT R L e
GCONSTANTLY. N ey ':- : — FOR THREE DAYS
YOU WILL DO THIS, AND
THANK ME FOR EACH

MOMINT OF YOUR )
AGONY. &

RT THE END OF THIS TIML,

IF YOU STILL LIVE, YOU MAY

CALL FOR A HEALER TO MAKE s e E:
YOU STRAIGHT AND WHOLE AGAIN. AR -n. ) e )
. ! e ; «Thank you, Dread Lord.
. i i y hl # Praise your namel>

IN TIME, | WILL
MAKE MY WILL KNOWN
TO YOU AGAIN. THEN YOUR

PURFOSE WILL BE RENEWED
AND YOUR PART IN MY FLANS

WILL PROGEED.
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Meeting your mother,

Well, if all Erogenians
are: os cool as you guys,

I guess it'll be okay.

The prince of
the Fire Tribe,

I'm kind of nervous.

and 1'.'I.“ll and your

M‘}" !m - Tml"l'ﬂ
about. Does he?

A

L[]S

I
e

Yies,
Yes, it"ll be
fine,

1
-

L
=

I'm sure they'll

like you, Ment| - at least

Welll Zonal

And the little
priestess, Tula.

Hella, Fﬂn’!ﬂg:n-_

as much as people
like amyone.,



= Brantik.
&en turan,.

&en turan, Suvremani.

Okay. So not all
Erogenians are as
cool as my gals.
T notice how the
big guy just looks
right through me.

Pontagar,
Please, share our fire.

What brings you
this Tar south?

horns and hide for them
to show of f at Solstice,

Motice how he sort of
sneers at the girls,
without totally sneering
at them,

And in his eyes,

I've seen that look before
on the street - in gangsters
and bullies, T decide
T don't like this guy much.

Well, bless
your courtesy,
We will,

The Urtts are moving
in Kivalia - and it looks
very big, this time.

i



50 = if they're
in Kivalia, let Gudik
and hig little tin-plated
toy soldiers deal
with ~ em.

taken most of his
fighting men on

a religious war

to Greymouth.

That sa?
Is that what
your mother
says the Fire
Tribe is going
to do?

We're going
ta hl": ‘H"I.Em deal

with the Lirtts,

Mo, that's what the
Fire Tribe says the Fire Tribe
is going to de, according to
the Alliance and our
treaty with Kivalia.

My father

never agreed to
that treaty.

H! WS ‘“'IE
enly vote against
and, um;nrd‘il'g to
the Oath of Fealty,
that settles it
for all,

Huhl
His was the only
voice of reassn
in all that
foolishnessl

(U




How if I did™ Some say that we're alf
fools to give up the old ways
and follow a womanish path! Some say that
Ipola used magick to
bedevil the other kings and
queens’ minds and that no true

Erogenian would agree
to such a thingl

“Some say?"
“Some say?!"

Speak plain, Portagar!
What do YOU say?

And be sure fo make it
an insult, 50 I can

knock you downl
Enack ME

-



RRRARRARARARHH

AR

KRAK!

EITHER OF YOU
60T SOMETHING

| TO sSAY?H
'

Luadl




What - what
just happened?

Just a little cha
being balanced,

Well,
there'll be more . thi
o Rl bt Start on thisl
pig iz done,

We've .. uh ..
got a jug of mead.

Here, I know you
like the Bear Tribe stuff.

Here, let me
take care of
that for you -

Okay. This might take some getting used to. But I think I like it.




Hand me
that bedrall,

Come on, boy,
I haven't got
all dayl

Hey, kiss my ass,
all right?




I said, I'm not a boy -
yours or amybody's, Fucking
get it yourself,

Mentl is my friend
and my lover, Pontagar.,

And yeu're being rude,

You and this little .7
By the godsll

You don't digs
me in front of my girl,




Pontagar!
I understand your

| mistake, but Mentl's right,
' you of fended first,

Trust me - he's well |
worthy of fona.

