... that ¥Yatta-ta of Ir Anis
iz net aman .. of his word,

for no fairer treatement

at your hands!




Erogenians alll Farewell ™
And again, farewelll

I come to the end of
_EE.;[__‘_ my quest to find failure -

A" And yet, somehow
I will carry on and strive
to be the better for it
At last, now, T go --

Wait ,+hrizs1rnl-t- :r}‘}mf's ; = Iz that good?
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Yatta-Ta of Ir Anis, there haos
never before been a Kivalian and only a
handful in all of Erogenia who could have
stood against me like you just did.

I'm strong today, rested and
in good form - and I'm not ashamed
to say I only barely beat you.

I just wanted you to know that,

I also wanted you to know that

I thought you were a crazy, egocentric,
deluded maniac,

I didn't believe

that you could be werthy of
your own boast, I

was wrong.

PLIE Ll

I still think
you're crazy ..

r _‘

A

But now I remember ™
that, even though you always
annoyed me, you didn't
actually fry to trick
or ambush me.

You made a lot of noise, but you You are one of the best
never struck first, or in a cowardly way, swordsmen I've ever met, and that

which a lot of guys who want to say p ;
. means in the world. And basically,
they've beaten me: have done. you're o decent fellow.

You're loony as I don't
know what - but I think
you're all right,

I think I have net seen such a swordsman from Kivalia since
King Kendrik himself, many years ago - and he fought your father
to a standstill,

SO~

I regret that I don't

have the authority to

efficially proclaim him

the finest swordsman in

Kivalia. Frankky, until I

s N see better, that is how
BTl refer to him,

Alsa, I believe he is
a man of homor, after all,
| and he would be o welcome
guest at our beard - if
he accepts a royal

inwvitation,

o

E—



Wow .. I .. I do accept - - . - -
with humble thanks! 7 “~  And . and let me say
- : / that in all of my many, many glorious
encounters, I have never known a
greater spirit of honor and

Even with all your quaint
and primitive ways, you -
quit while you're

2 ﬂhl_'l:dn:lnfm:n*

I was - I was just going
to say - I mean .. I was --

- . - - Have you
Come on, let's fill that ™, ever had Erogenian
4 hlg mouth with sﬂnﬂHng 1! e . metheglin? —— =

il




Tm telling you, Mentl,
my boon companion, this is
a bittersweet day,

What? You finally get what you
wanted. She gave you a shot - you
did great, and now you're a guest
at the royal fricking shindig.

That's it
C'm always just

helding my own ... Huh?

Don't follow -
or maybe I just

don't want to.

I quess I knew she

couldn't really be a

virgin or anything,

I needed fo win, man,
It was all about ..

Mo, man,
I wanted to ..
I mean _. aww, who'm
I kidding? It doesn't
matter anymore,

was all fhat fuckin'
noise before? What
about the big-oss
“challenge?”

And then I saw her,
up close and .. and .. and ..

Ls this going

o
e

' . where I think it is?

I'm not stupid. I mean,
I mean, I mean, I know
you think I'm stupid.
But I'm met stupid.

And I just - you \

' guys don't get it. T have
to be the best, yo know?

I just .. and that's .

what she is, and .. L

Dude: I know her all of tweo months
and already I've seen the gal take out
half a dazen urtts and twe of those
monster-thingies without breaking
a sweat, Tve seen her leap onto
a dinesour’s back practically naked
and pop her sword straight through
its head like it was nothing. She
backhanded o giant reptile bug with
Jows like the freaking bear trap

from Hell, then lopped its head
clean off with ane shat. She breaks

iran chains with her bare hands - she
really is fricking superhuman,
To hald your own like you did --

I mean, I just .. I mean,
when I was training, he said ...
I, uh, I heard about her, Heard

about how she was this
unbeatable champi-hic/-ion

! sort of see that,
| man, but Jesus,
did you have

. i ta stalk her?

Well, how else was I :
going to meet her?

TMEAN - she's

The r‘nnstm WOoman
_ in the WWIDRLIDY
b

o S

o '__?
/ Ee-ywp.
That's where it's
goin®, all right, Y.



I mean, I mean, She's just .. so tall,
I mean - you - and ..ma' nificent __

you are the
luckiest ...
luckiest guy .. |

... brave and
henora-hicl-able .,

And so .. and .. ‘."\:I And she's got the _,
gorgeous blue eyes -4

Jher face _ likea
queen from out of
the legends ..
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Of course, of course
whoa! T think I just said
something really rude.

I am so sorry, 4l
Mentl. Oh, Thrasu!
Flease -- I _Ive hada

little bit fo drink. y
1

I'm not used X,
L to this stuff, ) Seriously? _._A--._s__“

| Don't sweat it, —

e

e

s e = Zona'd probably be ™,

v ; il the first to say the

'-h_ =

.I = . ; !
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They'd as soon run
around naked as say




But you're right - Zona's yours.

And I - I got nobedy. There's

nEVEr

gonna be anyone like her . -

not for me.

""-n,\“.
/ Yo know, Iusedto 5
5 say the same kind of thing, '

but life is sorta crazy

S,

...-.____ L 'H'Iﬂ'l' “‘U:f". s-nm-!ﬁl'nl:!. i

You're just sayin' that to be nice,
You're a nice guy, and you're sayin'
that to be nice. I'm going to die alone
in abseurity .. *choke/™_. unloved ..

Well, Mentl's not a

swordsman, and besides, my cousin Zona

doesn't want to share him right now,
50, yeah, you,

Mobody lasts
that long against Zona
not one-on-one,
Mot Rannik, not me

L]

You looked Oh, well - maybe ... )
very good out there, I mean, I'm sorry, I've had
I thought maybe a little bit to - hicl-

you could give me
some pointers,

to drink,

But tomorrow =
temorrow, sure,

ke - if you're gonng
riff, I'm gonno move
to another table. ..

I'msorry - L-its
Jjust that - I never

was any good with -hicl-
with women -

zolly gee, T wonder

They don't why that could be?

like me,

I saw how

you did today.

In that case,
how about for now
we just go
moke love?




The word you're

locking for is "YES,"

&reat! My place is this way.
And don't worry - we'll
sober you right up!

And hey -now I think
of it, my friend Eria was
asking about you,
You like Blandes?
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SOMEBODY'S STEALING A M EXTRA MOM

o | =y | e B
_ e - <ol
."';I hope you'll forgive me - 5"__‘_]_. I ’J"- I mean, I still don't quite ™
ah ... cha na amanh. know how it works, here,

-
1 ..,;"-—.___ bt g

! - I'm new in town, and so if

’ -l'f,'- &) it F I'm being a little presumptuous
(e el o or talking out of turn, I hope
you'll give me a break,

I've had a few,
g0 you know how it is.




- e,

“ Anyway -- amyway, like I said,
I'm new, haven't even been here
mare than a couple months or so,

-9 but from everything I've seen
s, about the place -

- well tur',rﬂqing- 1 hu'.:'e Your land is beautiful,
seen about this place is your customs are

just .. it's really beautiful. really cool, your peaple -

Well, the first one of your people
I met L fell for like a ton of bricks.

-= but to me she's just the most
beautiful of a family and a people
that are the most beautiful
I've ever seen in all my life.

Uh ... 5o, not to be longwinded or
nothin’, but - I just want to raise my cup To Eﬂnﬂ!

to my Zona, and to all of you. To Erng:ninl







k!

by,

rusthe ... %
.

scatter .

!' 4 R
e

We're about to
start the dancing, if
you're interested.

Don't worry,dear,
you look lovely.

What are you
locking for?




Mentl's never
seen a real

dance, Mother!

SHUFELR
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You gave them
to me to keep for you
five years ago,
remember?

To55!

I want fo

dance First Donce
tonight, just
for him, and I

NEED My BELLS!!

You haven't
danced First Bance
since then,

Mo=ther!
Those are the
branze bells I had
when I was
fif teenl

I need my good
silver ocnes with
the gold tasselst

been in my
Jewel case.

Maother _. I can't
begin to describe it,
I've never felt
like this in my life,

He's 50 sweet,
and brave, and
powerful, But he's
not like anyone
else, he's so full
of heart, and
he's so funmy -
he always knows
how to make

me laugh,

He's quite special
to you, isn't he, this

Falloed Fionyanrane He cares about me becouse of

who I am - who I really am, not
whao everybody else says I am,
or thinks I am.

M0, YOU'RE MEVER GOMKA SEE IT 1IN "HOT STUFF, EMHER

- ‘
-

Goddess, All
that in such a
small package.

Let me
tell you about this
“package,” Mother,..

Your sister's
alre told me all
Forgive me, L
it's just that he doesn't 2
seem your type at all, " e

about it, I don't need

a graphic description
right now.




I love him
so much,
Mather,

Sometimes, it's
like T'll just
blow apart with
the feelings.

ZLong, I . don't think
T've ever seen you like
this before,

Lona, you

truly love this boy?

