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Oy! You a'right?

I Y'ought

& she needed someone +'get 1
“er out 0" harm's way.

"EIMHER GIVE ME MORE WINE OR LEAVE ME ALOME."



Last night's g

little Festivities seem to have

had the effect of both raising
[\ and lowering some of the fensions

Though I think it's too soon
to have them érve directly

: - together.
needed to fight - but -

> OhI¥ink .
we have a long road :
4 ahead before dat eouid Urtts is ahways
happer. goed ewployment For

_ Draconian or T'rasan
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SRS

sgion of H.:-IH Georg!
Eise up!

Unless I miss my guess,
both you and your lover here have
duties this morning.

e ain'#
I ain't Gke da#!

It's all right -
it's = he's -

Oh! yer Worship!

And just
to say again, I
ain’t flee dat -
ne ... he ain’t
my lover!

WHY 30 DEFEMSIVE? 2
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put our armies Wy
leave behin’ mueh dat
is broken in dis great |
mistake, for sueh /
we migh' jus'ly
eallit

stopping this war does seem
e it was Diving Intervention. .
Maybe these two are a... - We ean hope 50. g
§ But i will +ake more
dan pertents

; ! { ' 7 to unde what can be undone,
for His Chosen to take / . t
in de comin’ +rial, i LW help fo rebull” what has been

De Final Daus, <ol B 4 4 broken, and feed and elot’
; n - ‘ - de maimed and orphaned.

-

2w w1 d L [ G

T¥s going My sword
IF we all survive, Prinaip, : Lghhng 1o be a jolly great won't make that big
1 will put gold and men in service of T give the responsibility war! a difference in the batties
doing just that, by Bod of negotiating and organizing the 3 you're Facing,
and my crown. particulars +o my eovsin, '- :

well, we'll have encugh to do here
in the East.

| Speaking of which,
| iF you'll excuse me, |
gentle lords, there i
one last personal |
| detail T need 4o
tend te.

DIDHN'T EVEM SAY GOODBEY
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"My Lord Tethik,

* Sorry to disappoint you, but now that Mommy's net helding my hand,
I degided I didn't want to walt arpund For you fo try fo kill me.

"Trust me, it wouldn't have ended well For you, and while T know we're
not friends, T don’t ke killing people for free if T can help it
Do yourself a Favor and don't fry to Find me.

Thann”

THE OME THAT GOT AWAY ..
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Zonn's right. J
They're ... an unallied tribe.
We can't hold them fo an
path that only some of them
took twenty-Five or thirty
years ago.

I am giad
the three of you were there o
add your woices

The Book?
Ment has It - or It has him,
It pops in and out when It pleases Ttself o do.
(e no lenger worry about It when It disappears.

It always comes back,
eventually.

Ah - k
undil the time It |
doesn’'t

*... THERE IS NOTHING EITHER GOOD OR BAD, BUT THINKING MAKES IT S0.




Your Majesty,
I have a question.
That is necessary
and henorable.

What is your
intent to the Urrt
people?

They've made
themselves our enemy.

My infent is to deFend against However,

them. To defeat them. here is what froubles us most
among the Nassim:

Is it frue
that in your youth you swore
that if the Urit people attacked
again and made war on Erogenia,
you weuld kill them all?

That you would
make it as though they had
never been,

That you
would desfroy
all the Urft warriors and
all the Urtt Females and
all the Urtt ehildren and
everything that they
have made.

It is a ferrible
thing o swear to.

This was
iy oath, Uissan,
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It was an pcath '
1 had hoped never +o need to Fulfill,
but the choices of the Urtts

i Hou still ind
that this is the end of your
war now? To annihilate the

Urtt people?

e let them in peace For twenty years,
and all they did with the time was to arm and grow stronger and
more viciovs And now, with the return of Shuash's poler
and the dragens, their own intent is very clear.