He's no boy.

You've got
that right,

All right, all right,
I suppose it's balanced,

Of all the nonsense -
waste of time, Let's begonel

"Thanks for your fire"
&en tal.




g - B
™ " Oh, Goddess g
| &~ ’ '
My Mentl! ,l that was pricelessl Oh,
i I". absolutely pricelessil
e

Did you -
did you see? When
| he slapped him - not o cluel
% Oh, gods, the facel If Ilivea
) hundred years ...

but wow, what
an ASShalel

He just pissed
me off is all, and I sort

- would have gotten
himself incinerated - or worse,
You were starting to chant,

Mentl - I .. yes, that was
the only way. Pontagar is a bully, and
he needs to be hit - it's the only thing
he understands or respects.

about it, though, I'm very glad .
that you didn't actually
have to fight him.

It only felt like an
earthquake, Mentl,

My cute, funny .
ittle man - you don't know
your own strength, yet,
Pontagar is an ass, but

if we kill him, Mother

would probably get
mad. ;

Let's not get
all serious just yet - please?

It would
screw up the alliance
just a tod.

Fod -I . I
just got so mad,
I wasn't thinking.

Wow, I --

I want to savar
the memary of that shocked look
on Pontagar's face for awhile,
Eoddess, that makes me happyl
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The Welcoming Comittee. |
\ ng .

o
=,




You're in Bull
territory, Kivalian

I'll tell that
to your king.

Take me to him.
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Our enemies have
found their way into many
unexpected places.

That was before
my time, Count. Get
of f your horse and
prepare to be bound,

I am here
to see King Tor,

I have messages
and coungel for Kiealia's
friend and ally.

What kind of man
won't give his name
when he's asked
honesthy?

What do you
have to hide?

The time was
when I was treated
with o little more
courtesy in this
country.

I am a friend to
King Tor, and I will
fight the man who

tries fo bind me

against my will,




¥ou think you can
beat me, old man?

Boy, ['ll beat you with
my empty hands - Tl

even let you have
the first blaw,




Like all Bull Tribe, he's
massive and strong, and
bases his technique
on aggressive attacks.,

He wastes a lot
of motion, a lot of
effort, He's young,

Fighting like that,
he trusts he can
take a lot of pumishment.

And, of course,
he can,




»

-but it deesn’t even
slow him down,

Foertunately, I think
I know how to
end this quickly.

I raise bruises,
welts and cuts everywhere
I strike -

Meantime, my wind
really isn't what it was
twenty years ago,




Who's a "boy,"
now, old man?

Mever you, young man.

L'm not such
an old man, after all --

Says the old man
with ringing ears,
a stitch in his side,
out of breath and who barely
escaped a broken head
by pure, dumb Juck ..




Thought he

was one of yours.

He fights like you,
old bull. Has the
family jow.

Perhaps this will teach
him something, then,

4 You mever beat me
that easily, /™

e
-‘_‘_‘—I_-—'_'_




Up there - see?
The small star with a
bBluish color,

Follow my finger,
All right, I'm pointing

at The Hand, yes? Mow, follow dewn and

a little right, and those
three in a row are the fail
of The Cat., You see her body,
that's those four stars,
then look and you can see
her paws in front, there.

Yeah,
Yeah. I see.

. 5S¢ - if you know that,
you'll always know which way is Morth,
Kunuta, The Hand points left to
Metarana, the North Star, and the

tail of Sheshari The Cat : : .
Flﬂ-in‘l‘ﬁ up o her It's . it's like home.
Like the Little Dipper and
the Big Dipper - but ...

They're not quite right.

They look almest - but it's different.
It's like they're shifted a little
Squashed - or some stars missing

or something,

I anly ever got to Webelos, but I remember at least how to find The Nerth Star.
The stars aren’t the same, here. But they have a Moon. And it looks like our Moon,
Except it has air and oceans and people on it

Ah - It's not my shy.
I mean, I've seen it like this,
all bright and more stars than
you can count - like in the desert,

or up in Idyllwild. IT've seen the
stars, but - they're
not the same.