When did
you know?

From the first time
he sang his love song for me,
Mother, I knew that _. that
there wasn't anyone else. Ever,

Ipola, if we don't

start the dancing soon, And Goddess knows

they'll get bered and how long that could go on,
start fighting, instead,

- .d.ﬁ-
#

We'll be
right out.

I

I'm so happy, please
be happy for me, Mother,

If you are truly - truly - happy,
then how could I be anything else?







Of coursel
I want to have

.. in First Dance a man tonight!

tonight ...

Are you
dancing First

Dance?

I'm new in town,
What's the deal with
the first dance?

Why so special?

That's right,
you're outsider, you
wouldn't know ..,

Oh, no.
We dance First
Dance, teal Just
And what? Do men not around the
daonce Second Dance , : fire,
or something?

Ya lost me, buddy,
If we don't dance
around the fire _

Whe are you
dancing for,
First Dance?

.. pulling out

everything tonight
at First Dance.

Well, of coursel

He's 50 cutel

It's . Wow, how
do I describe it?

It's where

all the women

who want fo

have a partner

sort of _ put

themselves

Sometimes they
dance to attract someone in
particular, sometimes it's because
they den't have anyone

particular,

In the end, they're
the cnes that choose, But -
believe me, you know if they're
dancing for you.







Well, who wouldn't?
L, uh, I dunno if her leg's
up to dancing, though.

Yeah! Yeah,
sounds awesome,

She got mashed
I hope Tula dances! pretty bad by that monster-thing,
I want her to choose mel and I'm not sure she’s ..

Hey, Want me to find out?
I kind of have an inside track
right now, At least you'll
know, right?

Short for “champion.”
It's what my Dad used
to call me, like when

I got hurt or sick.

How you doing?

: I'm feeling
Be right back, pretty L

¥eah? " Couse there's a guy You e Lae
. 5 may be surprise
I was just talking to who was Yo luorn That There's o fow

wondering if you were gonna Il h
dance this First Dance, 5 ﬂi:: trl:r‘_!m

F i

MNah, I'm not
surprised, Mot even 1
a little bit. N







You know
something,
Mentl?

In this world
I still basically don't
kmow dick. What
"something” do
you mean?

That's because
I am going to
dance.

I think
one dance is all
I have in me, but
I'm going to
do it, I could
use a nice, lusty
young man tonight -
and I do give as
good as I get.

That guy
I was talking
about -

Oh, I can
believe it

I mean, Jesus,
is there anybody in this tribe
whe isn't at least a nine?

A scale of one to ten
Attractiveness. One is a complete
dog you wouldn't poke with a
stolen dick, and fen is ..

I like you.

I have
a lot of cousins,
-- g lot of cousins - but
I never really had

a brather,

Well, I ..
think you're pretty
cool, too,

I can tell
he's really diggin’

on yau.

Likes you . A let. And ...
I mean, from at least my
point of view, as a guy,
you know, I think he's

pretty good-looking.







Yeah.
Oh, yeah. I love her
something awful, buddy,
lemme tell ya

betray that,

kot in this lifetime.
Really, really I'd rather die.
Mo bullshit,

been a little

rough, I I

haven't been
able to..

Even Erogenions suffer sometimes
the first time we kill in anger or fear,
no matter how justified, We can't all
be warriors like Zona - and we shouldn't be,
even though, the world being what it is,
all of us have to fight and kill when it's &8
completely necessary, ‘T

Mo expectations. F
All she wants is to please you.

With her body or anything else,

to ask if you
know how to

use that drum,

WY bunno if T should,)
though, ' couse ... :|

you know .. ¢

Zona's dancing,

you know,

She's very gn-m:!.""'-.
It's been years since §
she's danced First Dance !
She's dancing for @
you, tonight, .

She's my sister, Ment], TRaETEmR N But we b-nlth knmu'
that is the sort of thing e 1_""'” yHirema
wa Talk aboirt / S kind of ... shack,
o W Y from everything
, that's happenad

Suddenly to
be in another
world, surrounded
by everything
strange, all
the violence
you're not used to
especially the way
&insha made use
of you ogainst
1 your will, and

Y what you had to
4 do to save
yourself,

Let yourself be
pleased, if you can,
that's all, Soddess, Mentl,
don't worry abeut it!

This i2 a rare
occasion where you
can't do anything
wrang unless you
really try to.

Firet Dance hasg its
own magick, I think
it can take core of
itself - just as long
as you don't try
anything fancy
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Wow, honey --
I got no words,
That was amazing/

And who knew
my baby could sing
like that?

Oh - that's just
an eld song we all
learn when we're

fourteen or fifreen. .,

Oh - my voice -
I sound like a big -

Your
voice i beautiful

It's like you. Powerful, J

sweet and sexy,

You remind me of
Annie Lennox,

She’'s o great
singer, back home,
Very famous,

I dunne, babe.
You're a tough
act to follow,

It's net an act ..
it's Second Dance,
This is for couples.

Tl prebably

look stupid, you
know that.

And I don't think
you will, amyway.




Bayploy Interview: Z 0 n a Z 0 n n _‘IP 0 [ a

When the chargcters in “"Challenges OF Zona” sleep, i 15 connmon that they fravel to the Otherwdien.  The Oiherwiien 15 a place of dreams, unreality and, often, o refipe
for thase whe are betveen life and death, 1t s alre a perifeis place where belngs who are real, halfFreal and soweal by, sometiones desperately, o aszerd thelr povwer
dand the legitimacy of thelr very exisfence by creating, infTuencing or destroying the real heligs who are there by chance, magick and cholce,

Ome of the beings stranded there (s o wriler, o zemi-evistent persomnalily ramed Ray Candlemaker who contribafes to a ror-existent men's magazine called SayPloy.
Tn awder to ke kineelf Real, e will atfempt fo inferview somaalent spivits of real peopile travelling fo the Otherwhen (n wrcorscionsness. Recently, he mamaped fo
srag Zowa Sonk [pola, the princess and current chamgion of the Moor Tribe and of Eregenia itsell

RAY: Thanks kxr consanting Lo this inlarvie,

Your Highness.

Z0OMA: Mot really a problern, | guess. You said

that wouw just had some guestions?

RAY: Well, first, | guess a lof of our readers would
ba imaresiad in knowing how it was, growing up
in the Moon Tribe, 85 you did.

ZOMA: Mat Eroganian, are you?

RAY: Mo, mor our readers, hance the interest.
ZOMNA: Well, one thing that pisses me off is people
nad knowing whal Erogani 15, nof knowing our
people or anything and then popping off with
proncuncarmsents or shupid questions that are

st baing asked on purpesa to make us say
shupid things. You're nod going to do that, right?
RAY: Mo, no no, This is all about your Side of the
shony.

ZOMA: AN right, then, well — growing ug (2 never
easy, right? Mobody ever has if easy. | guess |
had it easier than some, and hander than others,
A lat maore is axpacted of you when your mothas
= lpala. | mean, Sha's the quesn, and she's a
legend, right?

RAY: Your fathar also, comact? A legend.
ZOMA: Yos.

RAY: | mean, obsarvars say hat, while you have
inheriled your mothers very beautiful face and some
of her features ..

ZOMA: Right, I'va got her big tits. oo

RAY: OF course, but they say that you are much
marm your Eihar's daughter, in mast ways, In
lemperament, and in your physical strength -
ZOMA: | don't rernember Zonn. | was not even
two years old whan he decided fo go awey.

RAY: "Decided to ... 1"

ZOMA: I'm sorry. Thal's probably unfair. 1 was
during Lhe war, and things happenad and ... wall,
he was lost. Mobody knows what exacthy happemned.
Mother says shie sant ouf parties to search, and
then she stopped,

RAY: Stopped? How long afler he wend missing?

ZOMNA: Ask her. | think il was about three months, just ..

wou ko from what other people heve said.

RAY: Sounds like maybe you have issuas with your
father that haven't been resolwed.

ZOMA: Whal - "issuasT | =

RAY: Only that maybe you might be slill angry at him
for abandoning ...