Every human.
Every human child, every human female

as before, leave them on

encugh or good ensugh to think of
another solution, but T zan‘t

T will go to my people :
and see what our own wisdom can offer.
But know that there are many who
ook at this selution of yours with horror
The brutality and eoldness of it is not something A ) I
that they ean support with ol their own cha, U8 mn;:r*@'““;:z#&r
regatiless of ils seoming i 2 better solution that does not
e sacrifice the Future of my people,
They will say fhat e ears and heart.
the Erogenians of today are not as d '
From their ancient ancestors as they
wish to appear.

% e
Tell them that Ipela
saus that the word of the Nassim,
especially in this, carries special weight B
For me, even in the Face of the :
__oath of my youth.

"I VERY SELDOM COMPROMISE. | AM A CY
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No. Buf Zona
and I decided it would be best

net fo even appear to 1y
to influence things.

THOSE “SOMETHINGS" CAM TAKE UP A LOT OF YOUR TIME ...
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As Far as
T eould ever find put.

Bods, let's
Just win First, okay?
That's going 4o be hard

enough!

CINE INSOLUBLE MORAL QUAMNDARY AT A TIME ...
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Wha ...
[. it's merning already.

Not surprised.
It was a long meeting.
A lot was sald.

y
|:' Thank yeu, Zonn,

1.“‘-_

[ This ... this means a
x great deal fo me.

for the way I tried to bully you.

It will be for a year at a fime -
Just like all the other fribes.
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I know the
Urtts as well as you do.
It wouldnt end in
Erpgenia.

These are few
and precious. e sill
have not Figured out how
to duplicate the magick in them,
but T brought this one

for you.

What ...
what does it do?

Yes I understand that they

But even he a

lock at the Urtts as .. that three thousand years later
victims like themselves, they're as responsivle For

ina way.

LOMG DISTAMCE CHARGES MAY APPLY.

We'll see if they come up
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For a man who's been dead
for twenty-Five years, you look |
very good.

the Tower of The Moon after the war,
I give them to important people
I really need 4o keep in
touch with.

1 always Found $o charming b
about you. piece on our side of the

. Yps Pl b
e still have to work cut how R
fo bring them fo the game, but fhat §
i just a problem, and I already

I'm not one of
your Kivalian dandies
but T call it as
I see it

1 ofill prefer o use
| the birds for most things,
S but his is instant.

e

[ can definitely
see the advantages.
S0 I will be able to

see you,then?

TRUTH = MO QONE COULD L
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' But seripusly - only use it when it's vital you
send the message instantly. There's so mueh

we still don't know about these rings.
Whether the enemy can

detect them, For instance, or
if there is a fimit fo how
mueh energy is in them -

Oh, Goddess, I wish I didn't love you so much ...

Zonn, there's
still 50 mueh to discuss,

toplan ... o ... fo ...

o+
1L
1
"

VWHAT THE BUTLER SAW, AS [T WERE ..
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Oh, yes, Maldik!
Ohhh, it's 50 BIG! I ..

Oh Gods!
I can Feel it in

THEY'D HEVER MATCH MY SWEET IMAGINATIN ...



Right

: That'll be great. I'

Hou know -
royal responsibilities, being
regent and all.

I understand.
Until next time.

- I.I'l - |
R, S
Mext fime ... =

il

Y I'm going fo ""*n,q'
; at least i‘ryfn feel |
k. clean again. 4

EVERY FORM OF REFUGE HAS ITS PRICE ...



WHERE ELSE DO Yol GO



Yes, Bethela, Forgive me, Maldik,

T'll have one, too. you've caught us a bit unprepared

A For company this evening, else L'd

offer you something better than
Get me a drink. fhe dreadful red they
serve in this place.

Nt in a talfkative mood, tonight, lamb?

WHO'S A BOY GOMMA TALK TO IF NOT HIS MOTHERY
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you just love seeing me ... Fail. And then ...