Are you all right?

]

I . guess it’s finally
really hitting me. This is i,




"Kanzas?"
I thought ywau o
Were lﬁ'l::-mr-- Tm?' :Lg
and a wicked witch
iz after her and stuff
and all kinds of
impassible things
It's just an happen on
expression - means the way.
I'm really not
hame, arymare.

It, uh, it comes from
an old mavie - which was from a Strong friends
bunch of ald stories and beeks., Mea - ne, and smart friends and
It's about a little girl whe gets caught she makes brave friends. They help her out,
up in a whirlwind and then dumped in friends right And eventually, they beat
this whale dif ferent world called Oz, away. the witch and the girl

Well, you knaw,
it's for kids and it has

and how she's trying to go home goes back tc Kansas and to have a happy ending,
again - to Kangas. it"s all right.

Sa -- she
leawes her friends 4
bBehind. 1 in amather book she
Ah-T . i
KL PP goes back, and then
she lives there in Oz
with them ferever.

Really?
That's hew the

story goes?

Well, she goes home,
she kind of has to,

Con T have a
talking scarecrow or
a fin man in Kansas,
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S0, we kept an for a couple more days.
As we got closer, I got even more nervous,
Every Erogenian we met was tall, buff,
and gorgeous. The women all looked like they could beat
the crap out of me with their eyes shut,

It was different from the
They were mostly Bull Tribe, Zona said, court at Mormos: There people gave
Mice folks, generally, And I could definitely her respect like a snotty waiter
tell that T was traveling with celebs, in a high-priced restaurant. This was
he way they treated Tula and especially Zona. like being with the home team's star
players, 5till, some of them locked at
me like T was the trained monkey.

Oh, they were good-natured about it, but I got the distinct impression they Okav lev's be totallv honest T wae shitting bricks
had ne idea what to do with me. 5till, the closer we got, the more the gals K0y el 06 JOROB haneat. £ ek Shriog Bick.

talked and joked and relaxed, and the more apprehensive I felt,

But eventually --




R .;'-.--.h - .
il "'“\-'_‘-\-'.HI




We're first
to the gatel
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Even from here I can
tell that that's Stermcloud -
and a big pile of blende hair on
the rider makes it Fona.
Hm - and someone else,

riding with her,

The red-haired
rider is probably

They're racing each
other to the gate.

Lookl
Two horses,
galloping into

Shouldn't we
sound the alert?




you're geing?

Her Majesty should
be teld, and ..

That's not your
job. They heard the horn
in the tower, I'm sure

they'll pass it along.

You don't leave
your post when you want,
Boric, you leave it when I say

Oh, I'm sure you think
you're quite charming with
your flowers and your poetry,

you can, Therell be plenty of time e how youll moke her

to fawn over Princess Tula _ . 1
when your watch is over, fall madly in love with you,

I'm never going to 3 Mo. Mo - you're right.
fall in love, anyway. I have - It's just that it's not a good
better things to do - idea to be too much in love -
with my life. especially with a princess.

Besides,
she’s a priestess,

“priestess.”

-

And then

There's nothing — 1 +ald d
: _ -] you, and so

wrong in what I do. - 's +that

I just want her to .. that's that.

pick me and not

someone else,
Tonight. That's all,
Mo of fense in that,
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Mever going to
fall in love?

-




Your Majesty!

Cawaah?
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&en tal, W since YOU WErE away,
Frandic! . N I've been practicingl

i)
!

I 9/

Hey,
Y I can, tool
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Isn't that ... I mean,
tossing little kids twenty
feet in the air - isn't that

kind of dange r
of e We teach that

to be afraid of pain
2| is to be afraid of pleasure,
To fear death is i -~

to fear life, _
- —
I\ k_r
¥ Yes, they get - - ]

hurt, sometimes, b

We all do, no matter
. how careful we are.