. then 'd have to balancs the cha
somekow, isally by doikg somie service, Butf
there were Nmes I fist ko fo stand there
amdd gef hit ™

ZOMA: He got kost, okay? He's dead. Or, ... prob-
ably dead. It's bean over twenty-five years, if he was
alive, he should have come back by now, righi?
| maan, he's daad, Dafinitely dead, He was Killed
by tha Lirtls, and he dGdanT "abafdon” ma, Talk aboul
someathing sise.
RAY:Going back to your childhood - youw mast heve
been difficult io discipline, st because of your strength,
Hew did you mother manage it?
ZOMA: Wall, she didm, ot by hersell, Erogenian kids
get rassed by the whaole fribe, 0 it wasn like she had
o corral me alonse, aven if she had had the time to. |
mean, yeahwhen | was very litihe it was hard, because
you don't understand things like limés and rules, and
safmelifas he only thing that gats thraugh = a8 paddling
of 8 thurmgeng. [t took usually two or three of my grown
cousing o catch me and hold me down, and they knew
they wene going to gei black eyes themselves or worse
il thay waran'l caneful. By the lime | was aighl or 5o I'd
sallled down anough o ba able o accapl & balancing
when it was called for.
RAY: Were you 8 good gid?
ZOMA: (lawghs) Depends on how you defing that, |
maan,| ngwar maeant any harm, | like people, you know?
| abways have. Bul | did inherit my falhar's lamper and
for a long time it felt like | was in trouble every day for
something or other. A |ot of the boys, especially in some
of the other tribas, didnt like mother being queen, and
dicin't think that girls should ba fighling or daing othar
things. And they would 28y somalhing Slupid Lo me
of about me, and thea I'd do somathing stupid to them
and then I'd heve o balance the cha somehow. usually
by doing some service, but them were fimes | just had
io stand there and get hil.
RAY: Thal musl have beean hand.
ZOMA: That was a plonic companad to the lecture.
RAY: Your mother - 7
ZOMA: Oh, GODDESS, I'd rather get smacked any day.
| would clean ou fifty stables full of horse shil every day
ralher than have 1o sland there and TALK about whal
what I'd done wrong, and everyone elses’ cha, and how
did | feel about that, and couldn't | make a greater affort
o consider the consequences of my actions ... Oh, shit,
jpust kil . Kill ma outrghl and hanve dane with ill
RAY: Sounds pratly normal, sciually,
ZOMA: You dom't know, vou heve no lidea how long she
can go on, and how she can say the same thing in fifty
different ways — and she STILL does i io me, even now.

l .

“Ore thivg that plises ae off & peaple
wol Bnowikg what Erogenta &, rot browing o
peaple ar ampthing and then popping off with
roRonrcerents oF siupld guestions that are
gt hedng asked on firpore fo make us fay

wtersidd thipase ™

RAY: Fans are inberested in your katest kove affalr.

‘What can you tell us about —

ZOMNA: Ment?

RAY: Yas, vas. 15 ha radlly -

ZOMA: | started oul saving his lile, bul he's .. like,

80 ... | st wand fo hug him to ... and he's .. ah .. |

mean, | know he's not Erogenian, but that's mot sup-

posed fo matter.  He's so ... Oh, gods. he's just 50

cubal

RAY: Seamig wou're very ... lakes . wilk him,

ZOMA: You know what you ssked before? About

growing up in the Moon Triba?

RAY: Yoz,

ZOMA: Wall, it's just that ... he's never had bo be thal,

He dossn'l hive thal expaclation thal sverybody aize

does. It's . ke sess me like someons else. Like som-

eomne new. Like ... | don't heve fo ba amone with him,

just me. And thai's what he Bes.

RAY: S0, vou think he accepls you - a5 you ang. withoul

puddgmant.

ZOMA: Yes. | .. | mean, our people, my family, mry kin,

we ... wa try 1o Bve that way. And we do, we mostly do.

A ot mong than other people, Bul ... well ... | mean,
I'm biggar than a lol of man, all Aght? And I'm slronger

than any man P've aver mel, all fighl? People don't ...

you don't get treated Bke nosmal. All right, | mean,

really, whatevar "normal™ is, it's not me, and ...

RAX: You've had boyfriends before, of course.

ZOMA: Yaah. And girlfriends,

RAY: Oh ., yes, thal, loo ..

ZOMA: Yaah, a lot. And .. ckey. With most of them,

it's like, wow, what & pair, and you're 50 big, and et

me climb that mountain, right? And | can understand

that. Evarybody Boas a challenge for fun, Fun s fun,

and 've had & lob of fun, Helig, 've had a LOT of fun.

And in the end, especialy with men, it slweys seams

o end with a fight. And | win, if vou can call it that, but

then i's over. Even with the women, it's like they wani

ma 1o ba somathing I'm nol, Thay wand 1o Somehos

turm me inls sormathing and somaans thal fits in with

wihat they want & gir or a princess to be. Bul, with

Bentl, i seams ke more than that. or diferent in 8

weny | don't ... | don’t know. He's ... he's just special,

| could braak him B a loothpick, b 8 the same Bma
| kAo if e nesded 1o he could (038 me SCr0ss & coupls
of dirmenslons or somathing. And be's just 8o .. he's
funmy and ha's 50 cute ... | ... | dont know

RAY: Soapnds very romantic,

“He doesn't have that expectation that everybody
elee does. It .. he sees me e someone elee.
Like pomecne nevwe Like T don’t have fo be anpone

with Fipe, ficet ime. Awrd that's what he lkes " a5



Say, do any of
you guys know
how to Madison?

Come on,
dance with
mel

You have

night duty?
Since when?
Franduk wants

to dance, and I said
I'd take his duty
I wish I could,
I was just ... watching for a little bit,
I have to get back to my post,

5till not good
enough for some,
I guess.

&en turan.




E'er sharp Zonn's sight, his sword sun-bright

In darkness walked he as in light

Into the Eastern forests deep

He wandered where the Dragons sleep

And no man knows what there befell

'1 The gods nor demons do not{tel] 588

ey

& F - .

{n Otherwhen, or in the Deeps
He living or dead company keeps

‘l 1

fg)
& k\ o o
: e i gode A ] T -
’" T Y ¥ A I._a_s,_'j_rr_s here our !n_'mwfeldge fails
s i L T RS
S A T Pl
And great Zonn passes from our tales.
Iy i ‘_Z i -'.1.1‘-“'?: |".:.
Wi j b A T RSN
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HAI! WELL UONE!
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&en gladan.

Uthien,

e

LHhien, suwrema.
Cha na amanh,

Somebody did,

not me,

Huh? Oh _
ah, I dunng,

Only you brought
the lute, T thought
mavbe ...




Well, you were
fine in the dance,

L - what
do you think?

Here: Just take

some slow, deep breaths ...
slow down your heartbeat
and concentrate,
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Be in the moment

right now - no future,
no past,

Lemme see .. something
fairly safe . okay,

Let everything else

but the idea of music

"drnp away, Just plain
*, musie,

117

A little Poul Simon.
Mice and gentle.

.

[ hear the drizzle of the rain
Like a memory it falls

Soft and warm continuing
Tapping on my roof and walls.

Arnd from-the shelter of my mind
Through the window of my eyves
[ gaze bevond the rain-drenched streets
To England where my heart lies.
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They lie with you WHED Yol Casouleh,
And kiss you when you startygrgday.

¥
L)
A

I

Andja’song L was writing is left undone
[ don't know . why [ spend my time

Writing songs [ can't believe
With words that tear and strain te rhyme.

And 50 you see | have come to doubt
All that I once held as trye

| stand alone withoyt peliefs
The only truth [ know js you.

— - - |
[ know that I am like the'rain .

There but for the'grace ..::.fﬁ.;g:r %
- - -

| g e

i



AYAHH...

You know that it's already far more than
Jjust Copper Path in her heart, and you know
the time the two of you shared o man
it wos a bad mistake for the both of you.

I don't even have
to read your aura -
it's all over your face.

You're going to ask Zona
if she'll share that young man

with you tonight. Tt would be an even worse

What if T was? mistake now - an offense even ] 'I:"I?, Goddess| WI'_"“
They're only Copper Path, to ask such a thing of her, Ipolal | what’s the 'ﬂ:'m with me?
it's no offense just to ask, If you were in your right mind -- Karna, youl

He is, indeed, a
very powerful enchanter -
and, as Tula said, untaught

and inexperienced.

i




Tonight it's efficial.

This is the coolest place ever, and
I do not ever want to go home.




Shh, kid,
Mo need to wake
the little woman,

ae man e LELAGE SRS LRElERSE AP SEl HEIT L

Yeah, but locks aren’t everything.
I just wanted to chat with you, that's all,
while you're in the state of mind
to see me,

{You're very funny.}

And she's in the middle of a
great dream - be a shame to spail it
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{I'm kinda .., I kinda feel like
I'm dreaming, too, just now, }

Ak, you will,
sooner or later,

{ Christ, I don't see how it
could get better. Everybody here seems
cool with me, I've got, like, o purpose here.
Finally, something to do with
my life that means something. }

[I've been, y know, sticking it to
the bad guys and I have a hot
girlfriend that's nuts about me.
If I am dreaming, I
don't wanna wake up.}

Only ... that nething lasts
forever, Michael - it's just life,
that's all. I cughtta know.

{Thanks,
So - what now?}
But for now,
L just wanted to say
that you did goed.
The whole thing, so far,
Proud of you. {Are you gonna Obi-wan me?
Is that how it works?}

And Vito - thanks,
Really. I did remember what
you teld me, You did save
my life, back there.