You'd ... Just ... Gah! No one ever really and ... you just - you always
gives shit for a shoenadl about me, have +o be a bifeh! Every time -
they never did. every time!
they just push me around,
they tell me what fo do, how to e,
how f0 act, what +o say, who
I'm gonna marry ...
everything.

&
J..

ih—
-
e

And when I'm dead you'll ...
you'll just say "I feld yoo so” in
some nasty way that ... that ..

what the fuck, Mother.

(What can you say?

-::,,j - I can readilg_ What can you say about yourself
= understand how I give that what lies are you going +o fell me?
Impres<on. That you love me?

Would you ...
like +o hear what I can say
about it, or is this just you venting That's a lot of balls
at me about what an awful Hou're cold as ... as ...
person I am? as the coldest eold thing
. angone ever heard of in
Becavse I could = the history of ...
just sit here and take the eold +hings.
abuse silently For awhile,
as a freat for you.

L didn’t give
you anything for your
birthday fhis year,
after ail.

Fuck i,
I don't care.

Al

> | | B g
i h’ t
""-—-—.-.- Eé_' ; i
= o
- .
B
‘ A o [I‘l:‘.‘~
- i} :-;# Let's hear
p : some of your horseshit,
Kl e Y why not.

e

o Py, 3
DON'T JUST SAY SOMETHING - STAND, THERE]
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\ \"- - ell, +o start, mmu‘ﬂm.
| T've been wrong, the wrong way to try to raise you.

\ Many times. It seemed fo work on Gudik, because
while he's not the picture of Filial love

and devotion, at least he's become a fair king. Bot you are different,

17l Too interested in wars, but then his and I was stupid = I

father was much the same  thought fhat ... well, I've already
in his youth, told you once what I thought

And yes,
it was cold, It was
caleulated.

I sacrificed you,
my son, and thought 1
was doing the right thing.
But you weren't born
to be a prince, I see it
now.
You'd have been
much happier, not to mention
more useful, as an ostier

got on better with the horses N .
than with people. Blind of me not f0 | o
see how important that

sort of thing can be. And then your Father died -

and I didn't even give you scmesne you
T : eould go to For anything lice comfort:

R TR That was another mistake.
e ; . B

TR . 18

-

T
i

But Maidik ..
I den’t love seeing ynu Fail,

and in my way, I was trying W
to help you 1o do that. - .. frying to “help” me?

Obvipusly
it didn't work out the way
I thought it would.

| HE BEST LAID FLANS OF MICE AND QUEENS ...




Well, it is my doing.
1#'s Far too late to say I'm sorry -
but For what [itHie it's worth,
I am.

Lo -
it you'l Forgive an impolite question -
whe are you marrying?

As the prospective
mether=in-law I sught to know,
affer all. Needlework, frousseau,

that sort of thing?

But:
Now you're where you are,
with some problems I know and others
I ean guess - and unless you're going fo go into exile
with Dode the Enchanter or something else melodramartic,
yeu need to use the power you currentiy
have to correst your own
Coursg,

The entire Family is abominable,
even compared to ours, and as x
you can understand better . ~ WS your brother is
than most, that is a _ | AR still in the middle of

Haturally, A very goed
" : I g
uptials happen thing that no one is
without your brother's consent | planning to assassinate 7

and the councit's stamp

of my clder son.




Maldik, I do want you te succeed.
I want you +o succeed as a leader,
as a patrict, as a prince.

IF the world could
Furl itself up and unfold again inte
something different, I would want
you to succeed as a horse frainer,
or anything your spirit wanted
to embrace -
- but we are here,
we've done what we've done
and you are whe
WU arE.

Let us help wou,
before it's too late.

WO PRESSURE
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Hou don't get if -
you don’t understand!

Nobody does!

Yoty L

Al

t's ... wrong!
All of it is wrong!
But I can’t stop it!

Nobedy can!

i
i [ 4 ) II".I-u"

i

®

SOMEBODY HAS MORE ISSUES THAN TIME MAGAFINE ...