~ e

i

T,
A l #"  Butlife's
But -- a lot better along

the way.
e




E&en tal, Gerdic,
Oh, for me?

I'm sure there's
going to be dancing
tonight, and ..

thiz jode to match
YOUF Eyes ..

e,

~"Oh, Luntik, it's
| gorgeous! Tl set
I'x it ina bracelet. ¥

¥our Highness -
are you dancing
First Dance

7 Give me a break,
I nearly got eaten

are you going
to dance?

But .. I'll see And I walked over,
how I feel I grabbed the log
tonight, all right? . in ene hand and tossed

And then I it right up into the
said o myself - air, and that silly

"Enough is enough!” man with it!

—
-

—

li}yl Mg

' Was he surprised, .
you should have
. heard him yelll




Oh, no, he fell ‘LIS
inta the ravine ' -
and hig armer soved il *"
him. Besides, you d"_" — } Later, I promise.
don't kill people just - “;E-II"IEfS !r::r#‘tf'm
for annoying you! But c" - f ell for lots o ;
% Ihope I gave him nights, okay? ./
something fo think -" g
i W -
ﬁ'-\,.l . _I i I : y = Hﬂ"h-ﬂg' I'Eﬂ""f,
’ :- i Just - it's nice. I like
‘What next? Yeah, what ; i 1 the woy you are
Tell more! 1‘] | hnppen:d after ! L L ot with the kids,
I e It's .. nice.

Lona says P
we're all her kids! |

Yeah! On account of
she can't have amy kids .
of her awn, ever. o |
[ | say my male spirit
i5 Too strong.

But that's okay, It.itis N o W Oh oh, Baby,
because I get to take okay, isn't it? —— of coursel T mean ..
care of all of youl .. . yes, of course,

we never talked nb;uf it,
and I . I kind E'L-

wondered ,
took precautions?

--.. "-- That's why. Do you .7

Zona. I said I love you.
Whatever else goes with
you -or doesn't -
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Ohboy.
This has gat to be Mom
an
PN X T

It was a litte
you're both still touch and go, there
in one piece. for awhile, Mother,

; There's o
|: lot to tell you.

We need to celebrate,
I've ordered o feast,

A little bird
told me,
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I hear goed things I hear about loyalty,

about you, Mentl, about love and honesty --
about courage even in

the face of death,

. These are things
-\\ that a true Erogenian
' values more than
life itself,

This is my favor,
It will make you free

All of Erogenia thanks

you for the service [ don't bow your
you've done for ; head, not

my daughter, ; F o fo me,
- 1 E ek

Tve .. I've never -
I'm .. honored,

If Zona hasn't

taught you this yet,
then learn it now:
In the Mine Tribes

we look each ether
in the eye, always,

From the greatest
to the humblest of us,

I make you welcome here,
and so long as you obey our laws
and treat our customs with respect,

I make you a friend in all the
Mine Tribes of Erogenia.

You've brought
honor on yourself.

I .. that's very

cool,

I like that. Your Majesty.




orgive
the interruption,
Majestyl
We caught this
one sneaking into
the valley.
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UNHAND me! £ Whet.now> J

_. I come on a matter g
of honor, I say! R Wil

—

o

,_'I f.-"ﬂlu..f’ﬂ\ = . Princess Zona =
N . 1 something about
| i a challenge?
%

g .
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Hahl ¥You thought
T'd given up, eh, Princess?
I will net be denied|

Are you just . The .. satisfaction I seek is worth any

rice fo
. he GREATEST SHORDSMAN
* KIck Caying shuplarl - e ALL KIVALIA!

;..r"fl:mn'f you realize these men %,
could have - probably SHOULD
have - killed you on sight for )
coming inte this sacred

place uninvited?/

.But you don't understand, H"'-.
/B I've just got fo - gh - heml I




Is this true, fong?
Did you challenge
this man?