Yer welcome, but
I didn't do so much,

¥ou mostly did it

Sometimes, if I can, all yourself,

But you'll find other ways to learn besides
my Alec Guiness impression. Cther teachers,
too. Oh, I ain't through with you, yet -
we still got a loooong ways to go, you
and me. For today,
Just enjoy if,




Well - good morning.
Why aren’t you still in bed Too tired,
teaching Kivalians Too sore.

the finer points?

an hour or so ago.
I have to get
some sleep.

Actually ... that
makes sense.

Karina and Laring are
taking turns with him right now,
Me I need a break,

Lll say this - Tve definitely
revised my epinion about
the Eivalion nation,




Mentl Mentl!
There you arel

Yes, Prince Myshkin,
what can we de for you?

You are the only
one I can ask this ...

Well, you've been .,
Ask what? [ mean, travelling with them
and ... I mean, everybody says
a let of things abeut Ercgenians,
but you kmow -- T mean ,
I think --

Dude: Girlfriend
waiting for me in
nice, warm bed,

Planse be brief. Well ... do Erogenian

giris,., I mean,
when you've

uh ..,

I mean, do they
ever ., like .

Yatta-Ta, do you
hava any idea how stupid
that guestion is?

Erogenions don't lie, chum,
" Specially about zex

experience,

You and me
both, boychik,




("Ah, Mother! Just thought
: 3 I'd stop by to see how
['Guudh;ﬂ;:}ngj Mo - you're deing in jail!")
0. MNe, ;

(*"Oh, right! You were
the queen of Kivalia, right?
Only now you're locked wp
in this tower like a nobedy!™)

F ("How could
(“Say! ws’ that happen?")
Didn't you used to be
somebody important,
like a queen or
something?”)

("Really, Mother,
is that the best
comeback you
can muster? So
plebian! Hal*)

(*Your petty insults
don't bother me, anymore, Mother,
You'll find that I am not as I once was,
I will be king. And I'll be a good one, too.
You'll see, Ohyes - yes,
you WILL see. ™)

YO WO YOU DD 1T, WE ALL O T,
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(“Oh, that's right!
I put you here, becouse
I'm on the throne now! ™)

["I'm on the throne,
and you're in jaill *)

(“I won, and you lost!
How about that?*)

Yes,
Your Highness,




&ood day, Mother!

I mean, I thought
I'd stop by to see

Your concern is touching.
how you're ... doing.

How are the plans for my
beheading coming along?

Well, I'm certain
Qs 500N s your
brother's death
is confirmed, the
bishops will bless
your cercnation,
and then you can
hold whatever
mummery
you like,

- Gudik's death?
We still haven't even 1 What - what do
had o trial, hove we? you mean?

“Puppet?"I'm
Only that you can't try me without the crown, and you not a puppet!
can't have that while my elder son is still alive, and
the bishops won't declare him dead without
sufficient proof, Mot that they're actually
loyal, of course, they're just a pack of
fat cowards.
And I can do what
Oh, spirits, W I want, you hear?
look at that mess,
I really should
be wearing

my spectacles J _r-_ -
while doing . i h
this. y e

Can you, indeed? . L i
X

|

- but the bishops are
more afraid of Gudik than they are of
damnation. They'll want to be good and
sure he's dead before they set you

up as their puppet.
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Yes! Thrasu's bleed, I'm
gick to death of youl

You're always ready
with that poison
tongue of yours - always!
Always insulting,
always belittlingl Always
comparing me to Gudilkl

Goddomn right it isl And I'll
tell you another thing, Mother: T
have your life in my hands, so you'd
better ... you'd just
better ...

Well, if you have my life
in your hands, so to speak,
let's have it done with,
shall we?

Might I recommend
you slit my throat just
below the ear? Impossible
to stanch the bleeding,

Buf it wasn't me who led
all those soldiers to Greymouth
to get killed for fairy stories
in a stupid book, is it?

Who is
*h it that's left
Tqﬁh : M to mind things, huh?
vk “"? el Wha's the one who
PSR, gives the orders,
LTSl W " now, huh?

W
k

_

That'sa

pretty dagger you're
wearing , and I know

it has a sharp

r'ww don't %

H b S

blade.

Oh, don’t worry, e
we can say it was self-
defense or high justice
or whatever lie you want
and everyone who matters
will believe you, at least
of ficially,

you simply kill
\ me right now?

I won't mind much
- my life has become
extremely tiresome,

after all,

ST N ] o e ] T 2 Tl O R S O e R S el SV ST

Izn't that
my line, dear?

"Oh, please, stop!
L'l do anything you say,
gsign anything!"




Is that how you justify
all your offenses, my son?
Mummy is mad, Mummy was

oh so cruel to me, and
so0 I'm not to be blamed
for what I do?

Is this your latest
outrage somehow my doing, then,
not yours? But oh, yes, after all, it

really isn't vours .. is it?
Oh, am I s07 sl

I am a true queen,
T know -

Who really pulls the
strings here, my little prince?
Just who IS master in
thig kingdom, now?!

T suppose I just
wanted to see if you
had any spine at all.

Apparently not,
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Yes, at times
I must be.

What
an absolute
disaster of a
mather you [ 3 It is true,
are! L I've been no sort
3 of mother to you,

Mo, Maldik, in all

more impertant to be henesty, and for the love
a queen, to try to whip I do bear you, my flesh
you inte being worthy of i and blood:
the throne, than to teach Stop this, now. It's

you ... softer things. not too late.

So, after all, ”H-u‘l'e: m:h
I do bear my own SR R,

sh f blame B ' You're trying that's something
m;‘i:-rhis, ; to twist me around | B I have earned,

again, is that it?

But for all my plots, for all the bload
and pain on my hands I have never betrayed
thiz kingdom or its people,

Iz that how
you want o be
remembered?
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GET your

FILTHY hands
of f me, you bloated

old wheore!

You don't even know
how much I leathe the fact of youl

il There's nething you can say! You hear me?

NOTHING!

Ma, you don't get an
execution, Mot EVER|
Instead, you stay here, away
from the sun, the sky, the
world - all the freedams
you love,

If you
And day by day, say so, dear,
you wither, grow old,
ugly and diel And I get to sit r—"""
on the throne - Daddy's throne - ® g -pll ROTH

e

and watch rt alll
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Ah, your Highness,
A word, if T may.

kot mow, Lord Bishop!

Yes, a chat
with her Majesty always
seems to put you
out of sorts,

I gaid, NOT NOW, Macon!

I promise it will be brief. Regarding the
succession, I have
drawn up a list of
suitable brides
that I have --

I don't like
any of them! Leave
me alonel

Don't
misunderstand me,
Highness. I mean to

assist you in this.

To take
maximum advantage
of the situation, and to
possibly, shall we say,
solvage a victory for
Mormeos and Evalia
out of the tangle Oh, I
of ... events, beg to differ,
Highness,
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As you wish,
But that ether matter
we digcussed -

I
don’t bloody -
what "other
matter?"

Me need to speak of it
plainty here, Highness, but T know

of certain, .. dealings of yours, You con’tl I have no

idea what you meanl

Leave me al =

Mow, listen to me, Your Highness:
You're in shit up to your fat little
neck, and you need me to save you.
I can do that,




Your "friends"have
played you for a foel -

- hat that that's
terribly hard
fo da,

Maow either you work
with me or the best that happens
But with my help is you die a traitor's death - fo There's
we can turn this all say nothing of what the filthy no third cheice!
to our advantage. barbarians will want to
do to you,

Bo remember, though,
that my Influanl::_l's
T - I'Il have to think. E :ﬁfgﬁ;ﬁhﬁ

If I may direct
your Highness'
attention to the name
at the top of the list for

Certainly, your Highness, . Sl
Flease don't take too long. S ’P“ al consideration

EH AT DI ool = o ol =i e Pl el DM TR S T L e e et B LT P 3

I look forward te

hearing from your
Highness very socon.

By tomorrow,
I should think,

At the latest,
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Is something wrong?

I mean,
is something wrong, You're just a whore,
Majesty? you know that?

And you don't even
have the decency to be
ashamed, do you?

Yes, I'm 4

your Majesty’s

E. [ &
Al

Ma, you revel in it, Shall I take
don't you? It's how you get your way, my clothes off :|
it's how you control men, isn't it? for you?

What, '
think I'm stupid,
is that it™

Mo, Your Majesty!

Fyv
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How if T just kill you And then they ... they ...

right here, huh?

Taoke my dogger and ... and
slit your throat just under
the ear, huh?!!

Pleasel
Please, Your Majesty ... I ...
I'll do .. anythingl

Yes, that's what
whores de, isn't it? They
do amything, sleep
with anyonel

I AM WHATEVER
YOU SAY I AM, MY LORDII

PLERSEN

CLUNK
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SQUEEK. 4

There's enough in
there to buy your whole
shitty little village o
doazen times over,

i =

‘)"‘.‘*

-

the Sandaks if that
makes you

Just ... I never
want to see you again,
All right?

