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; <Hes ... but I won't dare think of it
Mot until I know that Gorshash is 1




It is how we create the Future,
endow our existence with meaning.
Memories are the building biocks
of consciousness itself. of spirituality
in the physical plane of existence.

Some memories, some moments, | = -

of course, are so precious
to me that I return to them
again and again, ke luminous
Jewels. A pure pleasure just
to think upen

Do you ...
think I have any falent?

THERE'S TALEMT AMD THEM THERE'S TALEMT.
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Sometimes.
It's a little complicated, though,
and I would have o be in the
right frame of mind ...

Tsn't it in
people’s auras or something? |
Can't you see?

I know I eould do magick,
IF you'd just teach me! I'm spesial -
don't you think?

Berause -
you haven't gt an
\ apprentice, have you? Don't
mysticks have to
have an ...

%o what I want you

to do is stand there, calm yourself with a few deep breaths "‘\‘ :;_.-
that's H, in through the nese, sut through the mouth ... 'H_,.I ¥
good. Mow - look into the crystal. 3

I¥sa
magick crystal, isn't i4?
Do I get to have 47 Are you
giving it to me?

s hjﬁ%nmencﬂkﬁmmgnurmurd
b Pieture it in the erystal.

I¥'s just & very simple scrying arystal . :
A mystick can use it to get general inFermation
like weather, or to detect patterns in the
surrpunding magiekal ether.

"EENY-MEEMY-CHILIE-BEAMIE ..."






OF eourse not.
But you're in a charming state of undress,
and I think we shouldn't be seen Hirting
in the hallway by just angone

This one
Ipoks= ke H's From Sandakar.
Very rare purify.

did you test dear
Astria?

But then that's
hardly unexpected from a Mystick of your
reputation and reseurces.

VERY RARE PURITY, INDEED.
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I¥s actually from the Southern Desert. ' " uour reputation ] oo
Much rarer, but I can understand e P 3 For Flattery is as gan hardly blame me. And 1
how you might hirk it Sandak.  hold it up fo the fight - charming. 4 deserved as your B g Flstiory e ntbig
see the pinkish cast? . \ reputation for here bt telling pleasant

“ugilil

singularly well-informed in matters of magick, Highness.
I might say I am surprised, but fruly? Not especially.

Well - impressed, certainly.
w But surprised? Your Father has indulged you since
. childhood with the Finest tutors and an education

Far beyond what is ordinarily afforded even a
reyal daughter.

I am delighted to Find
that what some have said was a waste of resources
sgems to have resulted in a Fine intellect
and a wit well worthy of the exquisite
form that houses it

No, that was no Flattery. i 3 S R
Do you think I could not have found a plavsible - il ©
or even magickal - way fo stay you From coming . f
in here? Your mere presence in my reoms
could ereate a scandal that could

lpse me my pesition or even
throw me in a dungeon.

Beautiful and willful,
Devastatingly inteligent.
Exactly the sort that mest men find irresisfitle
and, at the same fime hate and resent.

FLATTERY IS LIKE COLOGHNE WATER, T BE SMELT, MOT SWA YWED”. = JOSH BILLUNGS



To make me
anpther of your conguests,

But I have no
desire to be a slave or a
master to you, or involve curselves
in semething that is neediessly
complex.

=

5 A DIFFEREMT S

o



In threugh yeur nose,
put through your mouth, Highness.
Calm your thoughts.

When wou Feel
you are relaxed and unfocused,
think of a candle Flame.

Really, Laemul?

T've played this game
before, and I -

Csshaten Meracwna Vertu Yawora e Laerm,

"THOQSE WHO DON'T BELIEVE IM MAGIZ WILL NEVER FIND IT."

HoalD DAaHL



. Only this: ;
Be easy. Highness st r Whatever .I i_'ell e, while ~|'hi.'_ EP-E.“ Ia.!-{'f-;l
Yes, it was a spell, % S ER wou will instantly know iF it is 8 Lo
But you are cbviously pell -%-- truth or a PFalsehood. 7
gifted encugh to detest any e '
ill intent in it, and I assure you
there was none.