A I swear, Mother, this IDIOT has been . :
tracking me for weeks, claiming that there is some He thinks I'm
kind of “challenge” I've put out. That I'll supposedly never . somekind of virgin
give myself to a man unless he can first defeat me in fair o ’ warrior prick-tease,
combat or something STUPID like that, £ ; " ; =3

Young man,
is this what
you think?

I - well, that is -

("'"...-..-we.ll. I wouldn't put it that crul:lul'_r) &

of course, but -- a virgin, yes,
Of course she is. A







What are you
called, Kivalian? =

And I revel
in the presence
of Ipela Thantic-Ravenna,
Queen of the Moon Tribe,
Mistress of the Silver Tower,
liege lady, first and greatest
of all the Erogenians. _d

Thank you,
e You at least
i and mother of know all our titles.
magnificent Zona Zonn-Ipola, For a Kivalian,

princess and champion that's rare.
of all Erogenia,

You're a long way That's a
from Ir Anis, Yatto-Ta real place?

Oh, yes,

Far to the south and west,
Very good sheep country. They
export wool cloth and make really

excellent mustard, 1

Can we kill him now,
Your Majesty?

I: o
.;.-"

I .. just had to,
Your Majesty

Mo matter
the cost,

How do you know
so much about it?

I would say
you at least have
good manners, but it's
VErY poor manners
and o deadly offense to
the cha for amy outsider
to come inte the
Valley Of The Moon
without proper
invrtation,




Justa
wooden duel,

I think you
should let him
prove himself,

There are conditions. acknowledge that Zona
is telling the truth, That
she never challenged anyone
Y in the way you think, and
%, that the.. the rest of
. that story -

if you don't at
this point, you
would be telling
me to my face : . i ?
Yt e ELI'IIII-I' 3 | . admit as much:
% is a liar, and then y 4
- is something that ™ B vou would indeed
you are mistaken about. :| fight her, but
to the death.

Spoken honorabhyl
Very well, Secondly, this will be merely
I must have

a test of strength and skill,
been mistaken. fought with wooden swords,

Mest importantly:
Win, lose or draw,
you will consider
yourself satisfied
and you will stop
stalking £ona,

; . There, you see, Zona? Sometimes
ottt il it does help if yau just talk
and believe me, you | i these things through.
should consider :
yourself very lucky :
to get that in
any event,

Mow = beat the snot
aut of him so we can
get on to the feast,

-




I mean, he is out e Inu-f :‘:: :u:::lrmd

g, 'l,| 1 "
o st Gy EerTd

down a little, he didn't
seem so bad.

But I never heard
that just being a fool
made you evil, or

> I'mactually
bl the high priest,

L

Dl'l, that's fine.
I do the shamanistic
stuff, too. We dress

cross=train, as the
disciplines compliment
each other very well,
The Universe is One,
-,r;u;u-mw,:_hm ' /En not be concerned,
ind of thing. pious one, Your princess
- will met be harmed

"
-t H‘x‘-""
Oh, well, An honor indeed, ‘ﬁ-\r

most venerable . oh . one,

We're very good
at healing broken bones




The first to be i This
disarmed loses - is but a test of ™,
the contest. 3 strength and skill.
There is no dishonor
in defeat here,
foday,

May the gods bless that
when all ig done the cha is mw-:d
toward balance, not imbalance,
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Oh, don't
let me stop

you,







_dut Gods,
~ |ook at the
Kivalian ==

All right, R
i ) A you been
here it come watching? He's

Wha?! How "
P L bt

" Goddess, how I-nn.g
is this going to go on

Hal! He took
that one fulrlr’ She's going
to end this

any time -- A8

she's serious
aheut this?

for it! Mot since
Ranmlk ==

7

_TH course she's

Just until one
of them leses their --