Did I say you
could ask me why?
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SHUFFLE!

wr

far oway. Take your whole family,

I don't care. Buy a farm, an inn,

do something that you want to do
with your life.




This goes en the
swiftest horse to Her: hand. Ne ather.

3 Die for this, if you must.
I"gf" .l!::ﬁn:‘:i'“ It is that important,

Mow, even if they kill you,
the message will get there.

This I do for my friend,
fQueen Yanora, who gives

extremely good oral sex,

I.. wouldn't
know, personally,

Az to the Prince Maldik, I don’t doubt
; ; that everything you've said about him
She's amazing!! _ . . is true, Greasy little prick. Always smells

byl e iy e e plague'

Well, owr

relationship doesn’t I think he's ﬂt least

tend that way, : ' r T had a bath since you last

gaw him.

Fersonally, I don't think Kendrik
was his fq'lhl:r Yanora was probably drunk and
ig farmer or something.

One of Ipola’s
message birds come
this morning - we're

riding against

Finally!
It's goed -

we' ve been at

have been itching to
take the fight acress
the river to those green
pieces of shitl

And do you know why?
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Ag to you ..
I can't do urr.rﬂurg
for you, Tethik
of Dell.

OSSP  o




And then you escort her ..
i you, personally, you. And .. e g
Take her to my physician. and take her home and then see ||
et her ... cleaned up. Fixed up, that she leaves Normos. 48 .

And ... and then
you take her wherever

Help her fo .. to
get what she wants,
Whatever it is.
I'm ordering

Hers Because

Here's some , Ag you 'l find I!'Iﬂ‘..

more money for .. " -
E . . y command, Highness, right? I
things 1 might _SEN . will,

Of course,
your Highness,

MY LOVE 5 VENGEANCE THAT'S NEVER FREE

Ah - ah,.,

gently, now.
It's all right,

We'll take

care of you.
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This goes en the
swiftest horse to Her: hand. Ne ather.

3 Die for this, if you must.
I"gf" .l!::ﬁn:‘:i'“ It is that important,

Mow, even if they kill you,
the message will get there.

This I do for my friend,
fQueen Yanora, who gives

extremely good oral sex,

I.. wouldn't
know, personally,

Az to the Prince Maldik, I don’t doubt
; ; that everything you've said about him
She's amazing!! _ . . is true, Greasy little prick. Always smells

byl e iy e e plague'

Well, owr

relationship doesn’t I think he's ﬂt least

tend that way, : ' r T had a bath since you last

gaw him.

Fersonally, I don't think Kendrik
was his fq'lhl:r Yanora was probably drunk and
ig farmer or something.

One of Ipola’s
message birds come
this morning - we're

riding against

Finally!
It's goed -

we' ve been at

have been itching to
take the fight acress
the river to those green
pieces of shitl

And do you know why?
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Ag to you ..
I can't do urr.rﬂurg
for you, Tethik
of Dell.

OSSP  o




I've done nothing
for you, not even bread or a
roof for the night!

I thank you
for taking the message,
and for your courtesy,

Farewell,
King Tor Terk-Elons.

e

"DOM'T POINT THAT FINGER AT ME UNLESS YOU INTEND TO USE IT."




What do
you apologize for,
Tethik Of Dell?!

it is that you
gtill feel -

You think I'm rude,
is that it? That I'm simple,
a stupid “barbarian,” isn't
that what Kivalians
call us?

I have newver
gaid that of you

And if this is still
gbout that ...that
foolish night with the
Tuntach game --

OF COURSE it is!

I won! I won fairlyl J

But you
don't believe it
I know you, with that
little twitch of
your mouthl

You didn't believe
it then, and you don't
believe it nowl

That's why I threw you out!
Because you dared to condescend to me -
to treat me like a childl

You still feel that
your last move was fair,
don't you?
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Mo, of course not,
But I don't see what else
I con do to make amends,

five years later, that I
have not already done.

I admitted
as much, in the end,
and I apologized.




Of course we were
playing by Dellan rules,
to honer youl

Tt oll depended
on whether we were playing You were
by Dellan rules or Erogenian, my guestl

’ ~ In Dell, the Tower must
I assumed, that since I was in M:Jﬁ:;‘:ﬁﬂ;ﬂ::
your house, we would play by your rules. In ¢ defander 1akeg tha e
Erogenia, the Tower can use the reverse s SE:E'H'mH ?
end-move and enter the fortress alone. e

-1
-

-3 .

.

Y }
UFE. LiRE BLL PTPHER CAMES HESERIEES FUR AWHER THE HEATTIEES THET TS JUET A AR

yeu faf,

stubborn,
stupid bastard,

it's just a

We're going fo war,
my Kingdem is in the hands
of o freasenous usurper, and
you're obsessed over a poxy
insult I never meant
five geddamn bloody
years age!

Call me
bastard, will you!
And what the hells
are you going to do

about it, then?!
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We will settle
this now, you and I |

ATTACK OR DEFEND?|

L
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Whose rules are
we playing by?

The rules.
Very important.

Oh,
60D's BONES!

Dellan rules!

=] - ks R ]l S ol Wl ST ol A o e S

Very well, very well,
Dellan rules it is,

Den't see what
there is to get
upset about,

Etearia, some wine

for the count, ‘#""

You will stay

tonight as my guest?

That is a very
welcome invitation,

Yes, thank you,
= i After I win,

you mean - unless your
game’'s improved in

five years,
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You wanted to

I like the H'“‘f""""" walk
Iﬂ-l:: the way Yo falk,

affecting you,
isn't it?

Hells, it affected
me, and I don't even

] A
I EE

e ek ]
LT T

jll.lr ~

-' :
/ Whut e '
' 'd. ' o talking about?

——
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Right now, nothing is decided, Mentl,
Pleage understand that ne ane will
Mentl, we know " try to impose amything on you
you're an enchanter - and with against your will,
only a _. limited amount of "
experience,

Well, yeah,
but I have to
start getting o

She's given us a

Yeah I . I know I very good idea of your level,
need training, Tula keeps both in terms of ability and,
most impertantly, in terms of

Right, right.  thic is about? Are
we going to ..

You've done us such service, and all from the heart. From a place
of love and courage - I've made you our friend and I would never

' I cannet - it would be
an offense against the cha,

m you, Mentl, how long
Your Mu;pzs’qr. Please - have you been chanting
where's this going? this magick?

Let me be plain:
How long have you been
singing these love songs

to Princess Fona?

Well - ah - since she
gave me that lute, I guess.
That first night a little more
than two and a half
moenths ago.

And how aften
have you been
singing them?

Well, she
likes them so much, so
just about every
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That's what T thought,
I am afraid you may have

loid a very powerful

enchantment on her. can't feel my legs - I've

gone all cold. There's a
moment there where they
all wait for me to say
something else, but I can't
think of anything.

-
|

- It is when it
= - takes away her
Mind you, that's not free willl We don't even
necessarily a bad really knew that that's
thing in itself - ; what's happened.

I can only feel like the whole world just got stretched out of shape and me along '
and in the middle of this huge, stretched, awful-feeling world is a little speck of me looking up at their[*
grave, concerned faces, not knowing what to say,

I want you to sing to me It's just a song ..
T don't know why I
forgot that for a moment,

The love-song is like nothing
I've ever heard! It maokes me feel
Hah! The feelings
seemed so real ...

T'm fesling
things that
aren’t real ...

When you sang like that, and I ...
it was like I wanted to ..
be thot woman.

: sl I mean, with the sort of
have the promise of always - 2
and forever like her - to belong with _ thing that happens every time and
you to ... to be .. I'm feeling you haven't figured out that something’s
the love song. things that a lrttle odd?

arent real ...
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How much of a chance should
we take, Ipola? Zona isn't just some
fisherwoman from the Bear Tribe!

She's a queen’s
daughter, and eur
champion. What wouldn't
our enemies do if

: . : ] ; Mo, I never
ITpmr':.d? 5 _ tried to control her!
Try “controlled. . I love her!

believes you tried
to do anything,
Ment| = that's
actually the real

believe ',rnu love her,
We're just not L5 ;
certain that .. 4 You're just not certain
that she really loves me --

Whatever she feels, I can't believe

it's completely genuine - not under
those circumstances,

Do you .. lock me away,
or ... banish me or something? ! Meo. Of course not.

=
il "I-'.b‘# N, L
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Even if I had the will to command it - You could go away.
and I do net = It would be unlawful, Back to your own dimension -
you have the power to do it,
and if you want I can
show you -

To lose £ Yarna
have to willfully have a heart.
offend, You .

I'm se sorry .. but it's real,
It's not something we can ignere, any more pleasure than
we have to somehow deal it does youl
with this,

But - what do I de?|
Tell me what to del

L1

HE AT MO RUAR O 0 | I HEHE A T HIMG AL A RLA T

Mone of ug can see
where hig path leads,
or why it's woven And to speak of him
with ours, returning to his own world,
as though he could somehow
Jjust get in a beat or something
and row his way there?