You can see inside me just that much.
It matters nothing what you desire or what I desire,
the truth in my werds will be revealed to you,
pleasant or unpleasant.

Yes ...
That's a very ...
potent lithe spefl, Laemul.
It requires you to trust me -
more than I might

deserve

I can eancel it
at a word, Highness,
g and you will know. Buf how nice
| wouldn’t it be For both of us to have
at least pne person here in this coort
that we can rely on for simple

personal honesty?

Test it any way that will safisfy you.
It does not compel you to speak truth, or control anything.

It just removes all Falsity between us fiwe.

ey ol I = T'm actually fiked with remonse about Asiria -

Tell me thing then, Master | I Yanora. . I think I must find a way fo gain her
Try fo fie fo me. I'm very sorry about all this | EEEEE e
back and Forth fonight - T do net
desire you in the least.

In Fact, this entire
unfortunate interchange has left me
in & state of dread For my pesition.

Please leave me, and let us say
ne more of it, ever,

EY, THAM FAME, GIVE ME TRUTH". HENRY
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With what expestation?
Are you going to want me to
make you breakfasi?

De you want to make it something to ... use?
Become a Pavorite of mine in court, or ...

Oh yes.
Yes, yes, yes.
But that is ... personal. The rest is separate.
IF we are wise and honest together, it will survive
regardiess of whether we make love or not.

Hou don't have to

impress me Further,
Lagmul.

WANT TO SEE HOW THIS GOES. ABLY WE'LL SEE MORE OF THEM.
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The Fire Tribe.
A Feast night to welcome the return of prince Pontagar
and the other Fire Tribe champions,

.

First Dance.
One young persen’s heart is hurting.

Porcha.
I... 1 just don't Feel
lie daneing.

OH, | AN VERY WEARY, /" THOUGH TEARS MO LOMGER FLOW: / MY EYES ARE TIRED OF WEEFPING, / MY HEART |5 SIZK OF WOE. - A. BRONTE
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_ Come on -
T don't let wourself be lonely,

Ciri darling.

"MaAN MAY HAVE DISCOWVERED FIRE, BUT WOMEMN DISCOVERED HOW T PLAY WITH IT.” - CANDACE BUSHMELL
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The next morning ...

She's not
even Fire Tribe.
She's visiting From the
Bear Tribe or Wolf Tribe -

something like

A CHARMER ...
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Oh, s0 she's
in Locopopove with you?
Poor widde Cirina and her pweshuss Feemings!
And sweet Pontagar is become
&0 2aring and -

It's early, Father - and I'm kind of busy!

THEY DOMN'T EMNOW THAT WE KMNOW THEY KM NE FEMOWY.




Bah - as if
I care one way or the other
about that one.

it's net important.
What I have
to say is imporfant. |
For you, for me - for |/
. fThe Tribe. 3
. For Erogenia.

OF course it's not ideal,
but it seems to have worked oot
I was pushed into agreeing o
to this alliance under Ipola .
becavse the Council itself e T4 did NAT!
thought it was our only - It has net! I+wa-:-af-ﬂin-.u>

way to survive, to & disaster as possible witheut
s us actually losing the war! -

In the end she lef them go!
She let them go to their side
of the river and -

ﬂ:ﬁfl*!ed ;:“\. " Yoy know what the
Were exhavsted, 100! :| { Moon Tribe Queen wants

e should have ...

-

Myson. <
Do you know what
Erogenia once

you to know!

the stories of Eroghen, Father.
I know of the Empire. I also know apout
what they did to the land and -

AN'T HAMDLE THE TRUTH!"
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e had the power
to make the world as we wished
Animal=? e could make more of them,
as we chose! Whatever shapes
we wanted!

Father,
if this is ancther one of wour rants
against Tpola, T'm not in the mood right now. )
dust becavse she refused
your bed ==

That . Yo
&——\ has nething ™
o todowith this )

—,

She's always on about
the harms the ancients wrought,
pn the Fish and the birds and the plants - the damn el -
trees, for Fire's sake! Grass! As though that Father. we do hegd the forests.

was more imporfant! we need grass to Feed the -

WWELL, I'T MIGHT HAVE A "LITTLE® BIT TG DG WITH I

In those daus we had control of it all!
It was all sondrofled! OF course we made some sacrifice of
the luxuries ke pretty scenery. Some of the animals died out,
but Pontagar, we had fhe power!