To say nething of landing me
in this Hoody jail again when for onee
T'd done nothing to deserve it!

He is a fraifor, Bethela,
and whatever hand Kendril and I
played in warping him, that name

belongs to him alone.

after fwize refusing
my offer to help the
ungratefud litte moron
climb out of the pif he

eagerly dug with his
pwin hands, he will

surely die a
fraitor's death,
oF Werse.
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S —

e

/7 Just ealevlating Everything ;
\_ all the variables, Mother. we know is about to change -

. and we'll be like a Feather
in & windstorm.

-

"EXPERIEMNCE IS THE ©NLY PROFHECY ©F WISE MEM.” » ALPHOMNSE DE LAMARTINE
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neble Hrraareh Hanch-Davghter, and
From us take gratitude for bringing
our Mether to vs >

/ Hrraareh, Hﬂuh-ﬂaugmzr
"‘x Ipola Ravonna-Davghter greets
| you with gratitode.> X

Ipola Ravenna-Davghter.
Hrraarch, Hanch-Daughter comes
as agreed. e ride the wind now )
: back to our own edries.> .

;f’f You do me honer,

/" children of my friend.
[ But as the speech of
| Apuror folk seems difficult
|I in yeur mouth, bet me
\ return your greeting
in the tongue of
Erogenian Folk.

-

Weleome, Hrraareh, j J
( daughter of Haneh, fo the Sun Trive. '\
I lead these people.

Well met, though briefly.
You are Tola Ipola-Daughter,
and you are Zona Ipeta-Daugher.
We know much of you From speech
with Ipola Ravenna-Daoghter.
Respect to you.

has spoken mueh of you,
Zonn Tera-%on. .

Respect to you.

HE EAGLE HAS LANDED" == M. ARMSTROMNG



L 2LV 2 BARBARIANFRINCESS. L-OM

o T'll send birds
to you with messages. Chera
~ shouid be able to speak with them,

o . Mow that Tula’s faught her.

Hou've taught
yeurself so much over

Please use it sparingly. N wﬁqw

Only i it's imporfant

:.'n h:'"'-' I‘-'
*-%l!;..'.':." i 1

you is impordant,
. e
= N

Ypu're already
wiser than I ever thought -
and probably wiser

g T

g -

'SELF IS THE BEGIMNMING OF ALL W

Lo I

AR !:-:'_ITLE
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| It shows up when It wants us
i to do something.

And T Hhink There's anold ™,
we need o open It and I saging in my world, Dad: |
need to basically magick us where we're supposed fo be. “No time like the
And that will probably happen without

s { W —

S0 MIUCH TIME, 50 I'I'I'_I: TO DD W




I never get anywhere being careful, Father.
“Be bold and frust to luck,” that's what I say.
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Okay - you're
going to take us where
we beleng, rignt?

MARK IT "FRAGILLY.” JAMESCHN.



e W . .. o - -
o e ) e e e — ey om
s —_ e e — S
F— =t o
ST L T g T T ST
-

( iow. g
T -
T fe- N ".,ﬂ
“be bold and - ~
frust 1o luck,” es .. )

-

[
| |
|
|
| |
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Yiou CAN'T LIVE WITYH "EM, ¥OU CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT "EM - THERE'S SOMETHIN' IRRESISTABLEASH ABCOUT "EM ...
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- <Well, iF wou don’t 7
need to make water, that's well.
I want to get many leagues under cur wings before

I have to land. I have seen Urtts on the western side of these

mountains, and 1 don't want fo get in
range of their bows. >

AWM YOU TRULY EXFECT THE UNEXPECTED?