Travel between dimensions This
is hideously complex and dangerous -
I'm not even sure how he wound up
here in the first place with all his
mind and organs intact.

That's the peint,
magick ig alien - you feel it as well
as I do. It looks like nothing I've ever seen
or heard of , but I can feel the sheer power
of it, and it's enormous, We can’t tell for
sure what it does in our world, or what it's
boundaries are, It shouldn't even be here!

And is it merely o coincidence
it appearing just at the time that Shuach
This young man is suddenly threatening to break through
is part of our cha,

into the world again? We have to remove
its influence completely.

I. . Ide
apologize, Mentl,

And me, son,
Cha ha amanh.

Mentl as though he
weren't standing right here -- o
as if he were just a .. problem, This is
An illness to be cured, and already hard
enaugh for him.
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Thanks, T ..
I know you mean well,

This is your home,

your people. I don't
blame you for .

I just . I. don't
know what I'm

don't to d
supposed o do. You don't have to do

amything, Mentl, not yet.

We must find
a way to be sure,
and ence sure,
we need to make
the right choice, 4

Soon, though,
events may
force you to,

It's what you say, right? Yes, That's what we
"When in doubt, make the try to teach. How we try

choice that .. heals the world” to live, Mot that we
Zona and Tula said that's i always succeed, or even

what you taught them, ‘ mast of the time,

my tribe,
back I'H:Il'nt. We hmre; the
same kind of thing.
We say Tikkun Qlam,
"Heal the world"

a mitzvah ... what you
do because &od
would want you to.

occurred to me. Just
now when you were
talking about ...

Sounds nice when

you say it, And you never
even went te Hebrew Schoal,

T've taken

encugh of your time,
today. Ah . thanks.

Please leave me
alene for a little,
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Just :h::li"l'ur:d
hi ieiegi
is happiness And Zon's.

That he'd

never come?

And send ina ™
bottle of brandy.
/







To think that somehow
I was different here, that .. that..

Y shit. shit|
( What a gaping

anus-brain I
 was to thinka

—. would ever .,

could ever .. Omigod.

ALL A STUPID,

FUCKING, STuUPID,
STUPID LIEX
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Omigod, Zona.
How can I ever
look .. in her eyes

. again?

I .. made her lie,

About the
most important
thing in the werld,
gnd I .

Stupid!
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you need to

Have you seen Mentl?
Semething's wrong. The
rooms a mess and his
lute's broken
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| talk to Mother,

% would I "need”te
talk o Mother?

Go.

T ST SO 2 T S E 'I '-I -H l!l"il-mlm'ﬂl

q%-"a-




Mether| »
I can't find Mentl, I know it's toe much

Hisg lute's been broken and to expect, but once - just once -\

e T'd like you to take a breath
. chamber looks like and Imock before you just

The last time you did that
was very uncomfortable for everyone
concerned, and I needed o have
new hinges put on the doors.

Do you know where he is? 1 & What - but we have enemies!

Tula said T should .y What if something's happened to him?
talk to you. 2 -l - T . weneed to find hinl _g

A won't be able o find

Y-

:"l:

]
o
-

Well, na, I donot know
where Mentl is. But yes, you
and I de need to talk,
Please - git down.

What's happening?
Where has he gone?!

I'm serry, child.
He's gone back to
hig ewn world,
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I didn't really . Tell me
expect this - not T what is going onl
so soon or without
help. Te just summon
a dimensional portal
like that --
amazing!

Why has Ment!
gonel? What -

Zona - he was here
less than an heur age.
We spoke to him about
some of our ..
CONCETNS,

Fona, ever since you met this
man, with his love songs and his
enchantment, you've been _
strange. Everyone's noticed it
You've been ..changeable
and moady.

Tula says you've been jealous of him.
You, fona - jealous! You've told me yourself
of being frightened by feelings you'd never
experienced before. You ask for the music
every night, and never tire of it.
-
HE S 0 FUALIC RN B RS
And every time he sings, ne matter .
what he seems to intend, people he u:f::l:ilgliﬁhlnfhui Zona, look at
are affected by the affer just ene song yeurself, You
magick. T can only imoaine h : i+ have to admit your
. y imagine how i . lity
must be for you, after . ' I! II : d
all those nights, all ;
those sengs - all that
raw enchantment
focused right

on you,

Does it occur to anyone - I mean,
Yes, even me, I literally storted \ ‘rnm:-r-:na-"rhut maybe I am truly
hﬂ\"il‘lgt'i::h'lﬂiﬂ ﬂbnfl:":,,}rw:.lfrl:f'ﬁ \ in love for the first time in my life, and this
just say I am not used fo m-_.r is what it looks like? Maybe if I seem girlish,
feelings being manipulated. it's because Mentl's the first person
who ever really thought of me as a girl!
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Can't I7?! Do you really think I'm that
stupid? That somehow I den't know
what Mentl is, what he dees, what

he can do? By Luna, T owe my
life to it

Zona, with all
that alien magick, you
can't be sure of your

own feelings -

Of course he's powerfull
Amazingly powerfull You may not
believe it, but I .. I feel safe
with him like I've never
felt safe with amy man,

Daoughter, no one
in her right mind would ever
accuse you of being weak
- in amy way.

I do NOT like! It's not truel
It's never been true! And now you
just drove Ment| away
from me!

I did nothing
ot the kind!

> You told him I don’t

7 love himl How do you expect

him to feel? You don’t know him, this

is Mentll He's always the first one to
believe the best in others and the
worst about himself. And now you

tell him I'm just some ..
puppet of his will?

Lona, enchantment can moke
you feel a lot of things -

what enchantment
does, and I know what
A his enchantment does,
% I'mnot a child!

after all these years of doing
what I do, of all the chains and
iron bars and spells thatI've
broken because of whe and
what I am, can you look me
in the and tell me
that I am that weak?

though, you're
stubborn to a fault.
What if this is one

of those times

where you just

Won't admit what?
That I'm enchanted? Under
a spell? Some kind of
magick ... addict?

SO RE IS foni | EE DML R

Or toke me fo his world!
This is an effense - YOU have
to make it rightl




Zona, calm down
and listen to me,
We have to -

Zona,
I forbid itl

You -
you can't forbid me
to follow my love.

Sl

Mot even you can
offend the cha
i like that,

/
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I've heard enough,

I don't care what
it takes, I will

Tll find o sorcerer,

a charm, a magick portal,
gsome high priest -
something, and I --

Is he your love?
We still don't really

to follow him, Zona, It's far

too dangercus.
And he left

of his own free will -

What? Were you
Jjealous that I'd finally
found a man who wasn't

inferested in

YOu?z!




sorry you den't like hearing it!

\\‘r"' -y "'F""_ ' It's the onky way
\ I kmow how hI: SFaqu Mother,

I om Ipola.
You will obey me.

Princess and champion -
heir to the throne!

champion you are -
heir you are not.

Tula will be
queen, not you. You want to
get into this now?

Oh, why not, Mother?!

T
&
L]
i-
e
-
-
-
]
-
|
Lo

»
A 2
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You've already taken

my man frem me - again, | That was
Tell me why you're taking unworthy of you,
the crown, tool

L e s

. g oS

& .\.,-"..--l-'l.-

W

Well, apparently
I'm not worthy of

a LOT of things!




like this - Aghl
50 like your father

Mever any thought for
the bigger picture - always
rushing into things, heedless
of the consequences.

/ And what have I
broken lately, Mother,
that you've had to fix?!

And geds ferbid
amyone should
offend you!

is always the most impertant
thing in the world! When you hurt,
when you're angry, there's no
getting through to you ! X
witheut a goddamn 5
siege enginel Your private will
is always the first thing
you attend, never mind
the rest of us who have to
live with what you do, have

to fix what you breakl

I send you on a
simple scouting mission,
and you nearly cause an
incident at Gudik's court with
your bloody temper! If
Yanora hadn't been
there -

HEWVER [MSULT ANYOME BY ACCIDENT.

Am I supposed to
toke brazen insults from
that ... fuckwit?lf

What? Maldik™ You keep it under controll
You dan’t threaten to break

the prince regent’s facel

You made his guards \
so nervous that they
tried to kill youl
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Many Kivalians, both high and low hate us,

Zona. It simmers just under the surface,

and all it needs is one excuse, one bad day,
and the whole alliance is finished!

And then our enemies tear us apart, piecemeal, just like
beforel Everything we've worked, sacrificed and died
for these twenty-five years - all of us -Uthic, Yanora,
Kendrik, yes, even Zonn - gone in one moment of your

Just ONCE would it
kill you to think before

And the worst part is T knew you know
that. And that's just the latest example,
Fona, My child, I love you, but at your
age you still den't really understand that
we are not like other people.