We could craft

them so they'd eat anything
we wanted, and thrive!
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A thousand years of sheer lawlessness

Is that realiy
what the power should be
used For, Father?

And here’s another of the half-fruths Ipola peddles:
(ihen the Moon Tribe and their Goddess rebelled, and
God withdrew From the world, all the nations that depended on Eroghen,
all those that had been loual - willing and loyal -
were left in chaos.

| N A

] =
- ] =
= — = —_——a

OF tribe against tribe, of warlerds cwing allegiance o ne ene and nething.
All the bloodshed of that time, all the rapine and staughter.
=2l

L Does
the Moon Queen or her goddess want you to think about that?
OF what leaving a people without their God, of leaving the slaves without owners,
of leaving them rudderless, with no purpese but descending inte their cwn basest nature?
Wiy else would they have become what theu are nol®
I 4ell you all the dead in the [ast war and in this one are laid

quarely at the Feet of the Moon Tribe! i :
= L = o

THE PAST IS 50 BRIGHT | GOTTA WEAR SHADES ...

—
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made +he Urtés indo l

o enemies I know what they've got

We all do. Bot you know it was nef the Urtts
that awakened the dragens It was one of our awn
ancient makers, a legendary sorcerer
who has returned.
Het
they are cur enemies,
Father.

what are you saying?

They can be

what they were created For.
Our servants, our chattel,

Ha! \
Father - that is a lot According to Ipola
easier said than done. L = he's dead,
Thew've got - ; :

Which Are we Fighting
leaves a very convenient hole in Hear me out, my son: for the trees and the fish?
the Urtt's power structure. (What are we fighting for, Are we Fighting fo be nice and sweet
after all? and have a Fairyland existence
Listen, =on: where we all fove
The Urtts are barely able each other?
to eontrol the dragons v
They are like the Urtts
themselves, created by our
ancestors,

e can use
the old magick, just as
Kor Lachnis did, and
take them for
our cwen!

That's ...
Father L've seen them.
Thew're - .
This war
is aboidt survival, 5
Pertagar. Eregenian survival,
And we need to do whatever
is necessary fo ensure that,

I thought
we were defending purselves,
that's all,

(hat are you saying,
Father?

I'm a simple man, so
please be very plain.

SOMMA TALK ABOUT THE DINOSAUR IN THE ROOM?
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(e can take their greatest weapon
From them, use it against them,
defeat and subjugate them.

OF course -
yeu've shared this with Na.

the Moon queen ... No, she'd

never agree to it

It involves using

the old magizk, and
she doesn’t have
the sfomach

for that

of resources!

And a lot more efrort
than it's werth, frying o eradicate
all of them everywhere. Lf would be
ke getting rid of anfs
This way
they can serve us
as they were meant o, and when
they're under our condred, rather
than running wild Fke they are now,
we won't have fo worry
about them.

They be
mere sontent as slaves,
you'll see,

- Yes, I suppose it would.
¢ How mueh different would our lives be?
. The ceremonies, the sacrifices would be
= different, but we'd be better off
if anything.
- (e would have fo
depose Ipola, and eliminate
all the opposition From the other
frives. That would mean ...
kilfing them, I suppose.
And
we would survive, as

Erogenians!

All within our power
iF we oniy have the sfrengfh
and will to do it.

Fontagar, don't you see?
e can make this world work again
the way it's meant to.

e can make
Ervgenia great again.

HAT S WHAT IT S ABOUT, EH !



Under Shuach’s rule.

Hes
For our own survival,

Defend yourself, sir.

A= a prince of the blood
and master of justice both high and low
in Erogenia under freaties and sacred
cath of fealty and honor fo cur Erogenian
alliance, 1 say you, Arrogond Timthan Eilana,
are an pathbreaker, an avowed fraifor
and an gnemy.

Defend
yourself in sazred eombat,
and may the gods -

This is nonsense!
You can’t accuse me - you're
MY champion!

AL

OHYES, THAT S THE WaY IT IS,