DE LA FERE

e Xl

Less cleverness, more Fig

A& DIsSADVAMTAGE, | DD APOLOGIZE |

=
J

)
o

IF ¥ouU FEEL THIS

ARLE,

LEFT H

WELL WITH MY

CESS. LOM
ALY

HARBARLAMNERIMN
| FIGHT EQUA

4

[V
i =
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.. ;F_:.-l'

- {' Oh ... I suh-seem to be ... dying ...

o T

MOT ToDaY, DEATH.
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Tll see what I zan do about immobilizing the arm -
but not sure how good my healing magick is,
Just yet.

I'f let Tula handle you
when she’s got a minute. Nething persenal,
Just don't want to do more harm

than good.

It's been awhile
since she could really eut loose
like this.

I might just get in
the way.
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desus,
you'd think I'd be used

but kind of sfupid. You just fold

any of the enemy that are istening

exactiy where we are and what
just happened here.,

sl

Iq - .
L fr H ; -8
cad LA M . Jf’a -

WELL. ALL THE ONES | SEE AREMT GOMNNA TELL ANYRBOLDY ...
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eyes up top, Guntig. ,
Let us know if anyone is coming.
We'll bug out as soen

ﬂmvmawﬂufwaﬁhm
! He can’t walk back. |

strength to carry the dead with us, Zona,
not with the wounded, as well. And a

she is my kin!
Hew easy do you think
this is for me? But we

IMAGINE IT 1N A SLOWER TEMPO THAN THE ORIGINAL ...
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REGUIESCAT 1M PAC
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. B
-
als

4

h| can come back For them later.
: E’ _ When all this is . over. _SRESE
il 'lﬁ '.#..—h—]:"_ o -y i '-':

. u
s et
ety
e

..l-‘- .

Y
’
2

. S

I wanted us to be able to
find them again.

"l"l."Tli.."__l-::i. "—'ﬂ' e

S e

*... THEREFIORE, THE MASTER OF MERCY WILL FROTECT THEM FOREVER ..."




That's just foday.

You had good reason to do
what you did. And you succeeded.
S0 did we, Frankly. We Fought well, we

were sent to get and more,

Our lit+He band weren't
sent here +o win the war, Zona,
(e were here to be a bug up the ass
of the Urtts, and to get the information that
your mother needs to make preparations
1o win the war. AV of us knew what
We were in For.

All oF vs

. - incloding you - were wiilling
IF I'd been there ... to die iF we had +o.

Wishes don't win batfles, princess

NEAR AS | COULD EVER TELL, JUST WISHING FOR A HORSE MEAMS Y0



Hou got
what you went For,
He's here, now,

again.

That's why
you guds came affer me.

That's what Erogenia needs. That's what
The Book said. And now that I'm here
affer going home, after fraining
there and all - I can
Feel it.

.. S
really sometimes like it's

hard to even keep it
under eonfrol.

What did Tula say - o point me
A "walking earthquake”, or something?  where you need me.
Weil, that's what my Tl do the magick.
Jeb is now,

“WHERE YU WANT THIS MIRACLING DOME?



: There was
meore than one reason.
More than one purpose
in our actions

Not all of it
is under our eontrol.
But you are here. Zona and you

are together. And that |:.-apnmerﬁ:|gmd
not just For you two.

IF I do or don't,
what does it matter
to you?

Just kil a dragon,
little man, and this I swear -
any problems I ever had with you

You got a problem
with that, Big Red?




Yes, Zonn is afive -
and very well, indeed..

But the word and the order is this:

uou'l all hear - [ Tt is #ime For all of us to go back home, and quickly.
that story in Ful soon. &




IOY'S ASS MEEDED KICKING
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GUESS THEY DIDN" SHE COLULD DO ALL THAT ...



HO MEEDS MO IMTRODUCTION (..



“WHEN | MAKE A MISTAKE. IT'S A
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E MEDDLE IM WHAT YE DINMA KEMN
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“IT TAKES TWO TO GET OMNE 1N TROUBLE," - MaE WEST
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“IM THE EMD, IT IS OUR DEFIANCE THAT REDEEMS US.” - MaARK ROWLAMD