You are the royal champion! -
You should be my right handl Mot just
some Lion Tribe warrior riding around
having personal adventures!

(U] TELL ME RIS LAKES AL EAE T CE BRI LMY

r
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But this .., thi
“Il I amhuhfn:;*r ﬁ'; iuolsnu.-ch,in
-

addition to everything else.
Don't you see?

If the
other tribes get
So sorry, : | ' even g hint that there's
mu Amanhara-Zona, ; - something not right about you,
Cha na amanh emnanh, | A % they lese confidence, not just in

There are still powerful people in Erogenia who'll use any
excuse to undermine us, and you kmow who they are.

Please .. please just ..
I need to find Mentl, He needs to know _
at least o know that I leve him,
That's all I'm asking ..
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Zona , being a queen means
forever being at least two people
at the same time, and having
to choose, every day - every hour,
every moment - which one gets to
act and which one has to
be silent,

like Mentl. I didn't want
him to leave, I didn't tell him
to leave, but ... but he is gone.
As your mother, as someone who

already cares for such a geod man,

I want you to bring him back,
I really do.. It isanoffense
to the cha, You are right.

But: As a queen, I can't
let you try to follow him, There's
too much at stake right now.
Mever mind that you could be
destroyed, or lost forever
in some nenexistence
between dimensions,

We're going to war, Zona,
with our deadliest enemies,
something I'd dared to hope I
would not see again in my time.
And everything shows that they
are stronger and more determined
than ever before, I need tobe
able to depend on you now,

more than ever,

v

Tial) JMENS CHE HATD | LRy SOME TG -

i *H}hfﬂ‘.ﬂﬂ
. . . 'I.‘ “
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Who would have
thought such a luh- ;
little man ... could leave .., ’ : Well, he's not
such a big ... hole in - that little in

my heart? important ways,
after all,

what I meant, but -
yes, that too.

Do you .. do you
think I don't really
lowe him?

Do you think ..
it's all just the
enchantment?

I donm't
N really know. T know
4 what I believe,
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difference? ) h’ v

The dif ference is like you and me, I'm Princess Knowledge, see -
I: " 1 need to know things. Things that have touch and taste and ferm and energy
that I con put in front of you and show you the reasens why, Knowing is
certainty - it's right there true today and will be temorrow,

¥ou're Princess Belief - you believe
things because of how you feel, things that
come from inside you -
in your heart,

But the heart can be tricky -
it doesn't always lead us to the safe place, It can get
us hurt and killed so easily. It can lead a whole people
into error, like it did all those centuries age.
What's true teday may not be true tomorrow,

=
-

Ve Then why do ; Becouse it's ... better, in some
people always say to ways, It's warm, it's human -
follow your heart? cares about where it's going,
it cares about what hoppens S I

ol why. for your own good,
sometimes,

Knowledge doesn't care,

Tt anly knows what is - not for sure what is to be, or even
what should be. Besides, knowledge may be certain, but certain
knowledge isn't as easy to come by as people want, A lot of times

we have to substitute belief for knowledge, becouse that's

all we have to go o
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Sometimes, yes,
Sometimes, it"s mot goed
to be foo smart,

So, I'm following
my heart on this one. It's
not just enchantment,
- it can't be.

( Zona, he's Mentl,

i 2010 BarBaRIAMPRINCESS SO

He's ... nice,
He really is,

Yes, his magick's
scarily powerful, and
utterly alien. Mone
of us can predict it,

follow its pattern

or know its limits,

That's what's got us all 50 scored -
and rightfully so, if you ask me. We
have ne idea what he'll do without
meaning to - or really even the full
extent of what he's already done,

Such a sweet soul, with or without his magick.
And he is powerful - gods, I've never seen
amything like it - but he's gentle, too,

And he adores you.
You may not realize it,
but you're the one who
brings out his essential

courage, every time,

Yes, he's good
in bed, too, How could
you not love him?

SN S LGRS e | L D D

/

3




He's all alone, now, He doesn't have a house

or even a bed of his own _ no job, no money,
And his magick doesn't even work in his world,
how is he gonna defend himself? He sleeps
in his SeventyThreeDodge.

Do we even know what o
Seventy ThreeDodge is?

He fried to explain - it's like a magickal metal cart
that goes by itself. Except he never takes it anywhere
becouse it eats money and he's too peor. Sanberding - it's .
a big city with hundreds of thousands of people in the middle

of a desert, no forests or farms. You can't just grow your
own food or go hunting or fishing, you have to buy everything
b, with meney, He had to sell his lute just so he could eat

Iﬁ\'\_ N

EMD OF CHAFTER

That sounds horrible, | He can't afford to get Tl:lﬂf'S I'fﬂ_'ﬂ'.
any skinnier] What's he ¥ou're forbidden,
geing to do? ;

I den't know. What he
does for now isn't up to us, .
We can only decide what g~ “... the world you were
meant to be in all along .."

rm gﬂiﬂg - -
f mn-n'l"‘l.'l'i'.:b;;br: ::lw Id!. oy ’ . S Wolf Cub -
ar ' nger - L don 1 o L :
You probably will be, tee, if it " You're the best!
comes to that,

. .
k:" l:"*" 7 In fact, I'm sure you will be.
? -.'|| f Maother's going to want you to lead a

E 4 small advance group to make the Urtts' lives
I"f':. as difficult as possible while we organize
the tribes into a proper army.

Il

: g_...;'-‘-'""'
Somehow, I don't think
I'll have a problem with that,




San Bernardine, California

And your dod never
tells me obout this?

It's. .avery
private thing, you
know how it is,
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Over four carats.
The stone itself is of
exceptional clarity - internally
completely flawless,

Mobedy these doys would ruin
a diomeond like this with such

50 - what do you think?

-
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Mmmm._..
the band is very heavy, too.
The gold alene is worth about
agrand.

it's an artifact, If it checks
out, then I could give you,




.1 Provided it's not .. uh .. i

I mean, not like
I'm gonna call the cops or anything,
Michael, but not even for friendship
can I take stolen goods.,

Check it out, Van,
I guarantee it won't show up at all,
It's never been registered,

And so, if T
call your mom, she's
gonna know about
thig?

She knows
about it,

Pl AN T 0 FOME BT
Like I said, she's
S50 - how i f R s back to her
is she these days? TR e i,
Better?

She had
that .., that

thing.

But at least
we're talki
She's fine, doctor su-y}‘ il
it was mild cardiomyopathy.
He gave her a prescription,
she's back to her ald s=lf.

We had another fight,
The reason I need the money,
She wants me to move back,
Lcan't, I mean, I love
her but we'd kill each
other ingide a
week, |
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I tried to tell her
| the truth,. but -- seriously,

It's not a big. We
are better, Better than
we were. A big reason Ml

ry wise,

fuf;: gl Yau ll be glod | I mean, if T toldme %\

to mend the fence, you did, i what h to me or

Before it's too I [ where I've been ond what

i it h ] . happened there to me, and
lave, ¥ 'know. : She just gave me : '!

/" a ration of shit about disappearing
the way I did, and ... I guess I can't
blame her,

e A

th
1
e
WL .
oyl

i

3 s
i AT AT
2 -Ia.r.. i

i

SRl
)
i

R i

Do you want me fo
pretend I understood
any of that,
boychik?

.. seriously, you should broker
this out, get somebody who really knows
this stuff to authenticate it and then
auction it off at a big house,

security for your life,

. Mo exaggeration.

; You sounded just like your dad, there -
Thanks, Van, but ... may he rest in peace- right before

five thousand will be fine, That'll .., Town wasn't good enough for him,
that'll set me up okay. I just gotta get out everywhere else wq;ghl:ﬂ:r,
of thig town. I'm going to L.A, He come back,

Amyway
What do I have
to sign?
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“..and in those days there lived in the land a shepherd's son
who was fair of face and form and had the grace of the spirit kings
about him so that he feared no thing that walked or flew or swam.
He had eyes that made those that looked on him glad in his beauty
and his virtues, and in all ways he sought to do that
which was commanded of &od.
He was called ..?"

we'll finish
the chapter.

Isn't that right, Grandpapa?
We don't have to go to church
becouse we're Erogenian,
right?

Well, they haven't
bothered me about that
since I married your

grandmother.
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But I don't wanna
be a Thrasan, Ma ...

Everybody
has to go to churchl
You have to! It's
the lowl

TS TS T O S Y e ]

Oh, thank you,
father,




Their father wanted
them raised in the Church,
and that's what I'm

Well - T was never
for that., Fundik was a

What, I'm to just
stay silent while my
grandkids get forced

going to do.

good man, but -

to renounce their

OWR ==

This is their
religion as much
as the other!

It's the
Church, Mora,

Those priests walking around, all rich and

puffed up while people starve, and
what do they care? Do they really serve --

What - is Erogenia so perfect?
There's bad priests and priestesses
in the Fox Tribe -

Maybe, but they don't have a
whole grand Heiropolis and bishops
and all sweeping their filth
under the rugl

If it weren't for your mother
and these legs of mine, I swear I'd
have gone to the Moon Tribe or the

Bear Tribe ages ago where people
have some common sensel

He was just inclined
that way - it's not
something he chose,
it was part of him,
and it's only
Kivalians who think
that's some
kind of a sinf

Don't you blame
what happened to
Hentic on thatl

Oh, and Erogenians

are 50 sensible!

And IT'll tell you
something! If he'd been
roised right, he'd
still be ali --

Fighting over nothing,
having sex with amyene or anything
just because they feel like it -
L ] e
THIS SPACE INTENTIOMALLY LEFT BLAMK,

It's

e
.. that wasn't right, all right, D,

I'mso sorry.
Cha ha amanh ...
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Please don’t fight,

Mo, it's not.
Come here, child,

It's all right, sweeten,
randpapa and I were just
having a ... disagreement,

All right, all right.
You're right.

It's all right,
randpapa’s just
an old idiet,

Could' '
fml:d r:: e - We shouldn't be

fighting each other,
especially right now,

Mat aver

Mo, you're notl | anything.
Den't say stuff My
like that.

LIS TER 1i PHIE G il ] B B A ] 1o Sl

Whe could that
be at this fime of night?

This is the home
of Darvik Shen Bulana?

You lot are
T'th Mora all coming with us.

Darvik Emlaen.
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Mo, they're ¥ou go back and
The prince He says bloady well nat! 8 that iy
doesn’'t meed a you 90, you ge. ] :ﬁ:ﬁr “"_F ik
. : a prince of

why, girl . the Fox Tribe
doesn't dance

to his --

Oh, I don't have time I wouldn't if I could,
for this, you old yerge fart you arrogant prickd Lay
Eufl*:ulﬂ:lcﬂmzu]nngﬂr a hand on any one
-,u:\u uha made of ug and --
0 DE iﬂ'l".l‘! g

Bloody hell,
Captain, nobody said
amything about a -

Stop this!
He can't walkl
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You doeg-fuckers!
L'l kill youl

You know what I'm
beginning to think,
old man?

You're
gohna be more
trouble than you're
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Oh, really?
How does that

work?

Well? Hey, come on -
Leap out of the chair
and kill me, why

don't you?

Ll have that, yeh?
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Made it all up m'self,
words and everything, yeh?

2 200 BARBARIANFRINCESS. LOM




Okay, that's IT,
you little lunaticll

You toke one
more step and I'll --

And such

language in
front of the
kiddies

and alll

Teacher's giving
you a time-out,

When I get my Tell Teacher all about it
hands on you, Tl -- Tell the whole class, we're
all keen to know just what

ou were gonna do, All right, class!
5 not a lot of time,

go let's just -

WELL PROBABLY NOT.

All right!!
Who are you?!

Me?

I'm the bloke
that's just killed all
the bad men in yer

house, yeh?

And don't
you love me
for iH?
Yeh,
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] Thank the gods at leastf!

thousand years old,
Completely priceless and
irreplaceable, I will have
to send to Fuln to get glass
that is a fraction of the
quality the ancients made.

But glass is just glass,
no matter how well-made
For now, my sun room has a great clumsy wooden shutter in it, itis. A tableis justa : : .
the wall itself is torn and cracked at the edges where my daughter piece of weed. Zong's my little girl,
threw a three thousand year old table clean through it out inte the and she's hurting.
Valley, taking the window, frame and hinges with it, i

s ANET THE Al T LA B CACAL A,
] = 1

-5i : 11 | treated her lik
cure Y ever recty Traatec her [l | clvars thouoht oo, Joved ha Hin
like a girl, little or otherwise. S R man loves a woman,
I den’t think anyene did.

treat her like ... something else,

50 tall and strong, so wild, so Perhaps she's right - perhaps that's somethi '
; ng she's
like the young boys. always missed, her whole life. Put that together with all |
the other things about Mentl that Tula's said, or that I'vef
seen with my own eyes, then of course she loves him -

It's an offense that they're not together,
That's what Zona’s mether says,

81 But the Queen says: "Are you sure? Are you
completely sure? What if she’s under a spell?
What if they all are? What if Mentl's
power actually comes from somewhere sinister?”

Ic. § e T T

| “The Urtts have pewerful magick, now,
straight from Shuach. And this sweef,
.| wonderful little man with fire in his |3
hands and enchantment in his voice
appears at the same exoact time.
Just the sort of character that
yeou'd welcome into your sacred places,
into your confidence.”

This is one of the things
I hate about what I am,

If I were the enemy and was going te send an assassin or a spy,
wouldn't that be a brilliant disguise? He might not even know it himself.
And my mind spins into a theusand more “What ifs" each
worse than the one before.

£ 2010 BARBARIANPRINCESS. COM




Getting back
into practice?

Twenty years of peace ...
I've gotten soft and flabby.
ot to get lean again.

But - you look great] I'm geing to
[ You're so sexy with all those L lead troops again, Serrin, |
Mot what I want to do,
but what I have to do,

High Priest, right now
there are a few things . t .
that are more important : this n::umre;rsuhnn
than the size of . with you -

o
o,
Flease tell me

that you now know all about it,
and can put my fears to rest.

. Tell me about the book, I
N

Al Well ... um ...

I can tell you ...
what color it is?

- e LR 2 S T D]

™ 1
1:.3' i}i .
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Getting back
into practice?

Twenty years of peace ...
I've gotten soft and flabby.
ot to get lean again.

But - you look great] I'm geing to
[ You're so sexy with all those 1 lead troops again, Serrin. |
marvelous curves .. Mot what I want to do,
but what I have teo do.

right now there are T am not having

a few things that are this conversation
mere important than the with you -
size of my breasts, . understoad?

1 Please tell me
that you now know all about it,
and can put my fears to rest.

Ah. Well ... um ...
I can tell you ...
what color it is?
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I can alse tell you
how big and how thick
it ig,, and how much it

seems to weigh - all
of which varies,
by the way,
from time

Constantly, subtly,

depending on what I'm

pleased to call
it "moods"

,-""}I can tell you that

We'd already
pretty much figured

¥ it's very, very powerfully that out,
magickal and that it seems to

have a mind of its own, or

a damn

good magickal imitation of one,

Not Mentl,
not the ghostly friend Tula

describes - probably not by
amyone human.

You're not

doing a very good job
of putting my fears
to rest,

il Sorry.

s

(;This is a major artifact, Ipola.

Trying to read it is a unique
. exercise in frustration.
50} I'll keep at it

I can also tell you
it's probably net written
or created by a mortal




Can you
command it?

I need you to lead a force o
about a hundred warriors and harrass
the Urtts while I raise and organize
a real army. Hit-and-run
tactics,
Track them, break up
their raids, disrupt their

supply lines, free as many
slaves as you can

{ro across
the river, burn their
- depots, settlements
and war camps. Be wherever
they're not looking and
kill and destroy absoiutely
anything Urrt,
Force them to use
resources to
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Oh, 50 it's
like that, is it?

Your Majesty has
made it clear that you
need your champion,

Apparently we need to
remind them why they should
fear Erogenia.




valuable asset - surprise,
thanks to you.

And it's plain that they're still not ready
yet for their big push. It's already nearly Autumn,
now, If we can raise hell with their preparations
for eight or ten weeks, we'll have bought ourselves
the whole Winter as well to get ready.

Urtts don't like

the cold weather,
Take eleven of the best

from each tribe, Make certain that you
Well - 1_'""-"-' ““Id h’l bE frue.  hove mounted archers as well as swordsmen
Let’'s hope it still is. and the best woodsmen and trackers.

¥Yes, I sent birds practically as
soon as you got back - they |
should already be making
ready for 'grr.'lu.

: Have we sent
messengers to the
other tribes?

urr-naitf, but he's
the best woodgman
in Erogenia, and he's
like all the Snake
Tribe - he's got ne
leve for the
Lirtts,

LRt LN ¥

I'll want Rannik, ™9 .D-fw“ Is there

I'm net the warchief
that he is,

Mothing, Majesty. I'll ride nut tomorrow or the day u'H'ur
depending on how quickly I can put our own eleven together.

urry'l‘hlng else you need?

I've already sent word

“to Euntig. You'll need streng magick.
Hawk magick will be best for this,

My ravens are yours, Send messages daily, whenever you can, i
M Ineed all the intelligence I can get on the Urtts’ movements, o 118 Tr'
th-zlr' numbers, supplies - m"'ll'fhlﬂ! U'nl:l-l!r‘.'.ﬁ_'nn , your

We have to know

That's actually
far more important
than the other

part of the mission,

Fona,

I know

you're angry
with me, J
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everything, If they
can strike us any
place we're
unprepared ...

I want you to
know that I do
}h'u: my daughter,

S50dol,
your Majesty.




